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J he Righteous fhall be in everlaſting Remembrance, 
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II E exceeding riches of the Grace of God 
our Saviour, and the eflectual working of his 
mighty power, have in all ages ſhone molt con- 
ſpicuouſly in the holy lives of his eminent ſer— 
vants, the excellent of the earth, with whom are 
his peculiar delights. 

Of this kind the Scriptures furniſh us with 
ſeveral examples, Abraham, Enoch, Noak, Daniel 
and 7ob, (belide many others) are deſcribed in 
the Old Teſtament, as men w alking before God, 
and perfect in their generation. And the [1th 
chapter to the Hebrews contains little leſs than an 
account of antient Worthies, remarkable for their 
Faith, Sufferings, Patience, and glorious ends ; 
who, conſidering themlelves as ſtrangers and pil- 
grims in this world, {ſought a city which hatin 
nde en, whoſe builder and maker is God : w ho, 

{auth the Apoſtle, hath provided ſome better things 
for us, that they without us ſhould not be made 


perfect, | 
Y A 2 Among 
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Among the number of perfons eminent for 
their holineſs, and uſcfulneſs, which the preſent 
generation has produced, hc, whoſe life is here 
related, may juſtly be conſidered as one: whoſe 
example, in ſome reſpetts may be ſaid to have its 
peculiar excellencies. 

A circumſtantial detail of ſuch particulars as 
often find a plac» in this kind of writings, 
namely, Family, Cluld-hood, Education, Stature, 
Complexion, and a varicty of common occur— 
rences, is quite foreign to the deſign of the 

reſent work : which 1s to repreſent, principally, 
what paſſed betwcen God and his foul, in the 
progreſs of his converſation with men, and his 
daily walking with God, 

And yet neither is intelligence of this ſort. 
wholly omitted : he has left a few particulars 
relative thereto, which will enable the Reader to 
form ſome idea, as well of the former as latter 
part of der e arp 

But the deſcent and character of this ſervant of 
God, chiefly regarded in this account, are thoſe 
which were derived to him as a ſon of faithful 
Abraham, one of thoſe faithful of whom he 1s 
ſtiled the father : yea, as an heir of God, and joint 
heir with Chriſt, of all the bleſſings purchaſed 
with his moſt precious blood. 

Privileges theſe, which are common to all, Jude 
3. and in reſpe& of which there is no difference 
between the Prince and the Beggar, the Jew and 
the Greek, Barbarian and Scythian, Bond and 
Free : all may know, love, and be happy in the 
One God and Father of all, through the cruci— 
fied Jeſus, who by the grace of God hath taſted 
death for every man. 
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Of has Birtu and Education. 


HAQNMAS WALSH, wes born in the year of 
. Our 1 ord 17 30, at a place called Bally Linn, 
in the county and within about ten miles of the 
city of Limerick, in Ireland. His father, Edmond 
If 4, was by occupation a Carpenter; a man of 
tolerable education, and ltrong natural under- 
itanding. His mother's name was Helena or gr amy 
born of reputable parents, They were both 
mcinhers of, and catizely bigoted to the Church 
of Rome.“ 

When about eight years old, he was put to 
ſchocl to learn Engliſh (his mother tongue was 
Tri.) Afterwards he went to icheol to one of 
his brothers {of whom he had ſeveral) by whom 
he was initiated into the Latin tongue. Having 
acquired its rudiments in fome tolerable de gree, 
he went afterwards into the neighbouring county 
of Clare, with a deſign to be put 2pprentice, his 
friends intending him to be of his father's trade, 

But God, in his adorable providence, had other 
deſigns concerning him. Diſappointed there fore 
in this, he returned to ſchool, and proceeded 
In his puriuit of learning; applying hamlelt to 
the ſtudy of Latin, which he had but lately 
intermitted. 

After he had made ſome conſiderable progreſs in 
this, he applied hiuiſelt to the Rudy ot tome parts 
of the Mathem matics, for which he thought he had 
a better gen:us than for Languages, He loon ac- 
quired the knowledge of Arithmetic, both vulgar 

A 3 ä and 
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and decimal, meaſuring Superficies and Solids, 
&c, And afterwards went to the city of Li- 
merick, in order to perfect himſelf in writing, 

Having continued at ſchool till about the nine- 
teenth year of his age, and having acquired ſuch 
branches of Literature as fitted him for being 
uſeful to others in the ſame way: he {et up one 
for himſelf, wanting neither ſcholars nor ability 
to inſtruct them, which he did with ſuccels, 
during the time he continued his ſchool. 


II. 


Of his Religion, and the ſtruggle which he found 
between Nature and Grace Ul the 'ixteenth year 
of his age. | 


IS parents, being ſtrongly attached to the 
Church of Rome, brought him up in the ſame 
rinciples, and took care that his mind ſhould be 
early furniſhed with the fundamental parts of 
what they judged his duty towards God, 
„ When, fays he, I was young, I learned the 
Lord's Prayer, and Ave Maria, in Triſh, together 
with the hundred and thirtieth pſalm in Latin, 


And now | began to imbibe that uncharitable, 


anti-ſcriptural opinion, that all diffenters from the 
Church of Rome were in a ſtate of damnation. But 
fince the Lord hath enlightened my underſtand- 


ing, I am fully convinced that therein I greatly 


erred, not knowing the Scriptures, neither the power © 
of God. 
te I cannot but lament the caſe of thoſe parents, 
who alas! not knowing what they do, endeavour 
to inſtil into the minds of their children ſuch _ 
ernicious principles: and I do carneſtly entreat 
all children, that as ſoon as they come to years of 
diſcretion, to examine and judge for themſelves.” Þ 
1. 


| 


; 
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It pleaſed our gracious Lord to work in his heart 
very early, ſtriving by the operation of the holy 
Spirit to ſubject him to himſelf, He made him to 
bear the yoke in his youth, and by his terrors 
reſtrained him from the great offence, Even 
while I was young and ignorant, ſaid he, God was 
ſtriving with me, and often terrified my heart: 
eſpecially whenever I thought of the day of judg- 
ment and of cternity ! 

« At thoſe times eſpecially, I frequently re- 
peated the prayers I had lcarnt. But alas! to how 
little purpoſe, while 1 prayed neither with the 
ſpirit, nor with the underſtanding ? My heart was 
hard and ſtubborn, and my underſtanding was 
blind and foohſh, I had no juſt conception 
either of God, or of religion. Nay, lo great was 
my ignorance, that when I named our Saviour in 
Jrija, I thought the name belonged to ſome wo- 
man in heaven! 

„While 1 was thus focliſh and blind, my fallen 
nature began powerfully to diſcover itlelt, The 
ſeed of the ferpent working in my heart, broke 
forth in words and deeds, Pride, anger, and 
ſclf-will eſpecially, reigned over me. But alas! I 
then little knew that thole accurſed tempers pro- 
ceeded from that lource of univerſal diforder, and 
all human miſeries, Original Sin,® I believed this 
had brought temporal death into the werld, and 
great diſorder into the whole ſtate of outward 
nature, the viſible creation ; but of its ſubjecting 
the ſoul to {piritual, and expoſing it to eternal 
death, I had no apprehenſion, I had, it is true, 


St. Ali, Biſhop of lite in Africa, who lived in the 
fourth Century, is ſaid, firit to have given this name to the % 
which dwellcth in us; the carnal mind which is enmity againſt God z 
« The fault and corruption of the nature of every man that 
naturally is ingendered of the offspring of Adam, whereby man 
is very far gone from original rigtucouſneſs, and is oi his own 
nature inclined to evil—and therefore in every perſon born iuto 
this world, it delerveth God's wrath and dampation.” 


conviction 
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C) 
conviction whenever I told a lie, or fell into 11 
| any other outw ard fin, But the Spirit of God 


alone, I now plainly ſee, could convince me that f 
my tempers deſerved the damnation of hell, j 
| « When I was about eight years old, I began to \ 


love play, and divers other ſilly pleaſures, ſpending t. 
the time I was out of ſchool, in catching of birds, o 
playing at ball, and the ike My fondneſs for w 
| thele occaſioned my breaking the ſabbath, which { 


| I uſually fpent either in theſe vain amuſements, 0. 
Or in re ding ſome profane hiſtory, or other un- 

profitable book; and indeed no one ſo much: N 
told me, that theſe kinds of employments were p 
any violation ot the Lord's-day : my parents, like te 
the reſt of their neighbours, elteeming them inno⸗ 4 


cent diverhons, 5 
„ ͤ did not then know that I ought not on this fi 
day to do my OWn plea ure. 0 tear my own words, tc 


or think my On thoughts; that I ought 10 41 
ſpend it wholly in glorifying God, by praying to te 
him, hearing his w woot and reading and n neditating al 
5 . calling the ſavnvath, a deligut, tne holy of the Q 
Lord, 20z04rav/%, O the curſe of ignorance and p- 
| evil example! How many fouls do thele lead into ir 
the broad way of dei{truttion! How happy would B 
it have been for my poor foul, if I had known m 
and remeiivered my Creator in the days of my you, th 
From the tenth to the fourtcenth year of my re 
age, my corruptions increaſed, took deeper root, II 
and more viſit ly avpcarcd in my whole converſa- ay 
tion: and yet I was more regular 1 in diſcharging my 
duty towards God, (So I was taught to cal] a dull tc 
form of words, a (nal part of which on! y were | w 
addreſſed to God, and the reſt to faints and an-y w 
gels.) My parents according to cuſtom brought © th 
me, at the uſual times, to the Prieſt, vho examined b1 
me concerning the Pater-Nofter, Ave-M lara, and es 
Credoin Deum, with ſome other Rites of the Church A 
f Rome. But alas! to how little purpoſe? It made ff pr 
me neither wiler, nor better. Some part, it is true, ti 
of what he taught me was according to the word 
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of God; but the greater part entirely repugnant 
thereto, 

After this catechizing, I became more 11qui- 
ſitive, and began to trad books of devotion, 
Theſe I found for the Proven had their uſe, 
Whenever I read of the Paitlion of our Saviour; 
the love of Cod to finners; the joys of heaven, 

or the miſeries of the damned, much deſire to- 
wards God enkindled in my foul, But alas! it 
ſoon died away again, becoming like the morning 
cloud. 'y dew, 

+ From the fourteenth to the ſisteenth vear of 
my age, I had more of the form, though lets of the 
power of oodlinels, than ever before. I now at- 
tended the PODS worſhip (that is, went to Mats) 
and every night repeated my prayers. But ſtill, 
pride, anger, ſelf-will, and revenge, more powe pa 
tully prevailed over me than ever: and I added 
to thele my former prevailing abominations, lies 
and evil words. Indeed I had an entire averhon 
to curling and {wearing in the groſs ſenſe; but 
abounced in petty oaths, ſo called, and bad wiſhes, 
Of this fort there are legions in the Triſh language: 
perhaps more, and more w. ickedly expreſſive, than 
in any other language in the known world. 
Being at play one day, and provoked by one of 
my play-tcllows, I ſwore Harty to think !) by 
the great name of Jehoveh, (to the beit of my 
remembrance I never did ſo before or lince.) 
In that inſtant I felt I had grievoully ftinnead 
againſt God, and deſerved his heavy diſplcature, 

«© To the reſt of my evils ] joined difobcdience 
to my parents. Indeed I dare not ſhew it out- 
wardly, to my father eſpecially, But my heart 
was hardened and ftubborn.” One inſtance of 
this he mentions, which wrought him many a 


A 'Y 3 
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bitter veflection afterwards ; for years he hardly 


ever thought of it without ſhame and forrow. 
Having one day, through his {tubbornnels, greatly 
provoked his mother, and given her an imper- 
tinent er ſhe ſaid ta him, Lou have 


grieved 
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grieved me.” It went, ſaid he, like an arrow pre 
through my heat, I knew the fifth command- tc 


ment ſtrictly forbids diſobedience to parents, and 
that to honour them, is the Hit command ment with 
rome. Juſtly therefore was TI coridenned. 
But, O God! huw little is it to be wondered at, 
that I did not rightly love, neither was obedient 
to my carthly parents, while, I knew neither Hi 


a %  ; © | pt Bo "* * .'» 175 . y Jn % * . 8 — 
love, nor obedience towards thee. my Father. Fg 


* 5 40 £ 1 * 1 1 1 g ES 
Wlo art in heaven? Well do I krow now {aid 
woh's Cana e . 33 1 ER, 9% LEY 
praiied be tit love to! Vii . 4 Gn lege) that 1110 1 me 
22 2 11 */% * _— * - * - 3 * — 1 3 Y þ , 7 
as are froward towards thee, will, While they n 
* n 4 
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A 4 bd > Ly. —S : 3 een : k 
Parents. L iey ma indeed Pay an Oult ward com- vie 
18 > 3 99 90 LS 7 — - - „ g 
pliance, bat COralally 70 love, 110101 and ICY C- # 1» 
rence our parents, can only be tne effect of ab- 0 


jection in heart and life to the Fatler of Spirit. 


Line 
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CHAP. III. 22 

— be 

Giving a farther Account of the corruptions he firug-) 8 
gled againſt, and the means he made uſe of to\ _, 

(4 TH . | TE 

ſubdue them, from the fuxteenth to the erghteenth| pr 
year of his age. th 
OW, both his fins and convictions daily en- 91 


creaſed upon him. The deſire of the fleſh 6 
in particular raged in his nature. Now I:kewiſe } 
he kept more company than before, which not a 


” 4 . rx * . / 

little enflamed his beſetting un. Femptations 20 
were multiplied, and there wanted not opportu— . 
. . . . . S . Fi 
nities and ſolicitations from nature and the devil. - 


But {till the preventing grace of God relitrainedh 
him from ſinning againſt him, in the actual trani-F 
greſſion. This indeed, though it did not exempt 
him from guilt, fear and ſhame, nevertheleſs bc- 
came to him matter. of thankſgiving to God. * IÞ 
do, ſaid he, praiſe God unfeignedly, for with-P 
holding me from my own actual wickednels, and. 
preventing 
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; reventing me from leading others into the de- 
10 


tcſtable abomination. But I abhor and condemn 
_ myſelf for the wickedneſs of my heart, which 
with grief and horror I ſpeak it!) diſcovered 
 aticlf in other reſpects ſuch as it is a ſhame even 
140 mention,” 

And now, his hfe became a burden to him, 
ACT S181 anguage at this time was, O wretched man thut 
am ] who Jnall deliver me] 

EY a? es The S; »irit of God, ſaid he, deeply wounded 
i me. The arrows of the Almighty ſtuck faſt in ne, 
and my very bones trembled becauſe of my fin. 
CGI was perſia: ied in my heart that this was con- 
L 3 for my ſin; but had little conception that 


LEnt 


"©" the Holy Spirit was the chief agent in * ſor alas! 
145. If 0 great Was my ign Orar ce that I did not 1 
there was ary 17, oly Gh for ine to receive. 
„ While I was thus in the midſt of my ex- 
— tremity, I confejjzd to po prieſt, according to the 
cuſtom of the church of Rome. Ile adv iſed me to 
fav many praycrs (as he termed counting my 
| beads ;" but alas! this did not do: I was bro! igbt 
PU Oe 


We. into captiv ity through the power of Sin whict: 

$0 reigned in my me nb ers And even my multiplied 
| Prayers could be li: i e elle than an abomination to 
the Lord, while neither the form, nor the matter 
of them was according to the will of God. Many 
leſh of them being little clic than empty bahblings to 


EUNL h 


WT phyſicians of no val ue, in this reſpect; Which 
therefore left me under the power of fn and 

Ot af , 4}, „ Wi 

ions aca. g 3 / ; 

8 Indeed how elſe ſhould it be? While He was 


vil. Vet unthought of, who alone could we him; 
— * 0 


ned even Jeſus whoſe name is ſalvation: and beſide 
| whom in heaven or in earth, there is none other, 
ani-f 
. whereby a ſinner can be ſaved. 
| a ak Hearing the prieſt preach one Lord's day, and 
» * . 

« [f 3 vehemently againit a variety of grofs "_ 
ith þ the ata ſo deeply affected him, that in th 


q2 9 1 of his 18 he relolved never more to re— 
and : | 
turn home till Cod would ſhew him mercy, This 


precipitate 
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precipitate roſolution was however of ſhort con- 
tinuance, It ſoon vaniſhed away, and he again 
{ought by various ways to procure ſome allevi- 
ation of his diſtreſs, 

] ſtrove, ſaid he, to divert myſelf 1 in the beſt 
manner ! could, ſecking reſt in the miſerable com- 
Forts of this world: But my conſcience was ſti) 
r:itleſs, and a hell opened in my breaſt. Not 


knowing what to do, I at length attempted io quiet 


the clamours of my troubled mind, by feen 


relolving how ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly [ 
would liv e the reſiduè of my life. Full of thele 
good purpoſes, and ſtrengthened as I thought by 
vows and promit es, I hoped all would be well; 
having all this wh: le no idea of the ſatisfaction by 
Chriſt, and the All-ſulhciency of his menit>; 
thercſore, relolvi ing only in my own ſtrength. m 
refolutions proved as bi Oken ciſterns, which coul, 
hold no water; and as broken reeds, which 
#!torded no ſtrength! 155 
3 ꝗ 0 iggling on ſtill in the dark, he adde *a falling 
> hits prayers and reſolutions. But all this did 
not do. He fill found himſelf bound as in 
aglliction and iron. He remained in fore bondage, 
doing the evil he would not, and not doing the 
good which he would have done. His convictions 
became ſtill ſharper, and his fear of hell more 
deeply diſtreſſing. Endeavouring therefore by ſome 
means or other to procure = 1 for his ſoul, he 
had recourſe to his former ſhifts, and lays, “J re- 
peated my reſolutions and vows againſt fin: but 
eſpecially, whenever I fell into any outward 
wickedneſs; and above all, the Sin that did fo 
eafily beſet me. Then I was on the rack, and 
rough extiemity of anguiſh, have frequently 
ſtruc K myſelf ag. uinlt the ground, tearing the hairs 
rom off my bea 
His light began now tc increaſe with his pain- 
ful feeling. About this time, ſaid he, by read- 
ng, and the help of the Holy Spirit, I began to 
have 
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Fave ſtill clearer notions concerning the nature 
2nd conſequences of in.” 


This increaſe of knowledge did not however 


mend, much leſs hcal his heart, No 


4 


The ſudden ray of heavenly light, 
Which dimly dawned upon his night, 
But made his darkneſs vikble, 

And left him to a deeper hell. 


Struggling in his chains, he reſolved upon other 
2ncalures. And finding that his prayers, tears, 
reſolutions, and vows did not ave he deviſed 


another c «pedient, and came to this 


ctermination, 
jolemnly to {wear to the Lord, imagining that 


then it would not be poſſible he mould break 


with kim afterwards, 


Accorangly he bound himſelf by an oath, that 
{or the time to come he would utterly renounce 
41] thoſe fins he then accuſed himſelf of, and 
winch had hicherto wrought him lo mich un- 
calincſs. This procedure begot in him for the 
preleut, ſome ceſſation from torment, and left him 


{or awhile in deep ſecurity, But it was not 


DRY „ 
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long ere he ſound this band likewiſe, was as the 
1255 of a broken reed. Ile fell into one of thoſe 

ery fins, againſt the commiſſion of which he 3 
fo facre dy bound himſelf; involving by th 
means his conſcience in the additional guilt of 
(what he called) perjury, and thus rendered his 
anxicly great beyond deſcription, Yea, he gave 
up all hope: and became well nigh deſperate. Ile 
Lew not whither to betake himfelt, or what 
fNould be his next ſtep; reaſoning thus with 
himielf, „Since I have perjured mylelf in one 
inſtance, J may as well commit all my old frs 
over again, Thus, adds he, I was driven by the 
devil, allured by fin and | corruption, and decerved 
by my own evil heart,” 

About this time it pleaſed our J. ord to viſit him 
witha fit of illnefs, in, and by which his fears and 


B mifery 
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milery were conſiderably increaſed. He often 
bewailed himſelf in the utmolt anguiſh of {piri! 
with weeping and lamentation, breathing out hi 
ſoul in moans. „O the guilt of ſin! when 4 
charged home upon the conſcience by the Spir! 
of God, what an intolerable load! 4 wounded hifi 
who can bear!“ 
Thus, being ignorant of God's righteonſneſs ; the 
way of becoming righteous, or juſtified, which he . ˙ 
hath appointed, he went about to eſtablh his own » 
righteouſneſs, or works, expecting to be juſtified “ oh 
the works of the law, and not by the faith of Jef 4 
Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of God ; appointed 
and approved by him, through faith, without the 
deeds of the law, Little knowing that to him that 3 
worketh not, but belteveth in him that juſtiſet/ 5 
the angodly, his faith is counted to lim for! 8 
1:ighteouſneſs : and * How, (as he ſays) could I d- q 
otherwiſe ? I had not the Bible to inſtruct we; 
tor I never had read it, except a little at chool. 
when I was about eleven years old.“ © Woe 7 
you, he adds, ye blind guides (meaning the Nom if. 1 
Clergy) ye have taken away the key of Know- #4 
ledge, that is, the word of God from the people, ; \ 
Itis this which unfolds the hidden treaſures of his! 
will, and free grace towards mankind, While J 
. 


Ms 


therefore I remained ignorant of bis, no wonder 
that I went on in error, and fought as one that 
beateth the air.“ 

But now the true Teacher began to manifeſt & 
himſelf. The Spirit of Truth proceeding from tie 
Father and the Son, wrought in him daily, a ſtil; 
deeper ſolicitude about the great buſineſs of his 
ſalvation. Among others of his refleétions, he 
began to think more ſeriouſly than ever, of the 
doctrine of the Church of Rome; reſolving that 
whatever might be the conſequence, he would 


do every thing, that in any meaſure might contri- | 


bute to his lalvation, 


CIHAP, 
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HA P. IV. 


Of his forſahing the Church of Rome, 


1 he 4% Variety of incidents contributed to this part 
oe of his conduct. IIe was firit deeply con- 
d by $cerned about the weighty affair of his own fal- 

22 vation; and then began to think fe riouſly of the 
ite! Y influence which his reli. gious connexions Might 


they have thereon, Which prepared him for atten din · 
hat to whatever he at any time either read, or had 
ret A hica rd {poke n 041 this head, 
for That which outwardly contributed molt thereto 
do was the inſtance we his brother, of whom he kad 
ne: learned Latin. A man (to ule his own word 
bol. of tolerable 8 g, and deſigned for a popill 
to Prieſt. But ſecing many crrots among them, he 
%% renounced Popery.“ 

About the eighteenth year of his age, while he 
„le. was a ſtrict oblerver of the Rites of the Romiſh 
his Church, this brother (who relinquiſhed it ſome 


ile vears before) began frequently to diſcourfe with 
ler ® him concerning the principles of the Romanijts. 
hat) But © I ſtrenuouſly, ſaid he, though ignorantly 

withſtood him; ee the traditions and ca- 


eſt nons of the church, while he, on the contrary ,ap- 
ths pealed to the law, and to the teſtimony. He often 
ili ſaid to me, © My brother, why do you not read 
nis God's w ba ? Lay alide prejudice, and let us rea- 
he ſon together,” 

he | Reaſonings of this kind, which were occaſionally 
at made uſe of with him from time to time, together 
Id with hearing the Scriptures frequently read in his 
1. B brother's ſchool, put him at length upon a diligent 


conſideration of both ſides of the queſtion, But 
as it generally happens in like caſes, attachment 
to old ſentiments, prejudices of education, 
P. B 2 ſhame, 


% 


* 
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ſhame, or fear of man, kept him for ſome time iu 


ſtrong ſuſpenſe, His breaſt was moved with 


contrary, and therefore conflicting paſſions, He 


revolved in his mind, and rejected many a thought 
on the head, and again reſumed and embraced 
them, Thus halting between two opinions, he 
complained of the corruption of his heart, and the 
prejudice of education, which were as ſmoke 
upon his foul, fo dimming his underſtanding that 
ne could fee nothing clearly, 

„Walking one day in Sept. 1748, in a field, ſaid 
he, I was ruminating deeply on what my oppo- 


nents urged againſt the doQrine of the Church of 


Rome. I ſaid in my heart--perhaps all is not 
right, Peradventure I have been impoſed upon, 
But how ſhall I now? How can I be certainly 
aſſured whether the Prieſt has led me in the right 
way? Immediately it occured to my mind, that 
on God alone, I could ſafely venture my ſalva- 
tion, and that without doubt, he would lead me by 
his counſel, if I aſked wiſdom of him, 

Then I cried unto the Lord God, and ſaid, 
All things are known to thee, and thou ſeeſt that 
] want to worſhip thee aright. Shew me the way 
wherein J ought to go, nor ſuffer me to be 
deceived by men.“ 

The Lord who inſtructed Sal, when he en- 
quired, What wilt thou have me to do? aniwered 
his prayer; which he did not ceafe to pour out 
before him. The Father of lights, and the giver 
of wifdom to all that aſk it, did, according to 
the adorable metheds of his working, determine 
his choice in this particular. 

Jo this time and occaſion may be referred 
what determined him with reſpe& to the Popiſh 
doctrine of Merit, namely, the deep impreltion 
made on his mind by thoſe words of St. Paul, 
If righteouſneſs came by the law, then Chriſt is dead 


in vain, This paſſage he had not remembered 


ever to have read, or heard; and afterwards, when 


he 


ang > A * ST " 22 tt} LI S th ET * 2 
Fr i — a 


OF THOMAS WALSH, r7 


He met with it (Gal. ii. 21.) it was to him like 
le ife from the dead, 
ht Soon after, he reſolved to hand no longer halt- 
od ing between two opinions, * Therefore, faid he, 
oing to my brother and the other perſons who 
** Fiſed 1 to converle with me on this head, 1 deter- 
mined now, once for all, cither to convince, or 
4 be convinced by them, 

« Propoling therefore my deſign, they deſired 
dme to bring a Bible, and with it Nelſon's Feaſts, and 
q Fafts of the Church of Kugland. Accordingly, we 
began reading, and converling, and continued to- 
wether t till midnight,” The refult was, I was 
conſtrained, ſaid he, to give place to the light of 
truth. It was ſo 2 that 1 had nothing 


Y more to lay; I was judged of all, and at length 
t L contelſed the weaknetis of my 8 reaſonings, 
. | and the ſtrei ngth of thoſe which wen e oppolicd 

About one o'clock inthe morning I rctired to 
1 4 my lodging, and according to my uſual cuſtom 
1 went to prayer; but now, only to the God of 
y heaven: I no more prayed. to any angel or {pirit, 
4 For I was deeply perſuaded that there ig but one 


God, and one Mediator between God and man, the 
i man Chriſt Feſus. Therefore I reſolved no longer 
| to ſuffer auy man to beguile me in a voluntary 


8 humility, in worſhipping either laints or angels. 
1 Theſe latter, I conidered as munzjterta! ſpirits, "lu 
o | forth to miniſter to them who jhatl be heirs of fat- 
0 vation. But with regard to any worſhip being 


paid to them, one of themtelves ſaid, Sce thou dy 
4 t not, worſizp God God only, 
© All my ſophiſms on this head were entirely 
7 overthrown by a few hours candid reading the 
q holy Scriptures, which were now become as alan- 
4 thorn to my feet, and a lamp to my paths, directing 
1 me in the way wherein 1 ſhould go. I could ſee 
A no manner of authority either in the Old Teſta 
© ment or the New, for invocating any Saint or 
polls enn God, the Triune God, is 
B 3 alone, 
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alone, the proper object of prayer, and of a! | 


divine worſhip,” He is likewiic a Jealous Gor 


(Exod. xx. 5,) and will not give his glory ic 


another, | 

Not many days after, he fell into diſcourſe wit! 
his father, on the head, and informed him, that h. 
was minded to forſake the Church of Rome, bein: 


clearly convinced ſhe was not that infallible, vo: 


pure Church, he once eſteemed her, But rathe:, 
(to uſe his own words) a harlot. who had com: 
mitted ſpiritual and vile adultery. My father. add: 
he, produced his {trong reaſons to overthrow al! 


I had faid. I dared not but liſten to him, which 


I did with much attention. But the more he 
argued, the more I was confirmed in my forme: 
reſolution.“ : 


Being now fully ſatisfied, and deliberately de- 


termined, he reſolved to omit no becoming method 


of teſtifying the ſame. And accordingly, he pub- 


licly and in form, renounced his former commu- 
nion; abjured the errors of the Church of Rome, 


and thence forward regularly attended the ſervice | 


of the Eſtabliſhed Church. A certain providence 
ſee med to direct the very matter of the f 
which he heard there. The firſt text, ſaid he, 


* 


rſt Sermon 


I heard preached on at Church, was, He that be- 
lieveth and ts baptized, ſhall be faved : but he that be- 


lieveth not, all be damned, Mark xvi. 16, 

«Yet, alas! how little did I know of bcheving ? 
being taught and accuſtomed to call by the name 
of Faith, the pecuhar principles of the Church 
of Rome. But I have now learned a better leſſon, 
and know that rightly to believe, is one of the 
greateſt things in the world. 

« And now that I have left the Church of 
Rome, I nevertheleſs declare (ſuch was his inge- 
nuity |) that I think there ate many ſincere fouls 
amongſt them. For I bear them witneſs, that they 
have a zeal for God, though not according to 
knowledge, Many of them have juſtice, mercy, 
and truth ; and may, (notwithſtanding many errors 

in 


— 
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in ſentiment, and therefore in practice, through 
invincible ignorance} {ince, as is God's Majeſty, 
fo is his Mercy, be dealt with accordingly.” 
There have been doubtleſs, and {til} are among ſt 
them, {ome burning and ihining lights; perſons 
who { whatever their particular ſentiments may be) 
are devoted to the ſervice of Jelus Chriſt, accord- 
ing as their light and opportunities admit, And 
in reality, whatever op:2o0ns people may hold, they 
ere moit approved of God, whoſe tempers and 
bekaviour correſpond molt with the model of his 
holy Word. This, however, can be no juſtihce- 
tion of general, and public, unſcriptural tenets, 
ſuch as are many of thoſe of the Church of Rome, 
It may be aſked then, ſaid he, Why did I leave 
their communion, fince I thought fo favourably of 
ther? I anſwer, becauſe I was abundantly con- 
vircee, that as a Churen, they have erred from the 
right way, and adulterated the truths of God, with 
the insentions and traditions of mem; wiuch the 
Scriptures, and even celebrated writers of them- 
felves, abundantly teſtify, God is my witneſs, 
that the fole motive which induced me to leave 
them, was an unfeigned delre to know the wa 
of God more perfectly, in order to the ſalvation 
of my ſoul. For although 1 then felt, and do 
yet feel my heart to be, as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
acceitful, and wcfperately wicked with regard to 
God; yet I was ſincere in my reformation, 
having from the Holy Spirit, an earneſt deſire 
to ſave my tout. ; 
„If it ſhould be {till aſked, But could I not be 
ſaved, ſuppoling I had never left the Church 
of Rome? I anviwer, if I had never known the 
Truth of the Scriptures concerning the way of {a[- 
vation, nor been convinccd that their principles 
were antiſcriptural, then I might pollibly have 
been ſaved in her communion, the merciful God 
making allowance for my invincible ignorance. 
But I freely profeſs, that now, ſince God hath en. 
lightened my mind, and given me to {ce the truth 
23 
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as it is in Jeſus, if I had ſtill continued a mem- 
ber of the Church of Rome, I could not have 
been ſaved. 

„With regard to others, I ſay nothing. I know 
that every man muſt bear his own burden, and ve an 
account of h1mfelf to God. To our own N alter, 
both they and 1 muſt ſtand or fall for ever. But 
love however, and tender compaſſion for their 
fouls, conſtrain. me to pour out a Prayer to God 
in their behalf, 

© All fouls are thine, O Lord God, and thou 
willeſt ad to come to the knowledge of the 
Truth and be ſaved, For this end thou didſt give 
thy only begotten Son, that whoſoever be elieveth 
in him, m wht not periſh but have everlaſting 
I:fe, I befecch thee, O eternal God, ſhew thy 
t:nder mercies upon thoſe poor ſouls. who have 
been long deluded by the god of this world, the 
pope, and his clergy. clus, 
Souls, and Friend of Sinners, ſend to them thy 
light and_thy truth, that they may lead them, 


O let thy bowels yearn over them, and call thole © 


ſtraying ſheep, now periſhing for lack of know- 
ledge, to the light of thy word, which 1s able 


to make them wile to falvation, through faith | 


which is in thee,” 


thou Lover of © 


CA. 


Seme further Account of his progreſs in the way 
of fe, with other reaſons of his conduct in regard 
to the Church of Rome. 


V. 


HE affair of his renouncing the Romiſh 
Church, and Gdeclarmg himſelf a member 
of the Church of England, being now over, 
he fet humlelt to read, with much diligence, 


the holy Scriptures, to gether with the writings 
of ſome of the molt eminent Proteſtant Divines. 
And hereby he received further light every 

day, 


— — 
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Jay, being more and more fully perſuaded that 
his conduct was right, and ale lee to his true 
appinels. 


} 'By this means he began likew:le to fee into the 


nature of the Goſpel, and the one, only, true 
way, which 1t points out to life and happine Is. 
10 Now, laid he, I begin to difcern clearly, that 
it is the Blood of Chrift alone which clean/eth from, 
all Sin, and that by one Offering of hiintelf once 
or all, he hath perfetted for ever luem that are 
JanKifed. '' (Heb, x. 14.)=—perfettly accon- 
pliſhed, without any other helps, or repetitions 
'of the ſame; all that was neceſſary in order to the 


. Juſtification, Sanctifſication, and Gloritication of 
All Believers. 


J likewiſe became now mote clearly ſinbble 


of the errors which I formerly held. As firlt, 
"4 
thinking that my own works would merit ſomg- 


thing from God, Secondly, vainly imagining that 
there is a place for the purgation of {1n "after 
Death. When at any time therefore I was aſked 
now, Why I had left the Church of Rome? I 
| could anſwer upon good and ſolid grounds. Be- 
cauſe I am well aſſured that the doctrine of Me- 
rit, (to ſpeak of no more) and works of Supetero- 
= gation, are contrary both to Reaſon and Sc ripture, 


lo Reafan ; it being abſurd to luppole that @ 
creature, receiving lite, and breath, and all things 


from its Creator, ſhould be able to love, adore, and 
' obey him, more than bs required of him, as his 
| indiſpenſable duty to the Proprictor of the Uni- 
| verſe, —To Scripture ; being tlatly contrary to the 
words of Chrilt, When ve have done ail ths fe things 

| which are commanded you, fry, we are unprofitatt: 
| ſervants, Luke xvii. 10. 

6 Beſide, if the Blood of Chrift, the merit of all 
he hath done and ſutfered, cleanfcth from ail fin, 
| what imaginable need can there 'be of the fire of 
purgatory ? Surely when al? fin is cleaned, or 
taken aw ay, there can be none remaining,” Alas, 
for thoſe who truſt for ſafety to ſuch a itaff of a 

broken 
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broken reed! deferring the preſent opportunities 
and means of deliverance from {in and death, 
under the pretence of ſome future means of pur ga- 
tion from in inthe inviſible world. Ihe bufine!; 
of ſalvation is a new affair (2 Cor. vi. 2.) It is in 
this life it muſt be wrought out, or nove r. We 
are accountable and rewardable only for the deeds 
done in the body. The ſoul that is holy, leaving 
the body, will remain ſo for ever: as on the con— 
trary, wholo leaves this world, in an unholy | 

mult be unalterably ſo, and therefore mite le 


for ever: for there is no work, nor device, nor Eng 


ſed e, nor wiſdom in the grave, whither thou gott. 


O then, FO poor hnner, who cv vo thou art, rc 
pent, repent, and turn to God, whillt thou halt 
ileſh upon 3 : for as long as a laſts, tlie 
kingdom of God is nig at hand: but if thou 
dic{t without true Conv erſion, alas, better thou 
hadſt never been born! For 7 & black lakes, 


bottomleſs pits, ages of a gnawing worm, ang a2 


fire that never ceales to burn, will and betw cen 
thee and the kingdom of heaven for ever,” 


His now increaſing knowledge in the things 5 


of God; his ability from the holy Scriptures to 8 


diſtinguiſh between Truth and Error, became daily 
matter of thankſgiving to God. But yet hisunre- 
generate nature could not be truly at reſt. The 


word of God was now indeed his ſtudy and de- 
light. But it ſerved likewiſe, (by ſhewing him 
how his heart and life muſt be, in order to con- 
ſtitute him an approved lervant of God,) more 


deeply to diſtreſs him. The commandment, in its 
{ſpiritual and extenſive meaning, Kill diſſeRing his 
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inward parts, ſlew him, (Rom. vii. 8,11.) fo that 5 
he was diſtreſſingly ſenfible of his death in trei- 1 


paſſes and fins, His convictions and anguiſh ot þ 
{pirit became therefore more afilictive than ever. 
The ſmall ceſſation from the pain of his inward 
ſtate, which the interval of his relinquiſhing po- 
For) afforded, ſerved now only to augment his 
lorrow; to find that after all, the great work was 


yet 


28 
- 
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ies 4 he, ſtill con- 
th, emned me. Phe. reit in my bones by 
ga- gealon of my ſin.“ 1 „ meaning to make ſure 
©, avork, he defi--d + :now the uttermoſt of his 

in evil and danger. To this end he read thoſe 
Ve Paſfages, both divine nnd human, which feemed 
4% gnoit to condemn him; „ for I was willing, ſaid 
115 he, to know the worſt of my condition : not in- 
nn deed that this was always the caſe. Sometimes 
to, the devil, and the corruption of my nature ſo far 
„ prevailed, as to lull my conſcience, and drown 
„ amy convictions, by a variety of thoughts and other 
„2. matters.“ 

re The light, notwithſtanding, did not ceaſe to ſhine 
alt Jin his heart; ſo that although there were many 
He Foccurrences and temptations, which ſomctimes 
ou flachened his endeavours, nevertheleſs the weighty 
on concern of his ſoul ſoon recurred, Conſcience 
es, ſtood up for God, ſtill calling to, and keeping in 
da his remembrance the guilt of lin, and the neceſſity 
den of a true converſion. 5 85 

f Thus far he laboured, through the furnace of 

ngs © heart-tormenting conflict, on the one hand by 
sto the Romaniſts, who Nil wrought him all the 
ily trouble they poſſibly could, both bv calumny and 
rc. 3 contention: and on the other, by the Ruler of the 
he I darkneſs of tits world : Satan and his co mi taries, 
de- ſeeking to devour him. He travailed in birth, and 
jim Was in 1orrow, and pain to be delivered, The agony 
on- i of his heart frequently extorted from him, com- 
ore plaints not indeed in thoſe very words, but; to 
its T4 this effeR, The forrows of death have co. mh, 7 d nie 
his bl about, and the pains of hell haue got hoid upon me ! 
hat He found trouble and heavineſs. In this diſtreſs 
rei- he cried unto the Lord, and ſaid, O Lord, Ie 

of thee deliver my foul ! I am oppreſſed, undertake for 
- me / 
ardk And thus he remained for ſome time, waiting 
po- and longing for his God, even as the thirſty ground 
his for ſhowers, His ſorrow, it is true, was often in— 
was teriperied with gleams of ſweetly reviving hope 
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that yet a little while, and he whom he ſoug!!: r, 
would come, and would not tarry, while his very the 1 
pulſe ſtill beat, Make no long tarrying, O my Go. 0 h 
Mae hafte my Beloved, and come away, Be thou lth! A «© 
a roe, or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether, he 
The Lord did indeed wait to be gracious, he weil! 
brought to the birth, and gave ſtrength to bring fort/. gela 
For the ſpirit of heavineſs, he received the gar- he 
ments of praiſe, and for mourning, the oil of joy. le. 
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Of ſome Particulars previous to his Converfion, Fel 


1 


FT ER having made uſe of every means, tait 
which either men, or books could ſuggeit, 

but without the deſired effect, (being now in the $1.6 
nineteenth year of his age) as he returned to his ee 
lodging one evening in the city of Zimerick, March the 
17, 1749, he faw an uncommonly large concourle v 
of pcople allembled in a place called the Parade. eon 
adjoiming to the main ſtreet, Ile turned aſide 10B jog 
ſee what it meant; and perceiving a man preach- hre 
ing to the people in the open air (a thing then 4. 
uite new in Ireland,) he eagerly ſtopped to know} « 
what he ſaid, And hearing him {Mr R. S. from 
Matt. xi. 28,) affectionately, and carncitly intreatÞ xf 


ul 


all perſons to come to Jeſus Chrift, that they mightÞ hy 
nd reft to therr fouls : and withal exhorting them] in. 
to ſearch the Scriptures, and ſee for themſelves it} 50 
what he ſaid was not true; it filled him with | qu 
wonder, and with a deſire to know more of this] an 
matter. | WEST | 

He had of a long time ſorely felt the want of, 


ret in his ſoul. And notwithſtanding all his 
endeavours to obtain it, like the poor woman in th. 
the Goſpel, who had ſpent all that ſhe had upon Ihr 
Phyfictans and was nothing bettered, but rather grew go 
worſe, his caſe became every day more inſuppor- vi 
table, A preſling invitation therefore to partake fre 
£82 | ot, 
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1glt Sr, and an aſſurance of finding the very thing 
very the ſo wanted, could not fail of being acceptable 
0. to him. 
4 But here, ſaid he, it may be needful, in order 
er., the better to underſtand ſome particulars which 
he will be hereafter related, to premiſe a few things 
7%, Felative tothis Preacher, and the people to whom 
gar- pe belonged. 1ſt. He was one of the people called 
ov. Methodiſts, and a member of the Church of 
England. 2. This people began to preach Chriſt, 
— and juſtification through his blood about the year 
2738, having had their beginning at Oxford, in the 
Rev. Mr. Join and Charles Wefley ; the former a 
„. Fellow of Lincoln College, and the latter, Student of 
| Criſt Church, Theſe two brothers having ob- 
ins, tained mercy themlclves, were called of God to 
cit, publiſh his love to others likewiſe, by preaching 
the the Goſpel of the kingdom, 0 (very creature that 
hie would hear the Jayfut found. Accordingly, out 
ch ſthev go into the tancs and highways, crying in the 
ric. of wiſdom to the /ons of men, beſeeching and 
ei compelling ſinners to turn to God, to come to that 
aß feaſt 07 MATYOW and fat bling, Which he hath 
ch. prepared for all who will but accept of life and 
en falvetion. 
After theſe ſervants of God had been thus 
Im employed for ſome time, it pleaſed their divine 
vat | Maſter, to lend forth other labourcrs into his 
hit tharveſt, to aſſiſt in the ſame bleffed work: not 
ni indeed ſuch as human wildom would have ap- 
pointed, the great or wile men of this world; but 
quite the contrary : the poor (for the moſt part) 
sand as St. Paul ſays, the be and weak, that thus, 
leaving no room for boaſting, or glorying in man, 
of ' whoſo gloricth might glory in the Lord. 
115 © Some of thele, after preaching the goſpel in 
the ſtreets and highways, totheir own countrymen, 
brought the glad tidings to Ireland alto: where, 
going about from place to place, through cities and 
'- villages, they freely declared, what they had fo 
\©Firecly reccived, to every one that would hear, 
1. C And 
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And glory be to God, their labour of love was n 
in vain. He that fent them, gave their word hu { 
bleſſing, ſo that many received it gladly; ant 
having felt its power, bring forth fruit with | 


"x 


atience.“ ; 

It was ſome weeks before he had opportunity + f 
of hearing them again, being obliged to take care 0 
of his ſchool in the country, On his next return? 
to Limerick, he heard another of them (Mr. T. VH. 
and liked his preaching ſtill better. But his“ 
fondneſs for. and attachment to the word of God. We 
would not admit of his taking things upon truſt, 0 
He therefore compared the dottrine he heard with: 
the word of God, and with the Articles and Hy $740 
miltes of the Church of England which, © I found. 
ſaid he, to be conſonant with both. I became 
daily more and more attached to them, and their 
manner of living increafed my affeftion for them. 
They appeared to me to be true followers ofs 


- Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, adorning the dottrine of, ee 


God in all things. 0 
« When they had preached the goſpel at Lime. We 
ick for ſome time, they came over to New-Market Þ th. 
a village where I then reſided. In a little time} Cl 
there was a Society formed, ſo they called thoſe} 42 
who met weekly together, in order to ſing thc all 
praiſes of God, to pray to him, and to help each Bl 
other on to heaven. To thefe I joined myſelf 
member, Sept. 29, 1749, in order to be more fully wi 
inſtructed in the way of ſalvation.” ; by 
God had, by this time, made plain his war ta 
be fore his face, The ſcripture had fully informed} 5 
his underſtanding how a inner can find favourſ 3C 
with God. His doctrinal ſcruples were all reg a 
moved, and he wanted only the feeling poſſeſſiouſ *2 
of what he believed attainable. in 
His foul reached out with vehemency of deſire G. 
to the Mark of the prize of his high calling. But 
vet he could not lay hold on the hohe fet before him. th 
He could not break the bondage of unbelief, off ut 
which he was now deeply convinced, and under 
Whicl 
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sn hie he groaned continually, 50 it plealed God 
I hi; {ufter him to wait for ſome time, looking and 
nging tor the beams of his brightneſs, to revive 


an 
with Ind rcjoice his weary {pirit, | 
| He particularly deſcribes his ſtate of convittion 

nit h follows, 
care ift. The Lord convinced me of mv boſom fins 
turn pfthat which did moſt catily beſet me; repreſenting 
I, he heinouinets of it in various circumitatices, 

hi; evaly. All my other abominations likewiſe 


104. $ re let in Ara beſore ie „ US Amaru ready 10 
ruſt Hevour me; Or, as {0 many devils rc ady to tcar ma 
Pn pieces. God wrote them down in large cha- 
Frattors, lo that I might well lay, My rus were coe. 
ind. core ue. 

ame « galy, 1 was. clearly Convinced, that not ouly 
heir my uns, but likewiſe what I called my durics, 
ew. we an abom uation unt the Lord, My 1g 1 
5 OF tuners appeared c l agg. Lhe corrupt bret 
e off e wot ing forth goud frutt. 

« qthly. The ſame Spirit convinced me, that 1 
mne 1 was an unbeliever; that I had not true faith, and 
Vet, therefore had no part or lot in the Lord Jeſus 
ime] Chriſt. As an unbeliever I was condemned already, 
ofch and the wrath of God abode upon me, John iii. 1 
the alfented indeed to every thing revealed in the 
ich Bible; yet 1 now clearly perceived, I lacked the 
fal very true, Chriftian Faith. I learned from the 
11vb | Methodr/ts, ſo called, and had it confirmed to me 
by the New Teſtament, that whoſoever has true 
van faith, has with it the remiſſion of ſins, (Rom. iv. 
cd gx and v. 1. and viii. 1. John iii. 18. Acts xiii. 
our 39. 1 John v. 10.) and peace with God, 1 read, 
re- H ver believeth, ts born of Code and he that is 
ion tori of God finneth not. But I tinned, and thence 

inferred, I had not faith, neither was born of 
ref God. 
Zut „ 5thly. I was moreover deeply convinced, 
im. that 1 could not help myſelf; that I was utterly 
off unable to work, either Tepentaner. faith or holi- 
der ; C 2 | neſs 


1C| 


W 3 


rr 
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neſs in my own ſoul, and that it was by grace 
alone I could be ſaved. 


« 6thly. I was without comfort. My ſoul was 


grieved, and my heart fainted within me. I found 
labour and forrow beyond expreſſion, Worldly 
comforts availed nought. I had no reſt night or 
day. When I prayed, I was troubled ; when ! 
heard a ſermon, I was pierced as with darts and 
arrows. Whenever I either read or converſed, 
till I was broken and bruiſed in heart. Thus 
was I itripped of all, and wretched, and blind and 
naked; having neither faith nor power, holineſs 


or happi neſs. Truly there was no found part in 


me. All was wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying 
fores, I could neither fleep nor eat. Ihe affliction 
of my ſoul ſo affected my body, that at length I 
was obliged to take to my bed. 

« zthly. I ſaw. by the ſame light, the ground of 
all this, namely, Original Sin, This I felt was the 
ſource of all my miſery and helpleſſneſs. By one 
man fin entered into the world, and death by fin, and 
fo death paſſed upon all, for that all have finned, 
Here I ſaw the root of all evil. Hence are we 
children of wrath ; baniſhed from God, and the 
tree of life.“ 

This was his ſtate about the year 1749. And in 
ſubſtance, I believe it agrees with the experience 
of moſt of the children of God. 

One would not however attempt to fix a deter- 
minate point; making the progreſs of the work of 
Cod in one, or a thouſand perſons, a ſtandard by 
which to judge of the experience of others. There 
are diverſities of operations, by the ſame ſpirit. But 
ot 8 the Jame God, who worketh all in all. And theſe 
opcrations are (according to the wiſdom that 
weigheth the ſtates of the children of men) pro- 
partioned to their different Capacities, com- 
plexions, and various circumſtances of time, age, 
education, and 3 


With ſome ſouls, it pleaſeth our Lord to deal 


more gently than with others; as in the caſe of 
Ly dia, 


, - NY Þ 
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Iydia, and the 7ailor, The latter, trembling and 
terrified, fell down, before Paul and Silas, and ſaid 


in the utmoſt conſternation, What muſt 7 do to b 


__ While the former, without any ſuch pre- 


ious terror, that we read of, had her heart gently 


pte ned to attend unto, and receive the words of 


eternal life, whick were fpoken of Paul. And there 


ure no doubt, thoulands &y luch initances at this 


day. 


But in general, thoſe whom Cod intends for 


the ſervice of others, he gives them to feel, as they 
ure able to bear, the en of their nature's death ; 


the bitterneſs and deſert of in, before he ſhews 


them his falvation ; that being feelingly acquainted 
' withithe wretchednels of an unregencrate ſtate, 
they may be the better capable of {ympittfting 


with, and counſelling others in like circumſtances; 


and be quickened in their endeavours of ſaving 


{ouls from death. 

But in all who are begotten again to newneſs 
of life, there is a deep conleiouſneſs of want. And 
there never has been an inſtance of true conver- 
hon among grown perſons, where the ſoul did not 
previoully feel its Poverty, Guilt or Danger, in a 
greater or leſs degree. 


HA k. VII. 
e his finding Reſt to his Soul. 
RUL Y my foul waiteth only upon Cod: for 


of him cometh my ſalvation, Was tac preient 
language of his heart, Although the Bignt had 
hitherto hung upon his ſoul, yet he trequeruty law 


the promiſe of deliverance at a diſtance. But now 
the Day-ſpring from on hugh, began to dawn upon 


bim. Ihe beamings of the divine glory, even the 
love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, one around hun, 
pierced into him, and brought to his weary ſpirit, 

C 3 pardon 
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pardon and peace; life, liberty and love: the 
manner of which he deſcribes as follows : 
_ * Having given an account of my convictions, 
I think it may not be improper to relate likewiſe, 
how the Son of the Promiſe was begotten and 
brought forth in me. 

« i{t. He kindled in me earneſt deſires toward: 
God. My heartbegan to warm and dillolve after 


it was ſcorched by the wrath of God; and to bea 


little comforted and encouraged, 
« 2dly. Light began to ſpring up in my mind, 


I faw at length, not my guilt only, but likewiſe 
the all-ſufficiency of Chriſt. I was convinced that 
he came to ſeek and ſave loſt finners: that Ile 


taſted death for every man; that he wet all men 
to be ſaved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. 
O what a glorious view had I of the mercy ol 
God in giving his Son, and of the unſpeakable: 


love of Chriſt in dying for ſinners! I was con- 
ſtrained to cry out, Lord, What manner of love i: © 
this, wherewith thou haſt loved us! What is man 
that thou ſhouldſt be ſo mindful of him! But 1 
could not yet ſay that I had Redemption in the 


blood of Chrift, the forgiveneſs of my ſens, 


* gdly. But J had ſtrong hope that God would 


be merciful to my unrighteoufneſs, and blot out 
my ſins for his name-ſake, I could ſee the promiſe 
of pardon held forth to me, though as yet I was 


not able to lay hold of it, At certain ſeaſons in- | 
deed, I could be almoſt confident that there was | 
#0 condemnation to me; and could venture my ſoul | 


upon Chriſt, for life and ſalvation. But this ſoon 


8 


Faniſhed away, which convinced me it was not | 


juſtifying faith, elſe the Witneſs would be in my 
art: for he that believeth on the Son of God hath 


the witneſs in himſelf. 


« zthly. There was kindled in my ſoul a tilt 


more vehement thirſt after Chriſt, Nothing could 
now ſatisfy me but the knowledge of an intereſt 
in his blood. My foul was ſick with fervent 
longings. I citcemed all things but * 
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droſs for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus, He appeared altogether lovely to 
me. I was ſo taken up in beholding him, in 
reading, and in prayer, that I had no deſire for any 
thing elſe. Neither the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of 
"the eye, nor the pride of life, had any power over 
me; yet, I could not ſay, I was a believer, 


„ 5thly. But, about four months after my moſt 
deep awakenings, the clear day began to ſhine, 


and the Lord, Who is rich in mercy, viſited me with 
his ſalvation, He brought me out of the horrible 


* I pit, and ſet my feet upon the Rock, The parti- 


"cular manner of which was as follows : 

Coming into the room where we often met 
together, I fat muſing and meditating. My foul 
was looking out, and longing for Chriſt, as the 
' watchman for the morning. The congregation 


being allembled, the ſervant of God (Mr. W. 1.) 


poured out his foul in prayer. While he did this, 
the power of the Lord came down in the midit of 
us. The windows of heaven were opened, and the 
ſties poured down righteouſneſs, My heart melted 


like wax before the fire; eſpecially at the mentign 


of thoſe words, Who is this that cometh from Edom, 
with died garments from Bozrah? IAis that ts glorious 


in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs of his 


” ſtrength Y And again, at the ſinging thoſe words 
in the hymn, 


« Behold the Saviour of mankind, 
Nail'd to the ſhameful tree ; 
How vaſt the love that him inclin'd 
To bleed, and die for thee! 


Tis done! the precious ranſom's paid; 
Receive my ſoul he cries; 

See, where he bows his ſacred head! 
He bows his head and dies,” 


© The 
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The prayer, and the hymn, came with ſuch . 


ower to my heart, that I was conſtrained to cry 
out, Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that 1s within 
MC, 545 ig holy name; for he hath forgiven all mine 
iniquity, and healed my diſeaſes. 

And now I was divinely aſſured that God, for 
Chriit's ſake, had forgiven me all my fins. T he 
Spirit of God bore witneſs with my ſpirit that 1 
was a child of God, Yea, ſo great was the delt- 
verance, that I could not contain myſelf. I broke 
out into tears of joy and love. Having obtained 
ſuch mercy, I could not but join with the angels 
to ling prailes to him that fittetn vhon the throne, 
and to the Lamb, who ſo loved me, and waſhed me 
from my fins in his own blood. A new ſong was 
indeed put into my mouth, even of thankſgiving 
unto my God, 


« Honour, and might, and thanks, and praiſe, 
I render to my pardoning God, 
Extol the riches. of his grace, 
And ſpread thy ſaving name abroad: 
That only name to {inners given, 
Which lifts poor dying worms to heaven,” 


« I had often in private cricd aloud to God, 
yet, it was not till now, that I. did ſo in the VR, 


. But my wound being healed, a neceſ- 
11 


ty was laid upon me to declare what the Lord 
had done for my toul, In the tame hour another 
who ſat next me was filled with joy and peace 
in believing. We both withdrew to another room, 
and gave thanks and praiſe to God together. 

„ And now I felt of a truth that faith is the 


{abſtance, or lubliſtence, of !&:ngs A hep for, and the 


evidence of things not ſeen,” God and the things 


of the iuvilible world, of which he had only 


heard before by the hearing of tne car, appeared 

now in their true light as ſubſtantial realities, 

I could now lay hold on Chriſt, and the pro- 

miſes of God through him, Faith in his blood 
brought 
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i 


brought heaven into my breaſt, and filled me with 
1 ighteonſneſs, and peace, and Joy mn the Holy Ghoſt, 


1 


: ; a 
ry It gave me to [ce a reconciled God, and an all- 


in Fufhicient Saviour, Through this faith 1 could 
ne Jay, Chriſt loved me, and gave himſelf for me, O, 
this is the gift of God! Faith of the operation of the 
Dr Holy Ghojt.” 
16 lle lived now asin another world, Behold, God 
I 3s my ſalvation, went through the whole of his 
i- Heart and condutt, IIis foul was delighted with 
e thoſe good things reſerved for, and enjoyed only 
d by ſuch as love God. le io tafted that the Lord 
Is is gracious, as left no room, at pretent, for evil 
e, Teelonings, and intirely cugrolied his whole body 
ec and ſoul for God. The overflowings of his joy, 


is correſponding in degree with his former {orro\w, - 


g rendering him happy beyond all defcription. 

His happineſs received daily increaſe from the 
undoubted aſſurances which he continually re- 
ceived of the genuineneſs of his change. Ile pro- 

ved his work, and had therefore rejoicing in him- 
Jelf, He ſaw every riſing ſun with renewed 
pleaſure, and the returning night with added 
ſtrength: when he lay down, the banner over him 
was love: even while he ſiept his heart waked, 
and when he awoke he was ſtill with him! 
| He oblerves, „The more I compare my expe- 
- | rience with the word of God, and with the expe- 
- | rience of his children, I am the more confirmed 
. that it is no deluſion, but a ical work of God, a 
change wrought in my ſoul by the Spirit. of God, 
through faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I am 
„ | perſuaded however, that the natural man, (1 Cor, 
Ii. 14,) cannot receive the things of the Spirit of 
God. He has neither eyes to tee, nor a heart to 
underſtand them. A itranger doth not inter- 
meddle with his joy, It is the hidden Manna, and 
the white Stone, and the new Name, of adoption, 
wWrittenthereon, Rev. ii. 17, which no man know- 
eth ſave he that receiveth it, Glory, glory be to 


- F God on high! 
{ « Now 


K 


* 


— . 0 


. A SS ImReraAapts 


* # 3 


at >> > 


— — 
— 


= by 7 


— 


— 


Ly 


—P- "a 5 * 
Sethe: 
* * 
= . * L — — - 


CxS: 


were {weet to my ſoul, ſweeter even than honey 
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„ Now did I find the yoke of Chriſt to be eaſy 


indeed, and his burden light. His commandment, 


im. 
to my tongue. It was my comfort all the duv 
long to praiſe my Lord, and to walk in the ways gane 
which he tet hefore me. He created me unto goo tha 
works, and I cheerfully walked in them.” anc 

The Love of Gud being thus ſhed abroad in hi Are 
heart, enabled him to love his brother alſo. II; Jun 


oul was drawn out in good-will and tender affe + C 
tion to every creature: neighbours and {tran;zers, Lo 
friends and enemies. J could, faid he, unn 
feignedly love them that hated me, and pray f 3$Go 
them that deſpitefully uſed and perſecuted me? tha 
Thus truly evidencing himſelf, tobe a child of h.;F$evi 
Father in heaven, ren 


But he aid not ſtop here, His foul thirſtedt me 
more and more for all the image of God, 4 c 
Mead that was in Chreſt Feſus, He followed after, tio 
and longed for, an entire renovation, a full union, cve 
and communion with the Lord Jefus, His one apf 
cry was, Make me holy. Fulfill in me all he me 
$99 pleaſure of thy goodnefs, and the work of fru 

aith with power.”* For this he ſtruggled, and wa 
pleaded much with God. He truly agonized to 
enter in, often ſaying in effect, c 


« With me I know, I feel thou art; 
But this cannot ſuffice, 
Unleſs thou planteſt in my heart 
A canſtant paradiſe, 


My fluttering ſpirit fatigues my breaſt, 
And ſwells, and fpreads abroad, 
And pants for everlaſting reſt, 
And ſtruggles into God.“ 


This was early his mark, and the glorious prize a! 
which he aimed, throughout the reſidue of his 
Chriſtian- race. | 


U 
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W 
i His enjoyments were hitherto, with ſcarcely the 
malleſt alloy, having had, not ſo much as a doubt 


x 1 oncerning the reality of what had paſled in his 


na the light of divine truth ſo abode with him, 
that he continually ſet to his ſeal that God is /ove 
and taketh pleaſure in the proſperity of his chil: 


3% 


'— 


Qt 
acl | 


to 


atk 
118 


God, becauſe fin did not reign in my mortal body, 


rs power to rei} mit overcome them! 


frultrated him in his councils; ſor greater ig e t at 
was u me, than ke that is in the world. 


N 


? y vets, and with comfort drew water out of the 
wells of ſalvation. Sin, and temptation, and pain 


5 with my whole heart. Prayer, reading, faſting, 
watching , Communicating, and Chriſtian-fcllows- 


| rejoiced evermore, but prayed without ceating, 
| and in every thing gave thanks; whether I ate 
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Foul. The fury of the oppreſſor was fo reſtrained, 


dren. All fear of death and hell is removed from 
him; neither had fin any dominion, over him, 
66 God, laid he, gave me the victory through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt !”? 


Therefore did I know that I was a child of 


that 1 ſhould obey it in the de tres thereof, If an 
zevil thought was at any time injected, or the 
remains of the old man began to {tir, I had im- 


«© Tempted indeed I Was; but in every tempta- 
tion there was a way made for my eſcape. When- 
ever the enemy came in upon me as a flood, Jefus 


appointed ſairation for walls and butwarks around 
me. Te lifted up a ſtandard egainit him, and 


„% may ſay in few words, that the kingdom of 
Cod was within me, I fed upon marrow and fat- 


Hed before the ILord Jeſus, who dwelt in my heart 
© by faith. I walked and talked with God all the day 
long. Whatſoever I believed to be his will, I did 


| ſhip, were the joy of my {oul. 1he command- 
ments of God, were my delight. I not only 


or rank, or whatcy er I did, it was in the name cf 


e Lord Je ſus, and to the ge of God ! 
HAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


His Employment among ft his Chriſtian Brethren, anc 
the Treatment he met with from the World. 


HE treaſure of light and love, which Gol 


had put into the ſoul of his ſervant, began, 


now to ſhine clearly to others, They could eaſily 
diſcern an amazing change in his very aſpett, as 


4 2 ern 
H BR. 0: 
v5 
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well as in his tempers, and conduct in general. The 


calm, and at the ſame time, divine cheerfulne(s” 


and ſerenity of his ſoul, rendered him a deſirable 
25 well as ufeful member of their religious meet- 
ings. And the loving zeal which he felt for wh 
moting the glory of his dying God, prompted him 
to exert himſelf, with much fervor, in the ſervice 
of his neighbour. | 

Tnus with a heart ſet on fire to pay. at leai!, 
ſome ſmall returns, for all that ocean ot mercy, 
which he had experienced in himſelf, he fought 
opportunities, of imparting good to others; till it 
ſeemed good to thoſe who directed their religious 
exercites to appoint him Leader of a Clals, 

This was the little office aſſigned him at preſent, 
in which My buſineſs, ſaid he, was, 1ſt. To lr 
each perſon in my Claſs once a week, and if any 
were abſent, to enquireinto the cauſe, 2. Wher- 
ever we met together to fing palms or hymns, 


and to pray with them. g. To examine how their * 


fouls proſpered, and what progreſs they had made 
the preceding week in the way of the Lord?“ 
Whether they were unanimouſly determined to 
ſerve God with their whole heart? If any had 
fallen into fin, they were reproved; if tempted, 
they were comforted and encouraged ; and thole 
who ran well, were exhorted {till to preſs forward 
and give glory to God. 

But beſides this, he met with the whole Society 
two or three times a week, when, with praiſes 
and prayers, there wes always a word of ex- 
hortation. 


And, 


”—m nA. 
be. 
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„And, O, adds he, bow wonderfully did we 
| perience the power, and love of God, whenever 
% made prayer and ſupplicatgpn to him! we had 
OT heaven amonglt us; a paradiſe within us! The 
Lord pourcd ſuch peace and joy into our hearts, 

vl that we often did not know how to part, We 


ng livech as brethren, and {trove together for the hope 


F 


y pf the goſpel. We were of one heart, and of one 
s mind, in the preſence of God.“ 
de Mean time, his hitherto undiſturbed repoſe, be- 
s gan to be ſorely aſlaulted. Hits relat ions now 
le look a ſecond alarm. They thought, {aid he, that 
.I was turned heretic altogether,” To forſake the 
„ "Church of Rome, and declare himſelf a member of 
n the Church of England, was bad enough ; but to 
e become a Methodiſt beſide! this they judged the 
very conſummation of apoſtaly, and gave him up 
, as undone for ever. And it was not only his kin- 


dred who io judged of him, But, {aid he, my 


it neighbours in general were like-minded with my 
if cations, and not only thole of the Church of 
18 the,; bat feveral likewiſe who called themſelves 
| Proteſtants. They wers cxtremely angry that 1 
t, ſhould, as they called it, Change my religion. | 
A „And now did 1 {ce plainly, that perſons of x 
y every denomination, who are yet in their fins, £ 
Nt under the guilt and power of them, are at enmity $ 
„ (on again: Chriſt. And that Proteſtants, as well as | 3 
ir Vapiſts, have naturaify a fpirit of calumny and- 1 
e Xt perſecution.” Alas, names and opinions, what are 
„ © they? They do not, cannot alter the nature of 
o © men or things ; and experience abundantly ſhews, 6 
4 now little influence they have over the tempers | 
l, &} 2nd lives of the generality of mankind+ „Re- I 


5 ormed and unreformed, {aid he, I found to be 
d uſt alike; and that many who ſpoke againſt the 
Pope and the Ingurjition were themſelves in reality 


„ol the ſame ſpirit. 
XZ _<« When I was firſt converted, I had no notion 


that pcople could hate, and ſpeak evil of me, for 
& fearing God, and working righteouſneſs, But 
. EN 1 Experience 
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Experience has taught me otherwiſe, I ſoon 
found the truth of the Apoſtle's words, That 4% 
who will toe godly in Chriſt Jeſus, all ſuffer 
perfecution, 2 Tim. iii. 12, Relations, acquaintance, 
and neighbours; rich and poor, old and young, 
clergy and laity, were all againſt me, Some ſaid 
i was a hypocrite ; others, that I was mad ; others, 
judging more favourably, that I was deceived. 
Many that before thought well; yea, highly of 
end, knew not how to harbour a good thought of 
me.” 

But when God ipeaks powerfully to the heart, 
the ſentiments and words of men, be they never 
(o flattering, cenſorious, or threatening, make but 
'ittle impreſſion. He was therefore ſo far from 
being moved by this treatment, that it became to 
„im rather a confirmation of the doctrine of the 
on of God, who ſays, expreſsly, Toe unto you, 
hen ail men ſhall ſpeak well of you ; and bleſſed are 
ve when men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and 
that! ſay all manner of evil of you falſely for my 
name's ſake. 

« ()f a truth, the World lieth in the Wicked One, 
and they who are after the fleſh, will hate and 
periccute them, that are after the Spirit. The 
devil hates Chriſt, and his children. It is the 
Spirit of Chriſt in his children, which that evil 
Spirit, in the Children of diſobedience, lo violently 
oppoſes. The ſpirit of the world lufteth to envy. 
The devil envicd Adam io did Cain his brother 


Abel and as it has been of old time, ſo it is at 


this day. Light can have no communion with dark- 
neſs, neither Chriſt with Belial. In this reſpect, 
there is nothing new under the ſun ; but that which 
hath been 2s the thing that is. The true worſhip- 
pers of God, under the Old Teſtament, and the 
{ncere diſciples of Chriſt under the New, have 
been evil treated by thole among whom they 
lived, The oppoſition he met with, partly fron: 
thoſe of his own houſchold, and partly from many 
others of different denominations together with 

that 
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that which he ſaw was made to the people called 
Methodijts in general then in Ireland, (their preach» 
ing-houſes burned, goods riſted, perſons perſe— 
cated, and even Scriptures profaned, by ballads 
in one hand, and the Bible in the other, ſinging 
profancly through the ſtreetFamong the baler ſort 
of people; prompted thereto, even by dignihed 
perſons) gave occaſion to theſe obſervations. But 
what inexprellible reaſon have the inhabitants of 
theſe nations to bleſs God that thoſe kinds of 
outrages are not authorized —and that our Govern— 
ment has io effeQually provided againſt inzuring 
the innocent of every denomination ! 


CH 2. Fo -£4s 


His Appointment to labour for the good of his Xeigh- 
bour, un preaching the Goſpel. 


E had from his thorough awakening, a love 
and a concern for the ſouls of others, 
which was quite new to hin, The ſame cauſe 
which made him ſo ſolicitous for his own fal- 
vation, could hardly fail of producing in him a 
tender ſympathy for the fouls of his neighbours ; 
and the painful apprehenſions which he had of his 
own danger, impelled him to warn others alſo. 
The hand of God was no doubt in this, as well 
as in the whole ſeries of his preceding con- 
verhon. His unſearchable wiſdom had appointed 
him to become an inſtrument” of ſaving ſouls from 
endleſs miſery ; having firſt prepared him for it, 
by the hell and the heaven, 10 to ſpeak, of his 
own Experience. 

Even before he had obtained mercy, he began 
to Warn others; exhorting all with whom he had 
intercourſe, to flee from the wrath to come. Thus 
as he obſerves, „While I was in unbelicf myſelf, 
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4. 
= 


I ſometimes forgot my own condition through 

eagernels of defire, for the ſalvation of other 

ſouls,” | | 
fa 


Mean time it was frequently impreſſed upon his 


mind,“ Thou ſhalt bear public teſtimony to the v 
Truth of God,”* by openly declaring his loving. d. 
kindneſs in the redemption of the world. But © 53 
he often refiſted the thought, urging the impoi- tl 
ſibillty thereof, from a varicty of conſiderations, 9 
and ſaying in effect, Scud by whom thou wilt fend ; bh 
bu! fend not me. 33 
Indced, though he might have ever ſo much de- 8 
fired it, in ſubmiſſion to the will of God; never- 1 
theleſs, when the thought firit preſented itfelf to = 
him, being a conſcious unbelicver, he might = | 
have juſtly ſaid, and it was the language of his \ 
heart, ' 
| 


* How ſhall I tcach the world thy love? 
Unchang'd thy heart, unlooſ'd my tongue? 
Give me the power of faith to prove, 


And Jeſus ſhall be all my long.” 


It is indeed a poor cafe, when Miniſters preach: 
Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, through Faith 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and cannot experimen - 
tally ſay of themſelves, Ve are witneſſes of thefe 
things. 


Influenced by theſe kinds of confiderations, he RY 
could not, while he remained himſelf under the 
bondage of unbelief, think of publiſhing peace and Mt 


liberty to others. But the caſe was altered, after * 
he had taſted that the Lord 1s gracious, Ie was 5 
then drawn out more abundantly with love to 2 


fouls and his convictions became {till ſtronger, 
that he mult preach Chriſt Jeſus to the people, 
* Is this kind of impulſe, or any thing reſembling it, what 1 — 


our Church means in her ſolemn form of Ordination, by that ®? 
weighty queſtion / O that it were duly attended to!) to ell her 
Candidates for holy Orders. — Do you truſt you are iuwardly 5 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take the office upon you?“ Tb. : 

118 
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This put him upon earneſt prayer, and frequent 
faſtings, to know alluredly the Will of God, in a 
„% matter he judged of ſo great moment. * I pron 
trated myſelf before the Lord, faid he, and in- 
© treated him, to ſhew me his pleaſure herein; to 
gr, © convince me by his holy Spirit, whether the 
. thoughts of my heart were according to his holy 
Ph will, and whether I ought to ſpeak in his Name; 
or if I was under a delalion, to ſhew me this allo, 
5 and deliver me from it. I could appcal to the 
bo Searcher of Hearts, that I deſired only to glority 
„ him, and to do his will in all things.“ He con- 
5 ducted himſelf in it with all poſſible feereſy; being 
even then perſuaded, that the affairs of God are to 
25 he carried on without noiſe; and that no oſtenta- 
tion ſhould be uſed even in forſaking all to ſerve 
Chriſt, And yet, to ſee him employed always for 
God, ſpending his time only in reading, writing, 
exhorting others, and in profound meditation, it 
was caly to imagine that he projected fomething 
for God's glory, more than could be executed in 
private; or, at leaſt, that God meant it concerning 
him. 
He ſtill kept the affair within his own breaſt, till 
from ſome words he occaltonally dropped among 
his brethren, one of them gathered that he hal 
thoughts of that kind. At length it became 
matter of earneſt prayer, among the moſt ferions 
of his chriſtian acquaintance, with whom, after- 
* werds, he held frequent converſations on the 
head; being fearful of taking one ſtep in a matter 
> of {o great importance, without the cleareſt inti- 
» mations of the divine pleaſure. 
lle had a weighty ſenſe of the greatneſe, and 
awlulneſs of the work, and wanted not his difcou- 
nragements from many a quarter, fuch, as had he 
- conferred only with feſt and blood, would have 
bg entirely deterred him from ever attempting its 
Hlis want of academical education, he knew woul4 
ex poſe him to the cenſure of many; and he well 
knew, that to engage in ſaving fouls from death, 
3 vas 
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was to commence war with Satan, and all the ſon; 
of diſobedience; nevertheleſs, being fully per- 
ſuaded of the Will of God, and not knowing how 
ſoon he might be in another world, the great 
concernment of miſerable ſouls, prevailed with 
him, at length, to engage in it: concluding, that it 
but one or two perſons, might by his means bo 
won to God, it might fully recompenſe an; 
treatment he might meet with in the world. Ile 
was fully difpoſed to ſacrifice his reputation, as 
well as life, to advance the kingdom of God, 

He judged that the knowledge of languages, and 
other branches of human literature, arc highly cx - 
pedient, and in ſome caſes neceſſary: but that 
however, they are not abfolutcly fo, in order to 
qualify a man for preaching the goſpel. He knew 
that he might underſtand ſound Doctrine, without 
the knowledge of either Latin, Greek, or Hebrew. 
He nevertheleſs, at no time, ſpoke diſreſpectſullo 
of learning: quite the contrary ; but yet perceive! 
with adoration andamazement, the ſigniſication of 
St. Paul's words, with reference to the divine 
occonomy, in the management of the affairs of hi; 
kingdom : After that in the Iiifdom of God ; ac- 
cording to his wife diſpoſals, leaving them to 
make the trial, the world, whether Jewith or Gen- 
tile, by all their boaſted wifdom knew not Cod, 7+ 
pleaſed God by the fooliſſineſs of Preaching to far? 
them that believe, 1 Cor. 1. 2t. 

He well knew by this time, that it is e %- 
ration of the Almighty, that giveth heavenly under- 
ſtanding; that the moſt ſhining abilities, natural 
or acquired, without the wiſdom that is from abo, 
and the anointing of the Holy Ghoſt, are, in 
reſpett of bringeth ſons to glory, hghterthanvanity, 
In ſaft, that the learning of this world, uſed 
otherwiſe than in ſubſervience to the true intereſts 
of Jeſus Chriſt, in teaching, and vindicating ſim— 
plicity, and purity of heart, and ſubjection in life 
to him, rather feeds the pride of human under- 
Nanding, and makes a perſon more like Satan than 

he 
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he would be without it. But that rightly uſed, 
it is a good gift of God, and greatly conducive 
to his glory. | ; 

Indeed from his carlie% days, it cannot be 
learned that he negleQed any means which was in 
his power, for cultivating his underſtanding. But 
he now ſet nmfelf to this point; impelled as it 
were thereto, from his ſtill being more abundantly 
preſſed iN ſpirit, concerning the matter winch he 
had fo long in debate with himfelf; but which was 


made now, cvery day, more plain to him, He 


therctore applied with all diligence to what lic 
judged the moſt ſuitable ſtudies; in Which lie ſpent 
the great e!t part of his Waring hours; i The dee 
92 nad however, the chief thare of his attention, 
lle made this his one, favourite ſtudy and delight, 
from this time c{pecially, till he could work no 
longer. 
91 bs read it much upon his knecs, in the ſpirit of 
prayer. The following is a ſpecimen of his con- 
imuecd prattice : “ Lord Jeſus, I lay my ſoul at thy 


feet to be taught and governcd by thee. Take 


the Veil ſrom the Mykery, and fſhew me the Truth 

as it is in thyſelf, Be thou my Sun and Star, by 
iy and by night!“ This was the way in which 

he ſought ſor wiſdom to win fouls, and by which 

3 . * ! 

his proating {o vilibly appeared to all men. 

lis incicefing knouledge in the things of God, 

was an additional confirmation to him, of the 
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fundamental doctrines ot Reopent ance, and, Juttiſi— 
cation, and Holineſs, He protelles that, it at any 


time he was in doubt concerning any point of 


doctrine, or the ſenſe of any pallage of Scripture, 
his divine Inſtructor convinced him, That either 
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1t was not needful for him to know it then; or if 
it was, directed him, either immediately by himſelf, 
through ſome divine impreſſion, or the providen- 
tial proviſion of fome perſon or book, whereby his 
doubts were always ſolved. 

The concern which he felt for the ſalvation of 
his neighbour ſtill increaſed upon him, and a 
burning deſire that every body might be as happy 
in the Lord Jeſus, as he felt himfelf, Agrotel aft 
nis thoughts, and employed them about the moſt 
probable means of effecting his deſire. „ The 
Spirit of God, faid he, now convinced me clearly, 
not only of {in and of righteouſne!s in my own 
foul. but likewiſe how the work of converhon is 
to be carried on in the ſouls of others, I was 
athirſt for divine knowledge. I deſired to be 
ever inthe {chool of Chriſt, learning the leſſons 
of his grace. The glory of the Lord often paſſed 
before me in prayer, and the light of cternity 
ſhone upon my foul, while my Lord fed me as 
with marrow and fatneſs. 

What he hath done hitherto, with reference to 
the converſion of ſouls, was only as occalions 
offered. The peace, and perfettion oi his own foul, 
being the main object of his concern, till Provi— 
dence, having deſigned him for the miniſtry of the 
goſpel, put him upon other and more extenſive 
meaſures jor promoting the kingdom of Chit, 

He began to conſider more nearly, that fouls 
having coſt our Saviour ſo dear, nothing could be 
done more acceptable to him than to prevent their 
loſs; and that the glory of God's Majeſty, did 
moſt ſhine in the ſalvation of {mners, purchaſed 
with the blood of his Son. Thel, and fuch like 
confiderations kindled in him fuch love to all 
mankind, that he could no longer refrain from 
exhorting, firſt his chriſtian brethren, to devote 
their hearts without reſerve to God; and then 
every foul with whom he had any fort of inter- 
courſe, His heart bled for poor, careleſs finners 


againit God, and their own fouls, The word of 
the 
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the Lord was in him, ſo that he could not but 
* ſpeak. He knew not how to forbear publiſhing 
as on the houſe- 0p that infinite love which dealt 

lo gracioufly with himſelf, It is enough (as his 

conduct ſnok e) that I terve our Lord: all hearts 

muſt love him, and all tongues mult praiſe him! 

God touched his heart in ſuch a manner as to 

leave no doubt whether this appointment of him 

was from hcaven : and the concurrence of outward 
q providences ſo confirmed his perſuahon, that he 
could not refuſe to comply. Thus, freed from all 
farti:cr wav ering, he became confi: med mm entering 
upon that emp! Goyment, (tho: gh exempt from cafe 
and konour :expoled ” contempt; and irkſome 
to fleſh and blood which he verily believed, he 
would wiſh he hed done at the hour of death, and 
in the day of judgment, 

Delirous therefore of a more enlarged ſphere to 
exerciſe his Lord's talent, he perſued the following 
meaſures. * I opened, t laid he, my mind to that 
man of God, the Rev. Mr. ohn IWeftey. I {poke 
my thoughts freely, and without diſguiſe, defiring 
his advice on the Occafion; ; Which he ſweetly and 
bumbly gave me: adding withal, That I might 
write to him afterwards, I did io, giving him a 
brief account of my converſion to God, and of 
what 1 expe erienced in my ſoul concerning 
preaching.” His Anſwer was as follows, 


*** 
„ 2 


WF. 


* 


—— 


2 
3 
5 
N 
k 
i 
J 


— 
— ” 
2 __ "ay, = 


—_ 


My dear Brother, 


It is hard to judge what God las called you 


19 \ til trial is made. Therefore when you have 
0 an 9 tunity, you may go to Shromnt, and fpend 

* 4 two or three days, with the people there, Spcak 

WM to them in Iriſh,” 

"4 9/hronlt is a village in the county of Tipporary, 

3% diſtant from the place he then reſided at ( News 


bf Market) about thirty Engliſh miles. The inhabi- 

% tants, many of whom were Proteſtant Diſſenters, 

had ſome time before. gladly received the word of | 
Cod 
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God from the Methodiſts. Thither he went, 
accompanied by one of his own brothers, and 
another of his chriſtian brethren ; having been 
commended to the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by the earneſt prayers of ſeveral of the children 
of God. We walked it, ſaid he, and gave 
ourſelves to prayer, converſing of the things ot 
the kingdom of heaven, and exhorting thoſe we 
met with in the way to fear the Lord, and depart 
from evil.“ 

They arrived there the next day, which was in 
July 1730. The brethren received them kindly 
in the Lord, though they were unknown to them 
by face. And having had knowledge of his 
errand, and informed their neighbours, there were 
aſſembled in the evening in a large barn, a conh- 
derable congregation, to whom, for the krft time 
he preached the word of God, chooſing for his fir{t 
text, the words of St. Paul, Therefore we conclude 
that a man is juſtified by Faith without the deeds of 
the law. 

He did fo again the next morning, on Being ju/- 
tified by Faith, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom, v. 1. And in like manner, 
morning and evening, during the few days he 
ſtayed among them. 

And the Lord bore teſtimony to the word of his 
grace, For although ſome, (as has always been the 
caſe,) contradifted and mocked, yet others were 
deeply affected, and ſome were turned to the Lord. 
So gracious was God, as he adds, to own the 
labour of his poor creature, and to bleſs the word 
of his weakeſt and meaneſt meſſenger. Not unto 
me, but unto thy Name be the glory! O God, 
thou haſt done the work, thou didſt give the 
word, and didſt apply it; for thou only canſt turn 
the hearts of the difobedient to the wiſdom of the 
fu O my God, ſtand by me ſtill: and as 

itherto thou haſt helped me, never leave nor 
forſake me. But keep my ſoul in peace, and give 
me a humble, and a meck ſpirit, Let me labour 
diligently 
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diligently in the vineyard, and ſpend my life and 
ſtrength in the labour of love, Amen, Lord 
leſus 1”? | 
Thus have we ſeen him from his youth, through 
the various ſtages of the travel of his foul, till 
his heart being ſet at liberty, by the Son of God, 
he began to run the ways of his commandments 
with great joy; and to publiſh the Voce of 
tom to all around him. It remains, to give 
ſome account of his labours, various trials, and 
ſucceſs in the Lord's work, together with the 
general tenor of his life, till God was pleaſed to 
call him hence, 
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. 
Of his entire Application to Preaching th: C. 


T being now, no longer matter of doubt, w:i:! 
the will of God concerning him was, he ict 6:4! 
with a reſolution to give himſelf up wholly to the 
dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, and to be ready to £4 
what way ſoever the Voice of Heaven ſhould cat! 
him to. And that his underitanding might not be 
diſſipated, and ſcattered upon divers objects, and 
ſo have leſs force to enter deep into the things of 


God, he began his work with applying himle;t 


altogether to the ſtudy of the holy Scriptures, ar. 
to prayer. And the proficiency, which by thode 
means he made daily, quickly appeared. Le trul\, 
laboured in the Word, and faithfully enforced the 
Truths he learned therefrom, His ſoul became 

ſtrange LV 


OF THOMAS WALSH, 51 


ſtrangely enlarged in labouring for the ſalvation 


of his neighbour; while he imparted to them 


abundantly, what God had ſo richly, and to freely 
beſtowed upon him. 

The words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt were in 
general exceeding precious to him; and from his 
lirſt acquaintance with them, were his whole 
delight and his counſellors. The whole of his 
following conduct, ſeemed influenced by thoſe 
words of Chriſt, / applicable to all real chriſtians,) 
Ye are the ſalt of the earth, Ye are the light of 
the world, A city ſee upon a hull, 

And now, the divine Providence concurring 
with his inclination, made his way clear, to put 
into execution what he had ſo long been delibe- 
rating on. Conferring therefore no longer with 
Fleih and Blood, and reſolving to deny himſelf, 
and take up his croſs and follow Jeſus, he bid 
Firewel to his kindred, and acquaintance, and 
went out into the wide world, entirely unanxious 
«hint what he ſhould eat, or what he ſhould 
drink, or wherewithal he ſhould be clothed. 

This was about the latter end of Auguit, 1750, 
when going from the place of his nativity to 
{unerick, he had daily opportunity of publiſhing 
thoſe glad tidings, which he firit heard in that 
city, and which became the power of God, to his 
tulvation, At firſt, he commonly expounded the 
Scriptures every morning, And atter a little 
v.hile both evening and morning exhorted and 
telought multitudes who attended his diſcourſes, 
to ſec the Lord whale he might be found. 

And at pleated God immediately to bear teſti— 
mony to % word of is grace. Several perſons 
ho heard him, and who till then had been 
uiterly unconcerned, became ſeriouſly concerned 
tor their ſalvation; while, in the meantime, 
others, who having been deeply diſtreſſed with the 
guilt of fin, and fear of puniſhment, telt his word 
bringing peace to their ſouls. 
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Ile was about this time called to bear reproach 
for his work's ſake: the minds of ſome perſons 
became evily affected towards him. The intereſts 
of the god of this world, has already ſuffered loſs by 
his zeal, and unwearied diligence in promoting 
the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt ; and they were in 
danger of ſuffering yet more, Satan therefore 
muſtered up his forces, (which God permitted fo: 
wiſc ends,) and by every means endeavoured ty 

revent the fruit of his labours, 

His unpoliſhed youth ; his roughneſs both of 
addreſs and dialett, owing partly to his natural 
temper, partly to his having been brought up much 
in the country, and partly to his having been 
formerly of the Church of Rome ;* but more 
than all his being a native of that neighbourhood, 
gave ſome perſons occaſion for being deeply 
offended at him, who expreſſed it by their unkind, 
and uncivil treatment of him, 

But as he ſought not his own things, neither 
ſtrove to pleaſe men, having in view only the 
glory of God, and the good of ſouls, this did 
not in the leaſt damp his fervour, or retard his 
progreſs. As he ſaw daily the fruit of his labours, 
ſo he was not to be hindered, or diſcouraged by 
any treatment of himſelf; rather he rejoiced in 
Contempt for his Maſter's fake, and could feeling!ly 


ſay, 


Now, fince with thee my lot is caſt, 
I bleſs my God's decree : 

Embrace with joy what he embrac'd, 
And live and die with thee, 


„ There is in ſome parts of Ireland a very remarkable differ. 
ence between the Dialect of the Proteſtants, and Romaniſts, even 
of the ſame County o Pariſh. What is called the Brogue, in its 
exceſs is a ſort of Siibboleth for the latter; and #mong the 
younger fort of Proteſtants eſpecially, a term of reproach. I 
remember it was a very common objettion to him, when he 
preached firſt in the town of my nativity. 


He 
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Ile had put his hand to the plough, and having 


counted the coſt, {-ttled it in his heart not to look 
back. He waxed {till ſtronger, and grew every 
day more mighty in the Scriptures, and in con- 
® formity to our Lord, as well as more inſtrumental 
in bringing others acquainted with the only true 
God, and our Saviour Jelus Chriſt. 

There are many inſtances of the good effects of 
theſe his firſt labours. It plainly appeared that the 
word of God in his mouth was attended with the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt, It was not an uncom- 
mon caſe for perſons to be ſo penetrated by his dif- 
courſes, as even to reſolve not to leave the place, 
till they ſhould find reſt to their heavy-laden ſouls, 
And the inſtances were not a few, to whom the 
God of Love condeſcended even in this particular, 
by ſending then the Spirit of Adoptton into their 
hearts, teltifying thy fins are forgiven : and enabling 
them to cry Abba, Father. | 

His time was now wholly taken up in ſearching, 
expounding, and enforcing the Scriptures, in 
prayer, viliting the ſick, and whatſoever other 
particular employments had any relation to his 
one purpoſe of {pending, and being ſpent in the 
{ervice of his Maſter. And having been thus em- 
ployed at Zimerick for ſome time, it was judged ex- 
pedient that he ſhould go and preach the goſpel in 
Leinſter and Connaught allo. 

His way into thoſe parts had, in ſome degree, 
been prepared before him : many having received 
that goſpel, which he preached from others of his 
brethren, He followed them flaming with defire 
for the ſalvation of ſouls, and with zeal for the 
glory of his Maſter, 

His labours now were greater than any he had 
hitherto known; for beſide preaching always 
twice, (unleſs when ſickneſs prevented) and ſome- 
times thrice a day, he often travelled many miles 
between. But it was rendered pleaſant to him, 
doing it heartily as to the Lord. Where love is, 
there is no labour. For awhile, all his attempts 
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ſucceeded, and his endeavours were crowned with 
much ſucceis, Multitudes of people of all deno- 
minations attended his preaching wherever he 
came; ſo that in a little time he was generally 
known all around the country, 

New therefore did the god of this world ſo ſtir 
up his emiſfaries, that no leſs than the taking away 
his life was deſigned. He has been ſometime; 
way-laid in his Journey, and eſcaped their hands, 
only by remarkable interpoſitions of divine Pro- 
vidence, It may he tedious to enumerate all the 
inilances. The following I ſet down abridged 
from his journal, 

„ Thuriday, Jan. 4, 1730. With much weak- 


neis of body, 1 preached this morning g, and {ſoon 1 


after ſet out for Roſgrea, About a mile from the 
town, I met a large company, armed with clubs, 
Seventy-eight men were {worn upon the occaſion, 
At the firſt fight of them, I was a little daunted; 
but I prayed to the Lord for direction, and was 
ſtrengthened, They compelled me to alight, ſay- 
ing, they would bring a Miniſter of the Church 
ot England, and a Romiſh Prieſt to talk with me 
[ let them know I contended with no man con- 
cerning opinions, nor preached againſt any par— 
ticular church, but againſt ſin and n 
all, I ſaid, ſuppoling three perions among you of 
d:iflerent denominations ; it may be a Churchman, 
a Quaker, and Papiſt, fitting down and drinking 
to excels, begin to diſpute, each affirming, that 
his was the beſt religion: where is the religion of 
all theſe men? Surely they are without any, un- 
Icſs it be that of Belial. Ihey are of their father 
the devil, while his works they do. And if they 
live and die in this condition, Hell mult be their 
cternal portion. This they could not gainſay. 
After ſome further diſcourſe on the deſign of 
my coming to preach the golpel to them, and ap- 
ealing to themſelves concerning the neceſſity of 
it, their rage ſeemed a little abated, They then told 
me they would let me go on condition that ! 
would 
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would {wear never more to come to Roſgrea. But 


when I reſolutely refuſed this, they conſulted on 


* roughor meaſures; and after much debate, were 
determined to put me into a well, which they had 


prepared for that purpoſe. They hurried me away 
into the town, where I was ſurrounded, as by ſo 
many human wolves. They held a conſultation 
again, and reſolved either to make me ſwear, that 
I would never more come thither, or elſe to put 
me into the well. But I refuſed either to ſwear 


or promiſe, Some then cried vehemently that I 


me, O holy Father, So: 


ſhould go into the water, but others contradicted, 
and as politively faid I ſhould not. 

After fome time, the puriſh Miniſter came, 
who behaved well, and defired I might be ſet at 
liberty. "They conſented, provided I would go 
out of town immediately. From an inn, where 
they confined me, they brought me out into the 
ſtreet, and it being market-day, I began to preach 
to the people, But taking me by the back, they 
hurried me before them out of town. At length 
got on horſchack, and taking off my hat, I praye1 
for them ſome conſiderable time. I then called 
upon them in the name of God, for Chriſt's ſake, 
to repent ; and told them, as to myſelf, in the 
cauſe of God, I icared neither devils nor men; 
that to do their ſouls good was my ſole motive of 


coming among them, and that if God permitted: 


they might put me into the well, or even ſtone 
me; that be it how it would, I was content. 

„I came off from them at length in peace of 
conſcience, and ferenity of mind; From the firſt 
of it to the lait, I was not the leaſt diſturbed, nor 
ſtirred in anger, or malice towards them: O God, 


it is Thou alone that hatt wrought this deliveran: e: 


for me, in reſtraining the malice of men and 
devils, not ſuffering them to hurt me, when they 
roie up agatnft me. Therefore with angels, and 
archangels, I laud and magnity ihy boly name 
thy tender mercy and paternal ffettion towards 
1, and Holy Ghoit.” 

E 3 Hs 


, 
— 


— — 2 


r 


1 
K9 — 


— —_ 
2 * . 


. 
: 
a 


| 
j 
| 


54 THE LIFE AND DEATH 


His labours in that place were not, however, in 
vain; there appeared ſome fruit to the glory of 
God. He had been there both before this, and 
likewiſe afterwards; by which means, there were 
gathered together a few who departed from evil, 
and met frequently together to ſtrengthen each 
others hands in Cod, 

He abode in thoſe parts for fome months, and 
went through much, both evil and good report; 
while going about daily, he endeavoured by all 
means the converſton of their fouls. He oft-n 
wanted proper necelfaries for his body, now every 
day impaired in its health, through the greatnel; 
of his fatigues. But this by no means dampt the 
fervor of his fpirit, or the concern which he fel: 
for periſhing ſinners, great numbers of whom were 

reſent to his view wherever he came. A defirc 
of being inſtrumental towards opening their eves, 
and turning them to God, brought him among} 
them; nor could any perſonal inconveniences 
alter his purpoſe, till Providence directed his way 
elſewhere. : 


CHAP; II. 8 


Some farther Account of the Troubles he met with 
on Account of preaching the Goſpel, 


UR Saviour faid of His kingdom, if it were 
of this world, then would my fervants fght, 
that I ſhould not be delivered up. Satan, on the 
contrary, is a prince, and the god of this world, 
And how numerous are his poor vaſſals! when, 


therefore, his ſervants perceive their maſter's 


kingdom in danger, they do fight, leſt it ſhould 
be ſubjected to its rightful Lord, 
And this feems to be the true reaſon of all that 
oppolition, which the goſpel of Chriſt has met 
with, ever fince its firſt eſtabliſnment. That this 
did not ceaſe with the Heathen perſecutions, hiſ- 


tory 
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tory abundantly teſtifies, As it was of old time, 


fo has it been ever ſince, He that was born after 
Mile fleſh, perſecuted him that was born after the ſhirit. 


He that departeth from evil, maketh lumfelf a prey. 
And all that will live godly in Chriſt Fefſus, ſhall 
ſuffer perſecution,® more or leſs, of one kind or 
other, Every ſon of diſobedience, whoſe ruler, 
the prince of the power of the air is, always has 
been, and ever will be, an enemy to the Seed 6 
the woman, and the propagation of his kingdom, 
Chriſt expreſsly ſays of his real diſciples, Ye are 
not of this world, if ye were, the world would love 
its own ; but becauſe ye are not of this world, (your 
maxims, tempers, and attions, are quite oppoſito 
to theirs) therefore the world hateth you. 

The following inſtance, (which was the occaſion 
of my firſt knowledge of him) happened in the 
town of my nativity, in the county, and about 
twenty miles from the city of Cork. 

At the repeated requeſt of ſome of the inhabi- 
tants, he went thither accompanied by a few 
friends from the town of Bandon, June 11, 1752, 
The magiſtrate, who was allo Rector of the pariſh, 
the Rev. Mr, W. E. was applied to for the uſe of 
the Market-Houſe to preach in; which, after he 
had refuſed, it was propoſed, that he ſhould preach 
at a {mall diſtance from the town. Thither he 
went accompanied by multitud2s, to whom, 
under the canopy of the out-ſpread firmament, 
near a {ſpacious ſtrand, and ſhaded by a [preading 
tree, he affectionately declared the golpel of the 

race of God. 

By the time he had got to the place appointed, 
the Magiſtrate had ſent his Serjeants to forbid him 
preaching, But being (to uſe his own words) 
of the opinion, that on this occaſion it was better 
to obey God rather than man.“ he ſtept up upon 
a table prepared for that purpoſe, and immediately 
opening his Bible, read to them, Job xxi. g, Suf- 


Gal. iv, 29. Iſaiah lix. 15. 2 Tim. iii. 13. 


fer 
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fer me that I may ſpeak, and after that I have 
ſpoken, mock on, The ſingularity of the text fo 
excited the attention of the Serjcants, that they 
permitted him to finiſh quietly, themſelves at- 
tending all the while, 

From this paſſage he took occaſion to preach 
Teſus and him crucified, and endeavoured to ſet 
him forth evidently as crucified before our eyes. 
The word was truly with power. Several faces 
turned pale, and were wet with tears, while he 
urged it home upon the conſcience, that ory fins 


were the cauſe of His death, the betrayers and 


murderers of the Son of God. 

On his return into the town, he was ſeized bh 
the Officers, and brought before the Magiſtrate, 
followed by an aſtoniſhed multitude, Being aiked 
many and various queſtions concerning this way, 
he anſwered fully, and without fear, The con- 
verſation laſted near an hour, in which he largely 
explained himſelf, giving the reaſons of his con- 


duct; and alledging in its behalf, precedents both 


from ſcripture and from antiquity. 

But Mr. Ellis having predetermined what he 
would do, was not to be moved by arguments, 
He therefore let him know, that unleſs he would 

romiſe to preach no more in 7/25 way, at leaſt not 
in thoſe parts, he ſhould be committed to priſon 
without delay. He replied, © That as he had been 
ſo carneſtly importuned to come there, he could 
not in conſcience, promiſe not to come; and 
aſked, Are there no {wearers, drunkards, ſab- 


bath-breakers, and the like, in theſe parts?“ 


Being anſwered, „There are;“ he added, that if 


after he had preached there a few times, there ap- 


peared to be no reformation among tt them, he 


would never come more, But this not being re- 


garded, he was ordered to-prifon, He went thither 
with all readineſs, and eſte2med'it matter of 
thankſgiving, that his Lord counted him worthy 
to ſufler reproach for His name's-ſake. 


Several 
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Several perſons accompanied him into the pri- 
ſon, where, during the whole time, he, with his 
friends, ſang praiſes to God, and ex horted the peo- 

le, The ſtreet was crowded, ſome ſaying one 
thing, and ſome another; in general, however, 
they were diſpleaſed at his confinement ; and al- 
moſt the whole town ſeemed concerned in his be- 
half. IIe {till (as far as his voice would reach) 

reached to them through the window. 

The inhabitants ſhewed the utmoſt civility to- 
Wards him; and not knowing how long he might 

be conlined there, they provided bedding and 

proviſion for him and his companion, But it 
was not long before the Magiſtrate ſent orders to 
let him go. Coming out, and ſeeing ſuch a num- 
ber of people, he would fain, weak and fatigued 
as he was, have preached to them, but was dil- 
ſuaded by his friends, He then went to a private 
room, and exhorted till ten o'clock, as many as 
came to him, which were not a few. 

He went thither twice afterwards, and though 
ſtill with much contradiction, preached to them 
that goſpel which is the power of God unto fal- | 
vation. His endeavours were not all loſt, There i 
are to this hourſome of the fruit of his labours in 4 
that place; perſons to whom, becauſe of the bleſ- 
hng which God made him to their ſouls, his me- 
mory will be for ever precious, 

The following inſtance happened in the North 
of Ireland, ſome conſiderable time after the pres 
ceding, at a place called New Town, whither he 
went on the Lord's-day. 

At the deſire of ſeveral perſons, he intended to 
have preached in a place called the Church Green, 
where were aſſembled a large company to hear 
him. But while his hands were lifted up in prayer, 
there came one Mr, Mortimer, a Preſbyterian, 
and with him ſeveral hundred perſons, and taking 
hold of him by the breaſt, pulled him with vio+ 
lence to the ground. They hauled him through 
the mob, and had well nigh choaked him, when 

One 
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one Mr. Biers freed him from the hands of him 
who held him; for which, he was ſoon ſtruck to 
the ground himſelf, 

Being got free, it grieved him exceedingly, to 
fee ſuch a willing multitude «diſappointed, and 
being importuned thereto, by ſome who earneltly 
deſired to hear the word, he went to a place at 
ſome diſtance from the former, But here, like- 
wiſe, by the time he ha begun, the ſame perſons 
purſued him; perceiv therefore that it was in 
vain to attempt preach: g. in the midſt of ſuch dil- 
turbance, he retired to a little houſe in a garden, 
at ſome imalldiltance, But neither here could he 
be at reſt ; the mob followed, and to avoid their 
fury, he was obliged to wade through wet mea- 
dows, and then climb over the mountains, till 
« wet and weary, we (he had one perſon with 
him) came to the houſe of one Mr, Ambey, who 
ſupphed us with all we wanted.” His tender, 
broken conſtitution could not, however, endure 


this fatigue, without feeling its effects. He was 


obliged therefore, in a few days, to take to his 
bed, where a fever confined him for ſome time. 
It need not be diſſembled, that the authors of 
this outrage towards a ſtranger, never there be- 
fore, and chargeable with no crime, ſave that of 
endcavouring, diſintereſtedly to ſave fouls from 
death, were a company of Preſbyterians, (as are a 
principal part of ha inhabitants of the North of 
freland.) But alas! what are names ? Liberty 
of conſcience, and right of private judgment,“ 
are indeed good and {pecious words. But how re- 
concileable they are to ſuch conduct as this, let all 
the world judge. He profelles, that in all his 
journeyings and intercourſe among people of molt 
denominations, in the courle of his employments 
for God, he had met with no ſuch treatment: no; 
not among the moſt enraged of the Romaniſts 
themſelves, 
The ſtate of his heart, to which he conſtantly 
attended, he expreſſes thus: In the midſt of 7 
all, 
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all, my mind was calm, I had 20 re rkable con- 
ſolation, or fear, or forro'v, 1 prayed lor them, 
and do {till pray God to forgive them, and not lay 
this fin to their charge. 

I paſs over a number of other inſtances of the 
oppoſition he met with in the exerciſe of his 
calling, of a private as well as public nature; and 
only mention theſe, as a ſpecimen of the malice 
which Satan bears to God's kingdom and lervants 
in general, 


CH A ©. 1k» 


A ſhort Account of the Endeavours of the Romi ſſi 
Clergy to prevent his Uſefulneſs among thetr People. 
The Means he made uje of to inſtrudt them, and 
the Succeſs winch he met with therein. 


Otwithſtanding the ſtrict laws which are in 
force, to prevent the propagationof Popery 
in theſe kingdoms, and to reſtrain the attempts of 
Romiſh Prieſts, and Jeſuits; “ it is no ſecret, that 
both in Treland and England, their endeavours are 
as unwearied as ever. They compalsſca and land 
all round the globe, and hardly fi:ck at any thing 
that may contribute towards their making pro— 
ſelytes. 

The endeavours: of this ſervant of Chriſt, to 
convert to Him members of that communion, 
ſlir1cd up their Clergy againſt him wherever he 
came. His name was well known in all their 
churches; and in whatſoever place there ap- 
peared but a probability of his coming, the 


* In the reigns of King 7F:il!tam and Queen Mary, there were 
ſeveral aQs of parliament made for checking the growth of 


Popcry in Ireland: one of which made proviſion, that after the 


death of the then Popiſh Clergy, there never ſhould be an Ee- 
cleſiaitic of that religion in the nation, And theſe laws are yet 
ſtanding in the ſtatute books of that kingdom. Yet, it itil 
ſwarms more and more with Popiſh Pricſts and Friars, 
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Prieſts took care to render him as obnoxious to 
the people as they poſſibly could: inſomuch that 
they ſtuck at nothing, tho* never ſo falle, to com- 
pals their end, They however carefully avoide 
his having opportunity to talk with themſclves, 

I do not find, that from the time of his leaving 
their commumion, he hadever any ſettled, perſona 
interviews w ith them, altho' for the fake of their 
or, ignorant people, for whom he had the ten, 

dereſt ompaſſion, he has frequently deſtred it;: 
ſometiines even in public, One occaſional conver. 

lation only, with one of their Prieſts, on board a 
nit. in a paff age from Enoxtand to Dublin, he relates 
as follows; © We diſcourled on the followi ing par- 
ticulars, 1, Concerning the Pope's Infallibility, 

Tranſubſtantiation. 3. Invocation of Saints 
4. Purgatory, But he could not withſtand the 
force of plain Scripture, and therefore withdrew, 
Ihe company were greatly pleated to find how 
I:itle the Romun - Icrey have to ſay for them: 
ielves, When oppoled by arcuments taken froin 
Scripture and Reaſon.” 

In one place, (Clon met; the Prieſt informed 1119 
congregation, (to ſuch low ſhifts werethey driven) 
and Taduftri ioully ipread abroad, © that he had been 
a ſervant boy to a certain Priefi, and that having 
{tolen 11s Maſter s books, he learned to preach by 
that means.“ 

The conduct of another of them at Cork, was fi1:] 
more extraordinarv. There was in that place a 
vaſt reſort of Catho!:s (fo called) to his ſermons, 
which were often under the open firmament, as 
well as daily within doors, both in Iriſh and Eng- 
liſh ; and among the Romanilts, who were e happily | 
itirred up thereby 0 a concern fortheir falvation, 
there was an elderly woman who had been in ſhave 
religious office among them. She entirely foifook 
their communion, conſla nly attended his ſermons, 
and tnenceforward received the Lord's Supper in 
the Church of England. 
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The Romiſh Prieſts were ſtrangely intreated, 
and laboured vehemently to fiop the growing 
evil; to which end, one of them afhrmed to the 
people, that, “ As to that Watjh, who had fome 
time beforc turned Heretic, and went about 

reaching. he had been dead long ago; and ,that 
fic who then preached in this manner, was the 
devil in his ſhape.” | 

But their endeavours provea in great meaſure 
ineffectual; ſor howevera few perions, who cared 
but little about the matter, might receive ill im- 
preſſions from ſuch malicious inſinuations; yet 
{everal of their communion in many places heard 
him gladly, and would not be hindered therefrom, 
by any means. His labours, and pravers, and 
tears for their poor ſtray ing fouls, had, on many, 
the deſired eſfett; being thereby not only reformed 
from Popery, but really converted to God. 

Of the common natives of Ireland, it has been 
frequently obſerved, that of all the natives of the 
globe, there are none who exceed them for hof- 
pitality. good-nature, and ſuſceptibility of religious 
impreſſions, It might well therefore, occation the 
« yearning of the bowels” of this lover of ſouls, 
to ſce ſuch multitudes of them detained in total 
ignorance by their Prieſts, to whom they generally 
pay the moſt implicit obedience. 

And hence it was, that from the beginning of 
the concern hich he iclt for his own foul, he {et 
himſelf, by al! poſſible means to turn them from 
darkneſs to loi. And whether in the highways, 
at inns, in che citv or country, he let {lip no pro- 
bable means of in{tructing them. One circum- 
{tance which is much more common in {rcland 
than PFngland, 1 mean the number of ftreet-beg- 

ars, furmſhed him with frequent opportunities 
of this kind, 

Ilis manner of adcrefling them was eaſy and fa- 
miliar ; talking tothem always in a ſtile ſuited to 
their capacity and prejudices. He avoided en— 

F lirely 
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tirely the difference of churches, and all mattes: 
of diſpute, ipeaking only of the dreadful evil of 
fin, the great affairs of eternal life, and eterna! 
death, of judgment, and of the ſufferings and la- 
crifice of the Son of God. And hisdiſcourles had 


often ſuch immediate effect, that falling on their 


knees, and {miting their breaſts, they have wept, 
and cried for mercy, in the open ſtreets, He al- 
ways concluded his inſtructions with giving them 
mone, if he had it, which indeed was not al- 
ways the calc, 

It would be tedious to enumerate the various 
intercourſes which he had with members of that 
communion, and the good effects which were pro- 
duced by them. Two or three only, may be re- 
lated from his own accounts, 

&« "This day — came to my room. I aſked him 
how he hoped to be ſaved? And having talked 
together in Iriſhi for ſome time, he became greatly 
affected, and faid, „I have ſaved ſome money to 
leave to ſome Prieit or Friar when I dic, in order 
to procure me the forgiveneſs of my ſins, and 1 
am willing to leave it to you, if you will accept 
of it. I told him, that no man could forgive his 
fins ; that the gift of God was not to be purchaſed 
with money; and that only the blood of Cahriti, 
our great High-Prieſt, could cleanſe from fin, He 
was deeply wounded, and cried earneſtly to God, 
to whom, after prayer, I commended him.” 

At another time he writes, * A poor woman, a 
Papiit, came to my room, defirous of falvation, I 

rayed with her in I. She frequently fell on 
ee EA and cried for mercy, reſolving no more 
to regard the Pricſt's curſes, but to eck her fal- 
vation as the word of God dirc&s.” 

Again, „Being on a journey, I reproved the 
landlord, where I breakfaſted, for ſwearing, 
and talked to all who were preſent, I ex- 
horted likewiſe a woman at the door, to ſeek 
from God, Repentance, and Salvation. She cried, 
with amaze! to the Bleſſed Virgin, and to 

the 
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we Twelve Apoſtles, to help her. But I taught 
her to dirett her prayers, to God the Father, 
through the Lord ſeſus Chriſt.” HE; 

Beſide his frequent occaſional converſations 
with them, he went to as many of their own 
houſes as he could get admittance to, where he 
regarded the children and ſervants even as the 
maſters and miſtreſſes. 

But what moſt of all contributed to the ſucceſs 
of his attempts for their good, was his public 
preaching, to which great numbers of them fre- 
quently reſorted, wherever he came; induced 
mereto chiefly by his preaching in Iriſi, and ſuch 
things as they eaſily underſtood, There is in the 
Iriſſi language a peculiarly affecting expreſſivenëſs, 
particularly with ee to the things of God; 
which, being preſſed home upon the conſcience, 
by his zealous and alarming way of preaching, 
often left them bathed in tears. I ſaw a very re- 
markable inſtance of this in the town of my na- 
tivity : Preaching there on a market day, and many 
of the country people running with ſurprize to 
hear him, they ſmote their breaſts, and wept in 
fuch a manner as was entirely new to them, ſome 
affirming that they could go all over the world 
with him! It may be truly ſaid, he ſeldom preach- 
ed a ſermon in 1: from which ſome of them did 
not receive advantage. He briefly ment ions a few 
inſtances himſelf, as follows: 

After preaching both in Triſh and Engliſh, a 
poor Popiſh woman came to me ſaying, She came 
for inſtruction; for that as ſhe was a poor woman, 
ſhe could not have it elſewhere, and ſhe wanted to 
ſave her ſoul. I told her, that all which was in 
my power I would do for her willingly, She 
wept, and I prayed with her, pointing her, for all 
her ſoul wanted, to Jeſus, who alone is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life.” 

Again, © Jan. 4, 1751. My ſoul was delighted 
to ſee with what earneſtneſs the poor It, (mean- 
ing the Romaniſts) received the word, being in 
F 2 gencral 
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general deeply affected. O how did they wery, 


and cry for mercy! May God hear their prayer, 
Surely this people will riſe up in judgment again! 
Proteſtants, who having the light of the goſpel, 
either neglect or deſpite it. And alſo againſt the 
Paſtors of this ignorant people, who hold them in 
error, O, what have the Romiſh Clergy to an— 
{wer before God! | 

« At another time preaching concerning the 


good Samaritan, Luke x. 20, Two members of the 


Church of Rome, were decpiy convinced ot 
their want of a Saviour, and thirty-four perſons 
joined themleives together, to ſeek and ſerve the 
Lord, 

After preaching on John i, 17. Sinners crie 
out mightily, One came confeſſing her deeds, and 
faid ſhe had lived an adultreſs worſe than Mary 
Magdalen; ſhe wept, trembled, and roared aloud.” 

The circumſtance of his preaching and ſpeaking 
in Iriſi, (a thing that multitudes, at leaſt of Pro- 
teſtants in Ireland cannot do, and among whom 
the writer to his grief is one) next to the ſingular 
bleſhng of God upon hislabours, contributed moſt 
to the ſuccels of his endeavours among them. 
But it is remarkable, that one day on Oxmon- 
Town-Green in Dublin, among thoſe who were af- 
fected by the diſcourſe, there was one man cut to 
the heart, although he did not at all underitand 
the language. 

In a journey once between Cori and Bandon, he 
fell into converſation with a man who rode with 
him, till, as was his conſtant manner, he began to 
apply ſomething to his heart, concerning the worth 
of his foul, and the way of ſalvation. But he ſa- 
vouring not the things of God, became grievouſlly 
offended, e Nay, his prejudice ran ſo high, that he 
declared, although he were ſhot ſor it, he would 
have ſatisfaction: adding with an oath, - Thou 
ſhalt never deceive another, for I am reſolved to 
be the death of thee juſt now.“ 


«I was 
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% I was quiet in my mind, being perſuaded that 
the God of Daniel was'ſtill the ſame, I did not 
feel the leaſt anger, or riling of revenge towards 
him ; and {till reproved him whenever he {wore, 
In the midſt of his rage I reproved him in Ii. 
He was inſtantly amazed; and replied, © Why 
did you not ſpeak ſo to me, in the beginning?“ 
Ihe lion became a lamb, and I then let him know, 
till ſpeaking in Iriſit, what Chriſt had done for 
ſinners, He departed with a broken heart.” 

When ſome of them once followed him, after 
reaching, defirous of inſ{truttion, *I told them 
(ſaid he) that it was not a bare profeſſion which 
would avail any one, That the true way, was to 
torſake fin and follow Chriſt; and that in order 
thereto, it was needful that a perſon ſhould, 1ſt. 
Be poor in ſpirit ; feel that he is a ſinner. 2dly, 
Nourn on that account with a broken and contrite 
heart. gdly, Forlake fin by applying to the Lord 
for ſtrength. athly, Believe in Chriſt, and him 
only for falvation ; as it 1s his blood alone, that 
cleanſeth from all unrighteouſneſs: and gthly, 
Obey the goſpel, by conforming to the rulesthere 
laid down; living foberly, and righteouſly, and 


godly in the preſent world.” 


This was the ſum of what he taught them from 
time to time, as the way of ſalvation, which, being 
explained and enforced by the holy ſcriptures, he 
oppofed to every other device, or traditionof men, 
which they at any time objected to him, as a 
ground of their hope of heaven. And ſo zealouſly 
concerned was he for enforcing theſe truths 
wherever he came, that once, amidit a great num- 
ber of 3 whoſe attention ſome endca- 
voured to hinder, he ſaid, If my dottrine be not 
according to the word of God, ſtone me on the 
ſpot. Make a ſacrifice of me: only heat for your- 
ſelves.“ 0 

„O that God would call them to the know- 
ledge of the goſpel of peace, and open to them a 
door of ſalvation, Open, Lord, the eyes of their 
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Prieſts. Remember the purchaſe of thy blood, nor 
ſuffer thoſe poor fouls to periſh, for whom Chriit 


hath died.“ 


SHARE V+; 


He goes to England and Labours there. 


IE enlargement of ſoul, with which it pleaſed 
God ſo ſignally to bleſs him, left no bounds 

to his deſires, of ſpreading the favour of the knows- 
ledge of Jcfus, in every place; and his provi— 
dential connections afforded him a large ſphere of 
action. The people with whom he was more im- 


mediately united, and who were, according to the 


divine diſpoſals, the inſtruments of his ſalvation, 
had now, through the blefling of heaven, ſpread 
the joyful found, well migh ail over England and 
ireland, And hence aroſe a neceſſity for many 
helpers to the kingdom of God. And ſuch he 
fully appeared to be. 

It was therefore judged expedient that, (having 
been {acceſsfully employed between two or three 
years in his native country) he ſhould go to Eng- 
land l:kewiſe: to which only the convittion of 
its being the will of God. could have reconciled 
him; feeling what was natural on the occaſion, 
& A {truggle within himſelf on leaving his friends 
and country,” 

May 10, 1753. He embarked at Dublin with 
fome other friends, and the next day arrived at 
Park-gate, Concerning this voyage, and his ar- 
rival in England, he writes as follows, „There 
were on board ſeveral Gentry, and Officers, with 
a large number of cabin-paſſengers. They curſed, 
ſwore, and blaſphemed as though they were in 
heil. I reproved them again and again: but they 
411 perfiſted, and ſaid I was mad. O God, if there 


never was any other damnation in the world to 
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come, than even the company of ſuch wretches, 
who would not flce from it! 

«© My God, I cannot but admire thy goodneſs 
towards me. I heartily praiſe and magnify thy 
Name for preſerving me on the great deep. O 
thou lover of my ſoul, I beſeech thee come with 
me hither, Open my mouth in wiſdom, and in 
righteouſneſs, that I may preach Chrilt cruciſed to 
the people of England. Jeſus, Maſter, ſtand by 
me, and ſtrengthen my body and ſoul !” 

London was the place where he wag appointed 
chiefly to labour, He arrived there the gift of 
May 1753, and preached his firſt ſermon from 1 

ohn 11. 1. 
And now aid he, more vigorouſly than ever, ap- 
ly himſelf, both in public and in private, to the 
n of his calling; reſolving, in a place of ſuch 
opportunities, and of ſuch dangers, to make the 
very beſt uſe of both. He found himſelf in the 
midſt of a numerous, and well inſtructed people, 
many of whom were deeply experienced in the 
things of God, This was to him matter of great 
Joy, though at the ſame time of much carefulneſs, 
knowing that in order to be truly profitable to 
them, a ſuperficial acquaintance with things 
would but ill ſuſhce, He therefore l{aboured to be a 
Scribe well inſ ructed ; to be deeply informed, in 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God. It was 
his daily and nightly ſtudy, how he might beſt 
contribute his part, towards the feeding them with 
the fincere milk of the word of God, and the 
building them up in their moſt holy faith, 

But neither did he here intermit hisendeavours, 
for the {alvation of his poor ignorant countrymen, 
(of whom great numbers, of the lower ſort are 
conſtantly employed in London) {till detained in 
that darkneſs, from which ne had ſo happily eſ- 
caped himlelt, He therefore appointed times for 
explaining, to as many of them as would hear, the 
principles of the doctrine of Chriſt ; and preached 
ieveral times in {rk in Moorſieids, and elſewhere; 

endeavouring 
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ex 

endeavouring likewiſe, to have as many private | bu 
interviews as he poſſibly could. s 
It was here he firſt formed to himſelf a more 1 
exact plan for the improvement of his time, with f 
reſpett to his public and private capacity, as a . 4 


Preacher, and a Chriſtian, aſſigning determinate 
ortions of it to certain employments, which, 
unleſs neceſſity required it, he punctually obſerved, - * 
He preached conſtantly twice a day, and viſited 
many of the people in their families; beſides 
frequent attendance on the ſick, and dying ; | 
from ſome of whom, he was rarely a day abſent. | 
The abilities with which God had endowed 
him, and his faithful improvement of them, con- 
fiderably increaſed his work; for it ſeemed good 
to thoſe, whom the divine wiſdom had honoured 
with the overſight of a multitude of perſons here, 
in their ablence, to entruſt him with that branch | 
of their work. Is exactneſs, and fubmiſſie | 1 
faithfulneſs therein, appeared in many and various Ws. 
articulars, of which a part only may be gathered | 
from the following Letter to the Rev, Mr, TJoln y 
Weſley. | 


Honoured Sir, | | 


6 I Thank you for your Letter, I longed ex - 
ccedingly to hear from you Your ac- 
count of the good Woman in your Journal was 
refreſhing to my foul, What I have to lay at pre- 
ſent is as follows, 
© 1, Your brother is gone to Briſtol. He met 
us on Monday mornings, and upon the whole, all 
was well, We panes in much love. 2. Mr. F. 
s on well. converſe with him when I can. 4 
3. The Lord 1s powerfully carrying on his work, 
Sinners are alarmed, and faints edified. This 
day in viſiting the ſick, my foul was greatly com- 
2 by hearing of God's dealings with their 
Ss 
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Mr. B I hear has preached lately at ——— 
[ſeveral are offended. I dare determine nothing; 
but aſk what ſhall be done ? 4. On Monday I be- 
gan to change the Tickets, &c. God give me 
Integrity, Wiſdom, Meeknels, and Love. I 
think, conſidering theſe particulars, I cannot 
leave London yet. It ſeems Providence keeps me 
here ſtill, 

„ou have the prayers of your children. 1 
do not forget you. A ſon honoureth his father, 
and a father loveth his ſon. Let it be ſo till death, 
and the devil can get little advantage. Your 
preaching has been often, and exccedingly bleſt to 
my ſoul. My heart's deſire, and prayer to God 15, 
that the Lord would make me partaker of his 
holineſs, 

Dear Sir, I truſt your ſoul will, in time, and in 
eternity, partake of that great ſalvation, you have 
preached in the name of the Lord, O may it 
mom God, that we may meet full of holy and 

appy love! J feel my ſoul this moment ſtrongly 
drawn after God ; but there is yet ſomething that 
keeps me out of perfect reſt and liberty. Jeſus, 
take my whole heart. Confound, overpower me 
with thy grace, Requeſting your prayers and 
counſel, I remain, 


Your very affectionate Son, 
London, 
April go. Thomas Walſh.” 


His heart being entirely ſet upon the things of 
heaven, and taken up with deſigns of pleaſing 
Him, whoſe providence had diſpoſed of him in 
this manner, ſet him upon purſuing with all ar- 
dour, whatever he judged might beſt promote 
ſuch an end, His genius alſo fitted him for pro- 
ting, by the variety of aſſiſtances, in point of 
learning and religion, which his preſent fituation 
afforded him; ſothat his advancement in the divine 
life, while he remained here, became more and 

| more” 
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more viſible, The fruit of his public mi + 
was likewiſe {till more diſcernible; and the go: 1, 
tenor of his condutt more acceptable to the pcie. 
They had abundant evidence of his devoterine!: | 
to God, and of his truly ſerving as a ſon in tle * 
goſpel, Ile was generaliv bletit to all kinds . 
hearers. His diſcourſes wert not only of an awa\.. * 
ening nature, but alio ſingularty calculated t 
aſſiſt ſuch as were ardentiv ſeeking after Hr 
love. And hereby he became one inſtrumont x 
iuch a revival of the work of Cod, as tad not been | 


known, as to its depth, from the hrſt union of that | 


Society of which he was a Member, Nor ars 
there a few in London, who bleſs God that eve: 
they heard his voice, and to whom the memory 
of Walſh will be for ever precious, 

The fervor tor God which appeared in his 
whole conduct; the diſcourſes about heavenly 
things, which he often held at meals, to the ſcr- 
vants, and frequently in the kitchen, occaſioned 
an elderly woman of known piety, who belonged 
to the houſe, to take particular notice of him. She 
diligently attended to moſt of his ways, which 
came within her obſervation ; and, without letting 
any one know ot it, watched even his ſecret re- 
tirements ; partly to be fully ſatisfied of his in- 
tegrity, and partly to have matter of {Lill greater 
Joy, at finding his life all of a piece, She did io 
ſeveral times, and found as ſhe expected a happy 
conſiſtency, between the wh of his behaviour, 
8 and private. She obſerved him through 

e key-hole, or ſome crevice of the door, and 
ſometimes ſaw him upon his knees, ſometimes 
proſtrate upon the ground, Ilis countenance was 
commonly at thoſe times lifted up to heaven, often 
as it were inflamed ! and often in tears would he 
deeply ſigh to God! | 
Thus did he ſpend the time of his abode in 
England, ſpreading the ſavour of his good ointment 
all around him, wherever he came: and by his 
example, as woll as preaching, preſſing every one 
p to 
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7 
| | io make ſure work for eternity. He perceived 
* clearly, it was the good providence of God which 
| hinges his way, and directed him hither, and 
could bleſs him unfeignedly on that account. He 
| came from 7reland to London, three ſeveral times; 
| the laſt of which was the longeſt time of his con- 
tinuing there, (about two years,) and the moſt pro- 
ftable both to himſelf and others. And here el- 
pecially it was, that through his great and inceſſant 
labours: his unwearied application to private 
| ſtudy and public miniſtrations, he laid the foun- 
dation of that diſorder, which at length, reſiſting 
the force of all medicine, removed him to ano- 
ther world, 


CHAP. VI. 


His Love to Souls, and Zeal for promoting the Glory 
of God. ; 


OME account of his endeavours for the ſal- 

vation of his neighbour, has already been 

given. But this being ſo conſiderable a part of 

his character, deſerves a more full confideration : 
though in reality it cannot be told, of how man 

and various expedients he ſerved himſelf for the 

converſion of ſinners 

The language of his whole conduct was in 

truth, what he breathed out in the followings 

words. O, how does my ſoul thirſt for the ſal- 

vation of all men! How does my heart bleed with 

detire, that the fulnels of the Gentiles were 
brought in, and that all Ifracl might be faved !” 

It was this feeling concern, for the coming of 

the kingdom of Chriit, in the general converſion 

of mankind, which raifed him ſuperior to what- 

ſocver hardſhips and difficulties attended him, 

lle watched every opportunity; and was mftant 

b in ſcaſon, out of ſeaſon ; that is continually, at all 

; . times, 
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times and places, ſeek ing how he might beſt acc! 
liſh the end, for which alone he deſired to live] 

The intenſeneſs of his deſire, and his applicatin 
to this One Thing, Kept him continually on 1! 
wing, {pending, and being ſpent in this behalf; 
regarding neither reproach, pain, loſs, 7-7 ug 
ments, nor death itſelf. „ have (as he ſaid on 
certain occaſion) but one life, and it is a hard caic 
if I cannot readily loſe that for His ſake, Who 
geve his life a ranſom for mine, and for the u 
of the world which lieth in the Wicked one.” 

He ſeemed to have continually before his eyes, 
that which the Son of God ſuffered out of lo: 
for man. It was the ſpring whence procceded |:;; 
ardent zeal for the ſalvation of the purchaſe of |: 
blood; and he imagined that the belt teſtimony | 
could give of his love to him, was to ſuffer e 
thing for his ſake. It was his deſire to give life 
for life; and to requite him, as he thoug! 
even by death itſelf. 

It was owing to this likewiſe, that he embrace! 
every polſible opportunity of crying aloud, in thc 
molt conipicuous places of public reiort, and Of 
enforcing the voice of Wiſdom, ſaying, How 40145 
ye 7 enple ones wil! ye love famplicity, and ye Kor ert tex 
t:ght in fcorning, and fools hate Ano ge! Turn v 
at my reproof ; "behold I will hour out my Spirit 1p 
you, 1 will make kngwn my words unto you, Prov. 1, 


22, 23. 

3 Market-places, Highways, Meadows, 
Rooms, Priſons, and Ships, were the frequent 
Theatres of his publiſhing the Goſpel of peace, 
And herein there appeared in him ſomething mar- 
vellous, a living fre, continually burning in the 
loveof God and man; {till mounting upwards, and 
kindling all that were capable about him; as pronc 
to-fervor and activity, as ſome are to aol and 
indolence, He was never weary of well-doing. 
nor ever {poke ſlightly, and with indifference of 
the great God, and of the things of Religion; but 


with a ſcriouſneſs and reverence, becoming one 
WhO 
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*vrho by faith ſaw the Inviſible, and looked to be 
* ſhortly with Him! | 
lle was in trutha mighty adverſary tothe devil's 
| kingdom, and took every poſſible ſtep, which he 
judged might in any meaſure promote the honour 
of God, to whoſe lole glory he facrificed himſelf, 


„ „With all his labours and ſtudies. It is ſcarce pol- 
ale * ſible to enable a ſtranger to him adequately to 
10 conceive the flow of his foul, and the energy of his 
ile „ fpirit and expreſſions on theſe occaſions; While he 
| endeavoured by all means to fave ſome. To this 
by, end, he truly imparted, not the goſpel of God 
0 only, but likewiſe his own foul, with-holding no— 


thing which he judged might be beneficial to the 


3 | xcople, It was this noble objett of purſuit, Which 
10 raiſed him hikewiſc above, even the neceſflary at- 
| :ention to his body. It was truly ſaid of him, 

> 


He ſcorn'd his feeble fleſh to ſpare, 
Regardleſs of its ſwift decline; 


is ſingle aim, Il is ceaſeleſs pray'r, 
my 10 [pr ad the Righteouſneſs divine: 
g 


| Ile truly triumph'd in the Croſs, 

F Its prints as on his body ſthew'd, 
Laviſh of life for Jeſu's Cauſe, 
Whoſe blood for all fo freely flow'd. 


4ne hire which burned in his heart never ſaid 
© It is enough.“ And the ſuccels with which it 
jlealed our Lord to mrolfperlis labours, was a Con- 
ſtant motive to his {till going forward, His 
cleſigns of doing good were without limits, eſteem- 
ing himſelf in this refpett, a debtor to all, and 
embracing in allettion, not icfs than the whole 
world. 

Riding through IF ates at one time, and findin 
I» that in many places they did not underſtand 
| Engliſh, he felt great concern on the occation 


7 


and formed a relolation, if his life and health 
permitted, to learn the Welch language for their 
lakes, g 
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When, in a paſſage to Ireland, he was driven n 
thither, to a place where they underſtood English. 
he let flip no opportunity of preaching to, and 
viſiting them daily, during his [lay there, at tlie 
own houſcs, eshorting them fas he {aid on t 
occaſion) to ſcek the Lord while he way 
found. Several were convinced and took know: 
legde that they muſt follow Chrit through cui! 
report and ſuffer for him if they would live with 
him in glorv. 

There were not wanting to him, from time +0 
time, ſeveral dilcouraging circum ſtances. It Wa: 
given him not only to believe, and ſpeak for God; 
but alſo to ſuffer for his cauſe; and be rejoiced in 
his {uſferings. and filled up that Which is behind 
of the afflictions of Chriſt in his fleſh, for his 
bodv's fake, Which is the Church. 

But the end, which he {Lil kept in vie W, with 
his rcſlettions on the love of Jeſus, tlie danger 
of ſinners dying without converion, and t1:; 

reſent ſalvation to which they arc entuled throue 
the Blood of the Lamb, raiſed hum above eve 
thing, which either men, or the malice of Satan 
could invent againlt, or inflict upon him, 

His fervent courage feared no danger in the 
diſcharge of his duty, being well affured that 
walking uprightly, he walked lurcly, He dreaded 
not the faces of men. but where occation Oflercd, 
>01dly reproved what he ſaw amils in every cn⁰e. 
Wherever there appeared any probability of doing 

ood, he was never hindered therefrom, by the 
proſpect of perſonal Ganger. ; 

In one place, having preached to a valt number 
of Romaniſts, and a prolpett appearing of doing 
much good among them, he intended to go thither 
again: but a report prevailed that if he attempted 
it, a certain great man would either have him 
ſtoned, or {tent to jail, On this occaſion © ] rc- 
flected, fatd he, what God had done in former 
times for thoſe who put their truſt in him. And 
ay. 1 
found 
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found my faith in him greatly | ſtrengthened, and 
reſolved imply to rely 72 his proteftion ; not 
loubting 51 it that He would {tand by me. 80 1 
went thither and preached in the Name of the 
Lord. 

Tlie fear of man prevented their giving me 
entrance into their houſes as beforg; o I HoOd on 
a chair in the {trect, and thankea God for tha 
privilege, They received the War d without dil- 
turbance, and with joy, On my return I prayed 
at two houlc 'S in the way, and the power of God 
was greatly in the midit of us, Praiſed be God 
and the Lamb for ever 1!” 

His labours were indeed much beyond the 
ſtrength of his dying body: and his zeal would 
not {uffer him to ſtand {till : ſo that his friends 
were obliged ſometimes {as Origen's mother, to 
prevent her young ſon's burning with his tather) 
to hide his clothes, or lock him in his room in the 
morning. 

His whole converſation was like fire, warming, 
refreſhing, and comforting all that were about him, 
and begetting in their fouls a meaſure of the 
lame concern for the glory of God, and the ſal- 
vation of hnners, which burned 1n his own breaſt, 
It was not poſlible to be much with him, and not 
to hear diſcourſes which bred a deteſtation of fin, 
and a love of holineſs. To what purpoſe is it to 
live (ſeemed the motto of his life} and not to live 


to ſome good purpoſe ? 


His endeavours to do good extended to children 
allo, IIe farſt introduced in many places, the 
cuſtom of meeting weekly ſuch of them as could 
attend, in order to inſtruct them in ſuch truths, as 
their 7 admitted of. In doing which, 150 
deſired their parents might be preſent likewiſe, 
whom his affecting manner of addreſs was not eſs 
ſerviccable, than to the children themſclves ; both 
often w ecping together, 

While in London, he had ſeveral interviews 
with the eus, frequently attending their ſyna- 


2 gogues, 
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gogues, and reaſoning with them out of their 
1 Scriptures. And they were not 18 
gain-lay the power by which he ſpoke, 
When at any time he met any of his Chr1! 
acquainta Ace in the ſtreet, or only juſt calle a at 
iheir houſes as he paſſed by, which was frequent! 
the caſe, he had always ſomething to lay by way . 


* 


14 
1 
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«a WV at c h- orc, ** hich he left upon their minds. 
' I ' 
ſuch as, © Well let us hold ou a | itle . | 


Are we preſling forward? Let us hold faſt faith, 
and a good conſcience, Are we watching non 
unto Praver, ar: a pretiing. s after perfect love?“ 1 

remember one 111 anc Cc Of the 8 zod effects of th. 


which a perſon mentioned to ine ſince his death, 
6 ] ſhall neve!: forget, {aid he, a word which Mr. 
Waſh, King nie by the hand one day, ſpoke to 
me in my ſhop, 140 worſe than death, my Cod to 
laue, and net my God alone,” It was like a nail in 
a ſure Place, and left a uleful impreſſion upon his 


mind ever after, The gravity and earneſtneſs, 
with which he 4clivercd theſe little memcntos to 


his friends, carried them, by Cod's help, to the 
Heart, and left them there. So that I have heard 
ſeveral of his ſayings in this way, called to re- 
men:brance ſince his deceaſe, by ſeveral of his 
acqua! :ntance. 

He did whatſoeverbe did for God, with all his 
might, i; 3 his very life in every action, even 
as if he ſhould merit heaven thereby, and vet, 
at the ſame. time, heartily de ſpiſing, andiating 
himſelf as an unp rofitable ſervant. 

In ſhort, as one rol born from above, his ſoul 
had a vehement tendency towards keaven, whither 
he would fain bring he whole world. His heart 
and treaſure being there, this world, with all its 
furniture, its idle pomp and fading joys, were 28 
nothing to him; „dein dead, and cruci ted 7: 
Chriſt with zeal for whoſe glory, he was, as n 


were, eaten up continually, 
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HAP. VII. 


Of his Application to Study, L. ODE to ths holy 90 riß- 
tures, and Improvement in divine Ano xwled oe, 


HE. firſt materials of his learning, were not 
conſiderable; he had ac quired {ome knows 
ledge of Latin in "IN child-hood, but left it for the 


-Mathem atics: ſothat by the time he pen his 


grammatical ſtudies, n ic had almoſt all to do again. 
However, the ſtren 35 n of his capac ity, and his in- 
tenic application to itudy, after his converſion, 
foon recoyvered what hehadloſt, with vaſt incre = . 

From his firſt deep concern about his laiyat. 
he read tne word of God „With unwearied appli 
cation; and every thing clic, only as it had forno 
reference to the trutlis contained therein: and this 

ractice he continued with increaling diligence 

till ickneſs diſqualit ied him for all ſtudy - and 
to ſuch a degree of eminency did he arrive t! Lere ein, 
that he was lcarce ever a moment Waking, wherein 
he was not either talking of, reading, or meditating 
on one truth or other contained in the holy 
SCripture, 

At firſt he read the Engliſh Bible chiefly : but 
his endeavours for the good of many of his igno— 
rant countrymen, induced him to read, and get well 
acquainted with the New Teſtament in Ir th like- 
wile. His penctrating genius however, defirous 
to enter into the depth of divine Truth, led him, 
by all means, to ſcarch into the true ground and 
bottom of things. 

He ſet himſelf, therefore, to underſtand the 
Scriptures, both of the Old Teſtament and the 
New, in the original. It was not till after he had 

acquired ſome knowledge of the Greek Teſtament, 
that he entered upon 2 ans of Hebrew, This 
was 
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Was at London, about December 1734. He agreed 
with a Jew to in{trutt him. A few leflons ſerved; 
a \d being fully initiated 1 ino the genius of the lan. 
guage, * ſoon became fa! N up in it, making 
it ever after, the chief ſubjett of his ſtudies, 

He diſcovered ev ery day, ſuch a depth of Ai 
wiſdom, in the wr itings of A. es and the Prophets, 
read in their original tongue, as he could hard 
have conceived from our tranſlation, though tor 
the molt part, deemed the beſt in the world. 

The advancement in divine k: N ys, % which 
he perceived in himſelf, from the ſtudy of the 
holy Scriptures in this lang! :2age, was matter of Ht. 
admiration, as well as thankigiving. He found 
that the Hebrew Scriptures contain the ſum of all 
we can know in Divinity conſidered as a ſcience) 
or, in natural things. 

From its Author, namely God himſelf, we 
have reaſon to expect the utmoſt perfection a lan⸗ 
guage e is capable of, viz. the utmoit | bmplicity, CCr- 
tainty, and expreſſiveneſs. In a word, What can 
be im agined more w 2 than that which lea: 1s 
us to the ſavi ing knowledge of God himſelf! which 
ſhews the manner of attaini 1g cternal ſalvation ! 
—0 truly laudable and worthy ſtudy! O Induſtry 
beyond all praiſe ; whereby a man is enabled in 
the ſame language, knowingly to converſe with 
God, with holy Angels, with Patriarchs, and with 
Prophets, and clearly to unfold to men the mind 
of God, from the language of God.“ 

He aſcribed it to a Tpeci al aſſiſtance from hea- 
ven, that the ſtudy of the Tongue became fo eaſy 
and pleaſant as he found it. And I have heard 
him mention this very particular as an argument of 
the regard of Heaven, to this firſt and moſt excel- 
lent Language; in aſſiſting thoſe who with 
upright minds enquire into it after the mind of 
God. And to this purpoſe he writes as follows : 

December 20, 175% I ſpent the afternoon in 
my ſtudies, in which Gaws and does greatly 
aſſiſt me, About this ve-month, I could 
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not read a ſentence of Hebrew with any certainty, 
to conſtrue a verſe with readineſs, But now I can 
read my Bible through and underitand it, almoſt 
as well as Latin or Engliſh. This hath God 
done, enabling me to read his bleſſed Word in the 
firſt and beſt of languages. O may all my ſtudies 
and talents be devoted to his glory!“ 

His application was indeed prodigious. I have 
known him ſpend fourteen hours of the four and 
twenty, in this ſtudy, excepting only the intervals 
of prayer. He often intermixed a verie of praiſe, 
or petition ; and then, turning his face to the wall, 
and lifting up his heart and countenance to heaven, 
with his arms claſpt about his breaſt, he would 
ſtand for ſome time before the Lord in folemn 
recollection, and then return to his work, 

It was a rare thing ever to fee him but with a 
book in his hand, or ſpeaking of the things of God, 
When in travelling heat any time ſtopt at an inn, 
as ſoon as he was ſhewed to his chamber, to ſtay 
whether lor an hour or a night; he would take out 
his little Hebrew Pſalter, or ſome other {piritual 
book, and fall immediately to his uſual work; un- 
leſs the time was otherwiſe taken up in exhorting 
the landlord, or lervants, or in ſhort, any he met 
with. Accommodations for his body were his 
ſmalleſt care; and his attention to theſe was 
always, as it were by the bye, He ſeemed ever 
where, and yet no where at home in this world, 
He purſued his work, well nigh equally, at all 
times, and in all places, unleſs when ſickneſs pre- 
vented, and ſeemed ſpontancouily to tend to God, 
Even after preaching, ſometimes near an hour and 
a half together, he has immediately reſumed his 
ſtudies, (having books always with him,) and this 
often, where ſeveral perſons have been talking, or 
otherwiſe employed, as their occaſions required 
round about him; he ſtill purſuing his work, as 
if he were retired. in a cloſet ; proceeding on 
the ſentiment, that has no other buſineſs in this 
world, than to pr preach, and ſtudy, and 
live in every place, in cyery thing, for God! 

| 8 ww Although 
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was at London, about December 1734. He agreed 
with a Jew to inſtruct him. A der leſſons ſerved; 
and being fully in; 3 into the genius of the la 
guage, he ſoon became {ſwallowed upinit, making 
it ever after, the chief ſubject of his ſtudies, 

He diſcovered every dav, ſuch a depth of /idden 
wiſ-lom, in the writings of Moyes s and the Fropho! 5, 
read in their original tongue, as he could hardly 
have conceived from our tranſlation, though tor 
the moſt part, deemed the beſt in the world. 

The advancement in divir.c knowledge, which 
he perceived in himſelf, from the ſtudy of the 
holy Scriptures in this language, was matter of hi 
admiration, as well as thankigiving. Ile found 
that the Hebrew Scriptures contain the ſum of all 
we can know in Divinity {contidcered as a ſcience) 
or, in natural things. 

From its Author, namely God himſelf, we 
have reaſon to expect Hs utmoſt perfection a lan- 
tzuage is capable of. viz, the utmoit | bmplicity, cer- 
tainty, and expreſſiveneſs. In a word, what can 
be imagined more w orthy than that which leads 
us o the ſaving knowledge of God himſelf! which 
ſhews the manner of attaini; ag cternal ſalvation! 
— O truly laudable and w orthy itudy! O Induſtry 
beyond all praiſe ; whereby a man is enabled in 
the ſame language, knowingly to converſe with 
Gods, with holy Angels, with Patriarchs, and witn 
Prophets, and clearly to unfold to men the mind 
of God, from the language of God. 

He aferi bed it to a Tpeci a] a Gftance from hea- 
ven, that the ſtudy of the Tongue became fo caſy 
and pleaſant as he found it. And I have heard 
him mention this very particular as an argument of 
the regard of Heaven, to this firſt and moſt excel- 
lent Language; in aſhiing thoſe who with 
upright minds enquire into it after the mind of 
God. And to this purpoſe he writes as follows : 

December 20, 1750 I ſpent the afternoon in 
my ſtudies, in which as, and does greatly 
aſliſt me. * this ve- month, I could 
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not read a ſentence of Hebrew with any certainty, 
to conſtruc a verle with readinels, But now I can 
read my Bible through and underſtand it, almoſt 
as well as Latin or Engliſh, This hath God 
done, enabling me to read his blelled Word in the 
firit and beſt of languages. O may all my ſtudies 
and talents be devoted to his glory!“ 

His application was indeed prodigious. I have 
known him ſpend fourteen hours of the four and 
twenty, in this ſtudy, excepting only the intervals 
of prayer, He often intermixed a verie of praiſe, 
or petition; and then, turning his face to the wall, 
and lifting up his heart and countenance to heaven, 
with his arms claſpt about his breaſt, he would 
ſtand for ſome time before the Lord in folemn 
recollection, and then return to his work. 

It was a rare thing ever to ſec him but with a 
book in his hand, or ſpeaking of the things oi God, 

Vhen in travelling he at any time ſtopt at an inn, 
as ſoon as he was ſhewed to his chamber, to ſtay 
whether lor an hour or a night; he would take out 
his little Hebrew Pſalter, or ſome other ſpiritual 
book, and fall immediately to his uſual work; un- 
leſs the time was otherwiſe taken up in exhort ing 
the landlord, or ſervants, or in ſhort, any he met 
with. Accommodations fer his body were his 
[malleſt care; and his attention to theſe was 
always, as it were by the bye. He ſeemed ever 
where, and yet no where at home in this world, 
He purſued his work, well nigh equally, at all 
times, and in all places, unleſs when {icknels pre- 
vented, and ſeemed ſpontancouily to tend to God, 
Even after preaching, fometimes near an hour and 
a half together, he has immediately reſumed his 
ſtudies, (having books always with him, ) and this 
often, where ſeveral perſons have been talking, or 
otherwiſe employed, as their occaſions required 
round about him ; he {till purſuing his work, as 
if he were retired. in a cloſet; proceeding on 
the ſentiment, that he had no other buſineſs in this 
world, than to pray id, preach, and ſtudy, and 
live in every place, A, in eyery thing, for God! 

- L, Although 
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Although his ſtudy may be conſidered, almoſt 
as a continual prayer, being managed in this man— 
ner, and being in its nature and defizn, wholly rc - 
ferred to God; nevertheleſs it m uſt be acknow- 
ledged, that the frequency of his ſta ated times of 
prayer, were, at firſt eſpecially, muchi in -rrupted 
ther- oy, but he followed, for th moſt pait, the 
light which he then had : and 5 all his 
acquirements ior the glory of God, he thought 
he might in ſuch a caſe, (as one exprelles it,) 
„leave God, for God.” 

He was not, however, without frequent jea- 
louſies, fearing leſt his intenſe application. even to 
this Kind of emplo inet, tho: I in 11% way BL 1 
his he dart from Mhat he mot prized, nar cl: 
attention to Jeſus. After ST ther fore, having 
maſtered the main diſhculties in his Work, ag 
app! ation became much more moderat. 


One day he writes as follows, 1 I day 
cloſely employed at ſtudy. But I fear Ito my 
books too much, It is true, my ſtudies late to 
the word of God: but I often nd my mind Far- 
ried out in delire after Languages, Arts and 
Sciences: yet 1 ſee the vanity ot every ing, 
when icparute from God: I prize the eknowiecs * 
of Chriſt cruciſed above all other knowl: 32, 


To imitate his wiſdo! 5 goodnels, meekneſs, Ha- 
tience and love: alus! What are Flenen Greek, 
Latin, Logic, Metaphyſtcs, eve Bing. to this! 
What is any thing to the 8 0 Gf Jeſus! O that 
{wect peace of conicience and contentme nt of 
mind; which ariſe from Redemption in his Blood! 
O Lon thou knoweſt that I dchre to be great in 
thy grace; the armed with thy armour, My 
foul longs to sbove theſe little, tranſitccy 
things. 1 fain weld reſt in thee! Ithiyſt for ihe 
divine Life. 1 praytarthe 8 Spirit of Illumination. 
I caſt my ſoul upon Jeſus Chriſt, the God of glory, 
and Redeemer ofthe 4 Fi deſire to be con- 
formable unto him; „ ſervant, diſciple, 
| | and 
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and ſacriſice! Come now my Jeſus! See the 
longings of my ſoul, and finiſh the work there.. 

He ſtill deſired to know, but it was God, and 
the things ot God, which he propoſed to humielt, 
as the ſole matter of his knowledge, For although 
he read occahonally both Logic and Metaphyſics, 
Hiſtory, and Natural Fhiloſophy, vet it was all 
with reference to his one grand point. Whatever 
treaſures he gathered from abroad, in theſe, or in 
any other wav: as the induſtrious Bee, collecting 
her ſweets in various parts, depolits all in one 
hive; fo he made all his attainments ſubſervient 
to the word of God, and acquaintance with Jeſus, 
his central point in every thing, ; 

And his fear, leſt in any thing he ſhould deviate 
from this, had much influence on the regulation 
of his ſtudies. He well knew, that to have aheart 
always at leiſure for God, attentive to his teach- 
ing, and obedient to his dictates, is the great 
thing; to which every purſuit muit give place, 
if we mean to be truly great in the grace of 
God. He knew the heart is capable of being 
overcharged with things, in ſome reſpects, lawful 
and excellent, as well as with ſurfeiting and 
drunkenneſs, and the cares of this life; all of 
which are to be carefully guarded againſt, 

And perhaps there are few things, by which the 
Spirit of darkneſs ſo ſerves himlelf, among the 
thinking world, as by this very particular: a di- 
verting of the mind from proper application to the 
one thing needful, not by things ſenſual, or im- 
moral, which they abhor ; but by things in ſome 
reſpects innocent, and plauſible, if not neceſſary: 
it may be by curious ſpeculations on Government, 
the works of Nature, or Grace, and ideal purſuits 
of various kinds, | 3 
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Although his ſtudy may be confidered, almoſt 
as a continual prayer, being managed in this man- 
ner, and being in its nature and deſign, wholly re. 
ferred to God; nevertheleſs it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that the frequency of his ſiat-d times of 
prayer, were, at firſt eſpecially, much wti-rrupted 

. , i 
thereby; but he followed, for the moſt part, the 
light which he then had ; and intending all his 
acquirements tor the glory of God, he thought 
he might in ſuch a caſe, (as one exprelles it,) 
6: leave God, for God.” 

He was. not, however, without frequent jea- 

5 . 1 [ y * . - . . 5 
louſics, caring Lett his intenſe application, even to 
this kind of employment, ſhonld in anv wiſe divert 
his heart from what he moſt prized, namely, cla 


attention to Jeſus. After awhile therefore. having 


X . «oy . 5 1 i f 
maſtercd the main diihculties in his work, his 
application became much more moderat. 


One day he writes as follows. 1 21! day 
cloſely employed at ſtudy, But I fear ! e ny 
books too much. It is true, my ſtudies late to 
the word of God: but I often find my ming car 
ried out in delire after Languages, Arts and 
Sciences: yet I ice the vanity cf every Ing, 
when icparute from God: I prize the K n. by 


of Chriſt crucified above all other knowledge. 
To imitate his wiſdom, goodneſs, meekneſs. Ba- 
tience and love: alus! What are Hebrew, Gres! 
Latin, Logic, Metaphyſics, every thing to this! 
What is any thing to the love of Jeſus! Q that 
{weet peace of conicience and contentment of 
mind; which ariſe from Redemption in his Blood! 
O Lord, thowknowelt that I deſire to be great in 
thy grace; tothe. armed with thy armour, My 
foul longs to "raiſe above theſe little, tranlitgry 
things. I fain reit in thee! Ichiyſt for ihe 
divine Life. IP e Spirit of Illumination. 
I caſt my ſoul ß Chriſt, ttc 60d of glory, 
and Redeemer g I dclrc to be con- 
formable unto him; + ſervant, diſciple, 
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and lacriſice! Come now my Jeſus! See the 
longings of my foul, and Hniſh the work there.“ 

He ſtill deſired to know, but it was God, and 
the things of God, which ke propoſed to himſelt, 
asthe ſole matter of his knowledge, For although 
he read occationally both Logic and Metaphylics, 
Hiſtory, and Natural Fhiloſophy, vet it was all 
with reference to his one grand point, Whatever 
treaſures he gathered from abroad, in theſe, or in 
any other way; as the induſtrious Bee, collecting 
her ſweets in various parts, depolits all in one 
hive; ſo he made all his attainments ſubſervient 
to the word of God, and acquaintance with Jeſus, 
his central point in every thing. 

And his fear, leſt in any thing he ſhould deviate 
from this, had muck influence on the regulation 
of his ſtudies. He well knew, that to have a heart 
always at leiſure for God, attentive to his teach- 
ing, and obedient to his dittates, 1s the great 
thing; to which every purſuit muſt give place, 
if we mean to be truly great in the grace of 
God. He knew the heart 1s capable of being 
overcharged with things, in ſome reſpects, lawful 
and excellent, as well as with ſurfeiting and 
drunkenneſs, and the cares of this life; all of 
which are to be carefully guarded againſt, 

And perhaps there are few things, by which the 
Spirit of darkneſs ſo ſerves himielf, among the 
thinking world, as by this very particular: a di- 
verting of the mind from proper application to the 
one ting needful, not by things lenſual, or im- 
moral, which they abhor ; but by things in ſome 
reſpects innocent, and plauſible, if not neceſſary: 
it may be by curious ſpeculations on Government, 
the works of Nature, or Grace, and ideal purſuits 
of various kinds, 

Bithop Taylor mentions it as aſ 
that an old, and ſimple wom- 
may be greater than Was P 
inaſmuch as the g1 1 
that, without which 
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this be not done, Is it not the ſame thing, wheth: 
it be through gazing at the ſtars, catching of 
butter- tlie: s, or committing adultery? He w: 
thoroughly ſenſible of his dans er in this ee! 
and regulated himfelf accordi ingly. 

And he found, that more true wiſdom is ob— 
tained from God. by 1 raycer nd hoy n ned: ta: ion 
in one hour, than from the applicat 17 of years to 
fol'o volumes; and eſteemed one f. ngle ſentiment, 
gained in this manner, of more I than a 
thoufand ſpeculations ac quired by mere Gint of 
ſtudy, 

His ſettled manner now was. to aſſign the morn- 
ing wholly to the reading, firſt a chapter out of 
the Old Teſtament, and frequenily ſome of the 

faims in Hebrew, Then he read, and digeſted 
ſome part of his Greek Teſtament. This took 
him up great part of the forenoon : afterwards, he 
read, wrote, or was employed as occaſions directed. 
He freq: ently had ſome perſons to vilit him for 
inſtruttion in ſome point of learning; chiefly in 
Hebrew. Ivo or three young men of Cambridge, 
at different times, being in town, choſe to be initi- 
ated by him in the Hebrew tongue, He was 
conſtantly as communicative as receptive of in- 
ſtruction. with- holding nothing from any one, 
that he t! hought miglit be uſeful to him. 

He read the Scriptures in order; beginning a 
book, and going through it regularly ; fixing at 
the fame time upon ſach parts, as had moſt imme— 
diate reference to the doctrines and precepts of 
the goſpel: which he not only read molt fre- 
quently, but likewiſe committed to memory, And 
the degree of perfection to which he arrived in 
this partiear, was really ſurpriling. His ac- 
& the letter of ſcripture, and his re- 
aplicd kim with a concordance, 
A remarkable, hiſtorical, doc- 


Lage, from Geneſis to the 
* on the bare men- 
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© Thy Word, ſaid he, O Lord, I have for my 
:nheritance for ever. It is the Joy of my heart, 
and of more value to me than miliions of worlds, 
O God, give me underſtanding, that I may k. ep 
thy tw! But Ict my whole dependence be in 
Jelu's merits, Ile is my Advocate. Only by 
Faith in him I ſtand. He 1s my ſure refuge, and 
portion in the land of the living! * 

In this manner it was, that he became in truth, 

a {cribe, well inſtructed in the myſteries of the 
kingdom: and brought out of the trealury of his 
heart experience, the old and new things of the 
word of Jehov ah; It was from this fountain he 
derived his ideas, ſentiments, and expreſſions, on 
all occaſions: explaining dottrines, enforcing 
duties, and refolving dithculties, well nigh alto- 
gether in Scripture words. The Spzrit of Wifdom 
lo reſted upon him, that there was nothing of a 
divine nature, which occured to his own mind. or 
Was propoſed to him by others, re{pe&ing doc- 
trines, experience, or practice, of which he could 
not ſpeak with convincing clearnels. 

He had a ſingular faculty for throwing light 
upon doubtful cales: and it was not unuſual with 
him, by two or three words {peaking, to ſet to 
right, and entirely quiet the minds of perſons, 
PC ple: xed before, about points of octtiine, or 
experience. | 

His inſight into the inviſible world, ſo realized 
to him things to pet that he ſpake of them as 
one who both heard and faw them. And ther 
had their proportionable inilucnce on t“ 
of his behaviour, He attcd as in th 
Dreſerice of God; and thus went 
meditating day and night, in t' 
and devouri: AC, like anot 
divine Volume, 
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II. 
Of his Manner of Preac ling. 


T firſt his ſermnons conſiſted chiefly, of a 
number of well choſen texts of Scripture, 
ſuited to the particular i be & on which he treat- 
ed; and which he, for the moſt ent cited with 
both chapter and verſe. Ile had in this manner 
formed. as it were, a body © f arvinity in his head, 
which was a kind of ſtorechouſe of his {ermons, 
Time and experience however, brought him off 
from the cuſtom of o particularly Ciling texts of 
Scripture. 

A conſtant courſe of reading. much converiation 
with the children of God. and his deep acquaint - 
ance with God. and with the motions of his own 
ſoul, greatly extended his views oO: divine things: 
and furniſhed him with a variety of {ub:iotts for the 
edification and comfort of the church of God: {5 
that in the laſt two or three vears of nis life, 
his ſermons had a depth, and ſolidity fay beyond 
thoſe of his former years 

The ſtate of his own . had much inJnence 
on the articular ubjets of his ſermons: as 
jurcly the caſe with all, to whom dg 18 

mere buſigels of covric ; but an affair of the 
importance, requiring the deepeſt at- 
: on circumſpect walking. He knew 
"an unfeeling heart, are but empty 
1 thev might plc ale. th eV 1 arely 
1d it was on this acc gunt, 
to the motions of 
preacher! a She 
1e in lenlations TO 
AI {oul, 


hen 


OF THOMAS Wars u. 8; 


© When, ſaid he, I am in heavineſs, I am led 


* i 

to ſpeak chiefly of trials; when lively and fervent, 

to ipeak of the comforts of believers ; and when 

| Jam hungering and thirſting atter Rigitcoulnels, 

I preſs upon others, to cleanle themfelves from 

all Hlthinefs of fleſh and ſpirit, and to perfect ho- 

lineſs. And hence 1 learn, 1it., How needful it 

. is for a Preacher to be in a right ſpirit himſelf, 

A whenever he ſpeaks to others. And, 2dly. The : 

N Wildom of God, in ſo ordering, that every foul 

- might receive its portion of the Mi of the Word 
1 in due lcalon, * | . 
r | All hiis ſermons might be truly ſaid to be his ap 
; own. His heart was a [Treaſury well furniſhed, 311 
A inforuch that he was never ata loſs for iomething | 1 
F | jn ſcaton: even ſometimes when he has been 1o "wn 
| ! neceflarily taken LN with othcr parts of his cal- | 
| ling. 48 TiO tO have the lea! time 101 prep 1g 10 1 | 
: preach Yet the pourings out of his feeling soul, 1 

cvinced themlelves to waiting hearts, to be of 


God. 
There was nothing whinine, light, or trivial 
in his diſcourtes; nothing put on; nothin 
could excite an air of levitv. much leis laughter; 
but rather, (winch was commonly the calc,) grcans, 
and tears, and cries. IIis fermons bad in them 
depth of divine Truth, confirmed by the 
Aord of God, with ſuch a greatneſs and majeſty, 
as hegot in, the hearers an awe, and. reverence, 
which removed far away, all petulancy and irre— 
vercnce; and produced in many, a lojJemnity of 
ſor!, becoming thoſe who hear difcourles for life 
or death eternal. To all of which, his grave and 
mortihed countenance contributed not a little, 
In mort, his whole behaviour in the pulpit was 
uch as became a Meſlenger of God, put in truſt 

with the Miniflry of Reconciliation, 
lis diſcourſes were ſuited to give a portion to 
every one, as their need required; milk for babes, 
and for ſtronger men, ſtronger meat; though ſtill 
his one main tendency, was to excite people's 
| 11 hearts 


85 THE LIFE AND DEATH 


hearts to the pure love of God. And although le 
preached ſaith in Chriſt, as the only way of ©). 
gaining grace and glory, yet he did it in ſuch 
manner, as effectually to guard againſt the abuſe o 
libertines, who turn the freeneſs of the grace of 
God into an occaſion of wantonnefs; who, whil. 

they promiſe liberty to themſelves and others, ar: 
fervants of corruption. Perſons of this charact: 

could not in the leaſt ſerve themlelves of his dil- 
courſ:s; in which he ſo preached Faith in Chriſt, 
as to eſtabliſi the law, in its true ſenle, to ſecure 
all the intereſts of genuine holineſs, 

When he firit began to preach, his chief talen: 
ſeemed to be quickening ſuch as were dead in tret- 
palles and ſins; to terrify carctefs ſinners with the 
drend of God's judgments, alarming them, at their 
peril, to flee from the wrath to come. 

His courage, and reſolution in this, were ſuch 
as arc rarely to be found. He judged, that there 
was nothing more likely to pull down the ſtrons 
holds of Satan, than to lay the axe to the root 0: 
fin; and in all his fermons, he ever uicd to diſco- 
ver its deteſtable nature, prefſing upon the con- 
ſcioence, an entire purgation from dead works; 
and in ſuch a manner as often pierced the ver; 
joints and marrow of his hearcrs, ; 

It was eaſy to diſcover in him likewiſe, the ut- 
molt impartiality, Knowing that he was to deliver 
the Lord's meſſage, he fpared no man, from any 
human regards; but boldly detecting their fin, 
commended himſelf to every man's conſcience in 
the fight of God. 

And yet, his utmoſt zeal was tempered with di{- 
cretion; for notwithſtanding his preſhng vehe- 
mently upon the conſcience of his hearers: yet 

though ſome were offended) they were never 
able to reſiſt the authority by which he ſpake. 

But it was not as 2 Boanerges, as a Son of Thunder 
only, that he excelled. His own happy experi- 
ence, of the forgiving, healing, and comforting 
virtue of the blood of Jelus; together with his 


acquaintance 
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2cquaintance with the promiſes of IIIu, fitted him 
or adminiſtring comfort to the weary and heavv- 
laden. To ſuch, he was in truth, a Sor of Confota- 
on; his lips dropped {ſweetneſs to them, as the 
honey-comb, 

O God, how many a bleeding wound haſt thou 
made him an inſtrument of healing, by pouring 
into the hearts of the diſconſolate, Ine wine and 
of the Goſpel, in a rich profuſion of thoſe pre- 
vious promiles, which being ratihed to us by the 
blood of thy dear Son, are all yea, and amen in 
Dim. 

it was ſcarce poſſible for the moſt obdurate 
heart to remain long ſo under his moving and au- 
thoritativedilcouries, laid home to the conſcience 
ty the Sword of the Spirit, which, like the {lam- 
ins Sword in Paradiſe, he turned every way to 
every heart. And accoraginsly, it was a rare thing 
{or him to preach a ſermon, without lending ſome 
away, either broken-hearted, rejoicing in God, or 
increaſed in the knowledge of the Crucified. 

Towards the latter part of his progreſs, the two 
laſt years of his life eſpecially, the whole bent of 
his ſoul, his reading, meditations, prayer, conver— 
lation and preaching, tended altogether, to the 
derp things of God, the fo perfectly loving Him, 
with all the capacity of the ſoul, as the Fate of 
humanity can admit. The entire ſalvation of 
Cod, from all fin, to all the mind that was in 
Chriſt Jelus, was now his conſtant and moſt be- 
loved theme, bath in public and private, And he 
omitted nothing which might either inform his 
judgment, or affect his own, or the hearts of 
others, in reference to this molt intereſting con- 
cern of the children of God. 

His thoughts on this head became therefore 
throughly digeſted ; ſo that there was hardly an 
objettion which either Satan or men could bring 
againſt it, for which he had not a convincing an- 
ſwer. His own heart-acquaintance therewith, wil] 
be ſeen from the ſubſequent account of his expe. 
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rience, The light which he had into the nature, 
and his fervent manner of enforcing the neceſlity 
of Chriſtian Holineſs, was one great means of en- 
kindling, in the hearts of mavy, that love to God 
and man, which has ſince his death increaſed 
abundantly, and {till burns (O may it ever burn! 
amongſt us. Only ſuch as were experimental 
wirneſſes of it, can rightly conceive the abilities 
with which God endowed him for this part of his 
work: and the manner in which he 


With ſtrength and utterance from above 
Urg'd on the ſaints through grace forgiv'n, 
To ſcale the mount of holieſt love, 
To ſeize the brighteſt throne in heav'n! 


In all his diſcourſes on the ſubject, he as much 
as might be, avoided /zs own words, both in ex- 
plaining, and enforcing its nature, extent, and the 
means of attaining thereto. He did it in the words 
which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, explaining thole 
ſpiritual things, with ſpiritual words. 

He had not, it muſt be acknowledged, at leaſt 
he made but little uſe of the Art of preaching : 
not indeed that he was ignorant of ſuch Rules as 
Orators lay down for public diſcourſes. His 
knowledge both of Logic and Rhetoric was far 
from being inconſiderable. He both read, and in 


ſome good degree, dtgeited the principles of both, 


But the eagerneſs with which he procecded in his 
work; and the rapid flow of his ſoul, {ending 
forth its good matter, not like the diſtilling of 
a water-pot, but as a plentiful ſhower from the 
heavens watering deep and wide all around, did 
not ſuffer him to attend, with exactnetrs, to ſuch 
niceties in compoſition, or delivery : nay, even 
prevented that moderation, as to the length and 
manner of delivering his diſcourſes, which would 
have been much more ealy to himſelf, and to his 


audicnce, 
Yet 
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Yet afterwards, when the repeated advice of his 
friends, and the neceſſity of his conſtitution, obli- 

ed him to a more deliberate manner, ſome aſcribed 
it to his want of power, Such 1s the folly of many 
in their ſentiments with regard to this particular, 
How common is it to imagine, That the preſence 
and power of the Spirit of God, and that influence 
by which fouls are awakened, jultihed, or built 
up in holineſs, depends upon the loudnels of the 
Preacher's voice, the iwiftneis of his expreſſion, 
and the like; in other words, upon the ſtrength 
of a men's lungs, and it may be, in the aſſurance 
of his gefture and utterance, As though noiſe, 
and animal actlvity ſhould be dignified with the 
names of Spirit and Power, and the want of them 
aſcribed to Dryneſs, Deadneſs and Formality! 
Strictly ſpeaking there is no necef/ary divine power 
in any man's manner of ſpeaking, whether loud or 
tow, ſwift or ſoft. I i the Shirit that qguickeneth, 
and as he plealeth; and it may be gueſtioned, 
whether effefts that have been ſometimes pro- 
duced, by a loud, vehement, and over-bearing 
manner of ſpeaking, were not in à great meaſure 
merely animal, if not ſometimes of Satan him- 
ſelf, to caſt an odium upon the work of Cod. 

There may be often a ſtrong wind, an carth- 
quake, and fire; but the Lord is in the fie! ſmall 
voice, 4 Kings xix. 11,12, His word, it is true, is 
a ſword, and a hammer, which wounds and 
breaks human hearts in pieces; and by how much 
any one's manner of e 4 pap contributes towards 
the ſo doing, io far it is to be commended, But 
conſidered independently of this (which is too 
often the cafe) the loudnets of a man's veice is in 
reality no bettter than the blowing of a trumpet, 
or the ſound of a drum. Not oy might, or by 
power, bet by my Spirit fait the Lord of Hoſts, 

His ſermons were feldom leſs than an hour 
long, and yet, had in them ſuch an agreeable va- 
ricty, that they were rarely tedious, vnlefs to ſuch 
as wanted a Tavour for the things of God. 
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He was always at the concluſion, in a bath of 
ſweat. And the place of preaching, being often 
at {ſome diſtance 54 his lodging, his ſuddenly 
growing cold again, was one reaſon of the fevers 
which he had from time to time, during his whole 
life of public labour, , 

He oftenced reſolved before he began to preach, 
to reſtrain the rapidity of his ſpirit; but in 
vain: „The iword as he once ſaid to me, when 
ſpeaking to him on that head) being too keen for 
the ſcabbard.“ The fervor of his foul: broke 
through all his reſolutions, rejoicing to ipend, and 
to be ſpent for the Lord Jetus; but at the fame 
time, cutting away the ſprings of his animal life, 
which although at the time, he had no apprehen- 


fion of it, yet he felt it immediately afterwards. 

With regard to the manner of his preparing for 
ſermons, he leemed to keep hetween the two en- 
tremes, of an enthuſiaſtic diſregard. to all actual 
preparation on the one hand; and a merely dre 
ſcholaſtic compoſition on the other. To have no 
regard to the matter, and manner of his diſcourſes 
before hand, under the pretence of dependence 
upon Heaven, for immediate influence and uttcr- 
ance, he judged to be rank enthuſiaſm: and often. 
a cloke for a lazy, indolence of ſpirit; on account 
of which, nonſenſe has been too often dignified 
with the ſacred names of Ini ration and Power, 
And yet, or the other hand, he Judged it alike 
culpable, to truſt to mere dry human {Kill, in fix- 
ing upon heads, and taking ſuch meaſures, as to 
preach often only ones ſelf, independent as it 
were, of the quickening, enlightening preſence of 
the Holy Ghoſt, without which all preaching and 
all hearing, are equally vain. 

He prayed and ſtudied, and ſtudied and prayed 
again, going always, (unleſs necellity prevented) 
from his clolet, and off his knees, into the pulpit. 


BY eng 
But when he came there, he gave himſell up 


wholly into the hands of God, to be uſed by him, 


in all reſpects, as might be moſt for his glory. 


And 
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And it was wonderful to Tee the good effects which 
were produced at thoſe times, by the words of 
God flowing from his ps, and entering into the 
heart: without, indeed, the ent of ſtudied 
0 oquene e, but in their native mazel Ly and e 

lic ty; ſuch as they are in themleives, and as he 
himſelf reliſhed them, One circumſtance relating 
to his manner, was, that he almoſt always begun, 
and in ceneral concluded his ſermons with a text 
of Scripture ; but ſo judicioufly choſen, as feldor 
fal ied ! LO ouch the heart, and ft cquently to ca x 
light on the w hole lubject. 

"Oi e might cally gath er from his way of preac! le 
Ng, Ne * fe -n{hble he was cf a mt: ke in Many 
Pr , who content themſelves, fuppoſing there 
emonſtration in their ſermons; whereas 
11 there be nothing more than this, it may 
indeed with truth be fo far ſaid of the 
Preacher, the 10 preache/i well; but what then ? 
Who arc quic! kened in their purluit, of God and 
heaven? Who hates his ſins ” Or who loves God 
the more for vour diſcousle % Now where theſe 
are not to be found, may rota finner as well be 
hearkening to a Mathematictan dem 0 pes 
Euctid's Elements, as to a Preacher proving a Point 
of Chriſtianity? 

It was ſar from ſatisfying him that his ſ-rmons 
had in them {ufficient Demonſtration, But till 
retaining in mind, What is the true ena of rreach- 
ing, namely, t the bre inging ſouls acqu: ed ith, 
and building them up in God; he rate od. his? ſers 
mons according! 18 and for the more eſfectual 
promotign of this, he ſtudied to be well ac quainted 

vith all he motions cf the human heart, 3 
his diſcourſes there continus ty : laying hold, 
it were, of its very inmoſt thoughts, and with he 
inner's own weapons, flayins the enemies of his 


1 


ſalvation. He applied to the conſcience at every 
turn; and after having at any time demonftrated 
a peculiarly inte zreſting truth, of a general nature 

be alv "ays teck care to Make it a perſonal thing, 
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by queſttoning the heart of every one concerning 
their part therein, He frequently introduced, by 
way of compariſon, many of the incidental occur- 
rences in life, things reſpecting callings, families, 
and a thouſand little matters, by which the great 
concerns of the ſoul, and another world, entered 
more deeply and ſenſibly into the minds of the 
common people. I have heard a woman of known 
integrity fay, that intending one evening to have 
His judgment, after preaching, on ſeveral parti— 
culars, which were a weight to her mind; he ſo 
anticipated every objection, and anſwered them 
in his ſermon. that ſhe needed no farther enquiry, 

It was very ulual with him in his ſermons, to 
propoſe and anſwer divers caſes of conſcience, 
which was often an inexpreſſible ſatisfaction to 
many. In delcribing of vices (for which he was 
eminently remarkable) he did not ſo much dwell 
upon the vice itſelf abſtractedly, as to ſhew the per- 
ſons to themſelves, who were guilty thereof; and 
repreſent he unavoidable danger of ſuch as lived 
and died therein. It was not ſo much Pride, 
Envy, Anger, Luji, Drunkenneſs, Swearing and the 
like, which he painted in their deteſtable nature, 
but his driſt was to deſcribe the Proud, the Envious, 
the Angry, and the Luftful man: to alarm the 
drunkarc, and the {wearer, &c. as with the voice 
of thunder, to eſcape for their lives. The molt 
guilty perſon can fit and hear his vice deſcribed 
with compolurc enough ; but the conſcience of a 
finner cannot ſo eaſily eſcape when the Preacher 
ſpeaking as it were to one perſon, (though without 
particularizing any) charges it home, Thou art the 
man. It was in this way that his ſermohs were 
by the grace of God, cffectual to the awakening 
and converting of ſo many, 

His whole life being one ſeries of holy living, 
preſerved his heart, like an everflowing foun- 
tain, which on every occaſion poured forth its 
fruitful ſtreams of holy doGrine, and perſuaſive 
exbortation, It was caſy enough to diſcern, that 

| lis 
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he felt the things he delivered. Ile gave himſelf 
wholly to this one thing; and, wh ich was the 
crowning glory of all, was himſelf a pattern of the 
truths hc taught, 

Indecd this was firſt and laſt, his main concern, 
that while he miniſtred to the wants of 7 be 
might not ſuſt ain loſs in his own foul. It is a fear- 
fal "caſe for a Preacher, to be only I1ke 2 125 nel in 
a garden, th rough W hich the vw ate: runs to coul 
and moiſten the herbs and flowers, but not for its 
own ute, This indeed is never the intention of 
Goch concerning his Deny ants ; but men bring it 
upon themſelves through the abuſe of his favours 
In this caſe, alas. more "Frequently than is com 
monly imagined, What 15 it but to bul! Id a e 
to Others, upon the ruins of one's own houle, 
while after preaching to others, thou ty felf af be- 
come a caftawa 


CGH AT IA. 
Of his frequent Sickneſs, the Exerciſes of his Mind 


therein, and the ſinprovement which he made 

thereof, . : 

L IS original conſtitution was ſtrong, and ſuch 

as, humanly ſpeaking, indicated health and 
long life. And the natural temperature of his 
body, ſeemed well calculated both for the ſervice 
Of God, and his neighbour, 

But if his bones had b been braſs, and his fleſh 
Iron, they muſt have yielded to the violence 
which his labours oflered to his conſtitution. He 
enjoyed good health till about the nincteenth year 
of his age, which was the year of his converſonto 
God. But from the twentieth to the twenty: eig! mth, 
his life may be ſaid, to be no other than a linge ring 
death; as he never was a whole day free from pain 
or weakneſs, 
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A flow fever, and pain at his ſtomach were ſor 
the moſt part, his companions, day and night, 
And the manner of his preaching. intenfe ittudy, 
little reſt, and frequent outward fatigues, brought 
him in a ſhort time to ſuch a habit of body, as me- 
dicines were never after able to remove, The 
fervor of bis ſpirit in the cauſe of God, and the 
deep concern which he continually felt for the 
ſalvation of ſinners, prevailed over all that pru- 
dence could dictate, 

Indeed it is ſurprizing, that conſidering his 
weakneſs and habitual diſorders, he could go 
through ſuch daily and nightly labours: nor can 
it be accounted for otherwiſe, than that the {ſtrength 
of God was made perfect in his weakneſs, «© Some- 
times (ſaid he) when I begin the lobour of love, I 
am hardly able, either to walk or {pcak ; but after 
I have laboured a while, I find new ſtrength, and 
am even better than when I began !” 

As to the uſe made of his illneſſes, it will be 
beſt gathered from his own words, "They are re- 
lated in the order of time in which they occured, 

6 Tueſday, Jan. 18, 1751, I preached on Matt, 
v. 3, but could not finiſh, being ſeized with an 
ague. Immediately I went to bed. I could reſt 
in the Will of God, being perſuadedit was for the 
better. True it is, that afflictions are not joyous, 
but grievous while they laſt, though afterwards 
they yield the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, 
How great, O my God, arethy tender mercies to- 
wards me! If I had a thouſand tongues, I couid 
not praiſe my God as he deſerves. He remembers 
me in the time of my trouble, and leaves not my 
ſoul comfortleſs. Lord, there is nothing good in 
me, that thou ſhouldeſt ſo remember me. All 1s 
of thy free grace. O the raviſhing joy that ſeizes 
my heart, in meditating on the dying love of my 
Saviour! It raiſes me above all human things, and 
2 my ſoul deep into the myſteries of godli- 
NC, 


Yet 
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Yet two things he then eſpecially remarked, 
1ſt. How ſad an affair it is to leave the work of 
ſalvation to a time of hcknels, Experience has 
ſtrongly taught me, that if my peace was not made 
before ſuch an atiliction (referring to a violent 
Fever, after which he wrote theſe words) as this 
was, it would never have been made; rather Diſ- 
traction would take up the time ; and not Re- 
pentance. Look, O Jelus upon thole who are put» 
ting the evil day afar off,” : 

2dly, That before each of. his illneſſes, he had 
had remarkable diſplays of the Divine goodnels, 
Thus he lays, *I cannot but remark the exceedin 
go50dacls of God, for before my 1llnettes for ſome 
years paſt, he always gives me a clear manife{- 
tation of his love.“ 

The following account of himſclf was after a 
fever, which laſted nine and twenty days, at 
Tirrelsþaſs, in Ireland. 

1. had no joy for twenty days. The ſeverity 
of my ſicknels and pain, preſſed down my ſoul, 
Neither divine light nor love ſhone into m 
heart; yet I prayed often with freedom and fer- 
vor. 

2, * I had no ſtrong temptations; no fear of 
death, or hell; neither had I any deſire to die. 
On the thirtcenth day, I had an aſſurance, that I 
ſhould not die in 7irrelspaſs, My greateſt uncaſi- 
nels aroſe from the place where I lay, which was 
a narrow room, with a ſhop adjoining, where was 
hurry and noe almoſt continually, This circum- 
{lance often became a N rg to impatience. 
But I cried unto the Lord, and be made every 
thing more caſy to me every day, 

3. About the twentieth day, my ſoul and bod 
much revived, I could, after a night of affliction, 
rejoice in God, I experienced much of the love 
of Chriſt, But yet 1 felt the Old Man. Alas! 


what an evil heart have 11 How hard it is to hums, 


ble me, and wean my deſires from earth? Lord, 
thou knoweſt my heart and reins, And is it not 


my 
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mv deſire to love thee with all my ſoul, and ſerv, 
thee with all my ſtrength ? 


ce Is there a thing beneath the ſun 
That ſtrives with thee my heart to ſhare ? 

Ah. tear it thence, and reign alone 
The Lord of every motion there ! 


15 


34. On the twenty-ſisth day, early in the 
morning, the gracious. Lord repleniſhed my ſoul 
witit his love, He poured out his Spirit upon mCcs 
The intercoeurſs wasonen between Heaven and my 
foul. TI loved. and could pray for all the world, as 
for myſelf, O how does Chriit enlarge the heart! 
W hat flames of Divine charity Joe: S he kwmdle 

zer. e! Lhe twenty-{eventh day J had ſuch a ente 
3 the mercy of Go@T as quite overcame my loul, 


, $ »% y AW „ ſrrüggie 
In the evening howeve 1 fe it a fever ſtraggle 


8 DIES 4 mii Tow 1 1 — "$8, 
Hitt t ! 11 3410 Slirit HOON let mt h: At at bert. 


& Lord. ſince it hath pleaſed thee, to ſpare me 
a little longer, make my life uſeſul. Let me 
be wholly given up to thee, and thy ſerviee, 
that I ma glorify thee, in all things, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, my dearcit Lord and Savior, 
Amen. - 

It is eaſy to diſcern, as through the general tenor 
of his 1; fe, ſo e {[p2C!; ill y int] hoſe times Of ückne , 
that his main concern reinetted the (tate of his 
heart God- ward. He carefully attended to all 
motious, aud reg zarded its every alteration; and he 
A5 fre "CLY OWNne vi w:iatcver he found 4 m Ia, as he 

thankfully acknowledged the goulncis of GO iv- 
wards him. 

Times of {ickneſs are always intended of God, 
to be times of much bleffing, We want often 
what fickneis ainong other things implies, that 15, 
nevefiary retirement; WRICA-g1VCS.US/O,)portyunity 

of calling to reme! nbrance, a ind as it ware recapi- 
tulsting var whole life. In the hurry of company 


aud employee ents, it is an ca! V matter to miltake 
cen 
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even ſlavery for freedom, to overlook our follies, 
and miſcall our vices; but 


A ck bed is a Doctor of the heart. 


Then, if ever, perſons are obliged to attend to deli- 
berate reflection, the want of which is one great 
cauſe of the folly and extravagance of mankind, 
we know not, becauſe we do not confider, And how 
dreadful muſt the ſtate of that perſon be, who ſuf- 
fers the crowd of affairs, the noiſe of his paſſions, 
and the deluſions of the world, to hinder him from 
thinking of his preſent real condition and latter 
end, Alas! 


« Flow mult a ſpirit, late eſcap'd from carth, 
The truth of things new blazing in its eye, 

Look back, aſtoniſh'd, on the ways of men, 

M hoſe lives, whole drift is co forget their graves,” 


Nothing can be more proper for a perſon who 
walks upon the borders ot eternity, than frequently 
to relinquiſh the hurry of bultinels, in order deeply 
to conſider, and adjult the things that belong to his 
peace, And in order to this, how true is it, that 
to a mind intent upon its own improvement, ſoli— 
tude, whether of hcknels, or voluntarily choſen, 
has charms incomparably more engaging, than the 
Entertaininents preſented in the Theatre, or the 
Houours conterred in the Drawing-room, 

Times of ficknels are likewiſe often times of 
ſore temptation. The enemy taking advantage of 
the weakened powers of the mind, endeavours to 
ſerve himicif in our low eſtate ; at leuſt to perplex, 
if he can do nothing worle, Then, if ever, docs he 
caſt in his fiery darts, and afk, [here is now thy God g 
And fo this Servant of Goa found it in a meaſure, 
with reſpect to both the bleſſings, and the trials of 
ſicknels, What follows may be conſidered as an 
initance, 
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& Limerick, October 23, 1755, I was ſcized 


with a fever, which confined me to my room till 
Friday, November 7, and ſhall remark the follow-— 
ing particulars : 

« 1ſt. IJ examined myſelf what might be the 
cauſe of this illneſs; but could not diſcern any 
thing in particular, I ſaw indeed that many of my 
tempers, words and actions were not truly holy, 
1 was aſhamed of my beſt performances. I 
ſa'v my beſt living as a mere blot : yet the 
guilt of no particular fin lay upon my conſci— 
EnCce. 

« 2dly, I was more ſubje& to temptation in this 
ſickneſs than uſual : not indeed to repine at my 
illneſs: but ! had ſpiritual conflicts, wreſtlings 
againſt Princ:palitics and Powers, againjt the Rulers 
of the Darkneſs of this World ; againſt wicked 
Spirits in high Places, The third day, which was 
Thurſday, October 30, I had the ſoreſt conflict 
that ever I felt. I was ſuddenly ſcized in body, 
and amazed in mind. I thought every moment 
would have been my laſt, I had a vehement 
thirſt. My tongue was dry and turgid. And my 
ſoul was in an agony, I was overwhelmed with 
fear, ſorrow, and ſore affliction. 

« All the fins of my life paſſed before me, but 
eſpecially thoſe which were fince I preached the 
Goſpel. I ſaw, and felt myſelf hell-deſerving; 
that I was nothing, nd could do no good work 
before God. I was really poor, in ſuch a degree 
as I never felt before, I was ſtript, humbled, 
emptied, laid open, confounded and afraid of 
God's judgments ; though not afraid of the Devil 
or Hell, Nay, I all the while knew I had re- 


demption in the blood of Jeſus, and that all my fins 
were forgiven. Who can underſtand ? Only ſuch 
as have felt the ſame.” 

The life of this Servant of God was, from the 
timeof his converhon, remarkably fair, without ble- 
miſh, and was one ſerics of endeavour to pleaſe his 


God 
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Cod alone. Vet now, when God. for wiſe ends, 
had let him ſee what he had been in himſelf, lay— 
ing Judgment to the line, and Righteouſneſs to the 
lummet, how inſupportable was the fight ! 

„ godly, In the midit of my troubles, I had li- 
berty in prayer, My underſtanding and memory 
remained with me, and abundance of fyiritual 
matters were ſuggeſted to my mind, Even paſſages 
of Scripture, that I never uſed before, were 
brought to me in prayer. I was alarmed in every 
part, and cried mightily to God, I cried to all 
about me to pray for me. Surely they ſaw the 
bitterneſs of my foul. May God remember them 
for good! who then ſympathized with me in my 
trouble, 

« qthly, It left me gradually, and without any 
ſenſible joy, Peace and confidence aroſe by do- 
2 in my ſpirit, The extremity of the com- 


at laſted about a garter of an hour, It juſt then 


occurred to me, that ſome days before, I heard 
Jeſus, as it were, ſpeak and ſay to me, Satan hath 
defired to have thee, that he may jſt thee as wheat ; 
but I have prayed for thee, that thy Faith may not 
fail, And now I fully underſtood it, 

„ =thly, I felt, (and might it not be the deſign 


of God in the whole ?) that the Name of Jeſus. 


alone could avail to bring me to God, 1 had ſuch 
a deep ſenſe of this, as I never had before. I had 
beſides, extraordinary evidence of the eternal 
Power and Godhead of Chriſt Jeſus. In all my 
illneſſes this truth has been wonderfully revealed to 
me, both by the external evidence of holy Writ, 
and the internal evidenee. of the holy Spirit. 
None of the prayers which I made uſe of, ſo 
foiled and drove away Satan, as Jeſus, Son of the 
Iiving God, have mercy upon, and ſave me from 
this hour,” Likewiſe the fifty-third of Iſaiah, the 
twenty-third of Jeremiah, and the fixtcenth of St. 
Matthew, with much of the Revelation, came into 
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my mind: and my prayers were made up chiefly 
of paſſages from thele places. I cried out, when 
I thought I ſhould ſpeak no more, and ſaid, Lord, 
I have truſted in thee, and I belicve thou wilt raiſc 
me up at the laſt day, 

I had at the ſame time, moſt carneft deſires to 

be made holy, I faw more clearly than ever the 
nature and neceſſity of Perfect 3 and was 
fully perſuaded of the neceſſity of preaching 
Chriſtian Perfection, and of declaring, that all is 
of Grace, 
„ 6thly, For four or five days, after it was over, 
I had much of the preſence of God, and of 
Chriſt. Many Scripture Truths were revealed to 
me, and ſtrong aflurances, that God would ſpare 
me a little longer, to preach His Goſpel to 
the ignorant, and them that are out of the 
way, and to help forward the Faith of his 
children. X 

« 1 write this account November 8, 1755, 
being pretty free from bodily pain, at peace with 
God, and all mankind, and determined to live 
wholly to the glory of God; to be a Servant of all, 
giving my lite, time, and ſtrength, with every 
ether talent entruſted to me, to God, and the 
Church, which my dear Jeſus purchaſed with his 
Blood. To him, with the Almighty Father, and 
Eternal Spirit, be aſcribed the Kingdom, Power, 
and Glory, for ever, and to Eternity.” 

The very day on which he wrote theſe reflections, 


and the firſt of his going out, after this illneſs, it 
being a day appointed tor Faſting and Prayer, to 


avert the Judgment of God, which feemed im- 
ending over theſe nations; he was taken in a 
chair to the Preaching-houſe, and preached ſor a 


full hour, „having (as he expreſſes it) a deep ſenſe 
.of the Majeſty of God, and joyful confidence, 


that he would defend the zeal Iſraclites from the 
impending evil.“ 


The 
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The frequent experience which he had of re. 
markable eſcapes from diſorders, which threatened 
him with a ſudden removal hence, and theſe in 
times of preaching eſpecially, made it a frequent 
expreſhon with him, When I am weak, then I 
am ſtrong.” 

© When one knows (ſaid he, on another of theſe 
occaſions that God is for him, that he has redemp- 
tion in the blood of Chriſt, then whetherhe be rich, 
or poor, in ſickneſs or in health, he is happy, and 
can rejoice. Have I recovered wy {trength ? And 
anl treely forgiven my former trelpailes ? Docs 
the Spirit of God dwell in my heart? And can 1 
by Faith bchold a reconciled God? Well, then 
welcome ſickneſs, contempt, poverty, and death, 
Lf I meet with worldly troubles, 'tis to make my 
crown the brighter, If I ſutter for Chriſt's ſake, 
happy am I. If I bear the Crols, I ſhail wear 
the Crown. Is my body cold ?. I am warmed with 
the flames of ſacred Love; naked ? I have a co- 
vering of wrought gold, the Rightcoulneſs of my 
Saviour! Hungry ? I have meat to cat the world 
knoweth not of, the hidden Manna, the Bread of 
Life, Let me ſuffer then with Chriſt. Men may 
kill my body; but it would. only ſend me ſoonerto 
Heaven.“ 

The following inſtance, the laſt I ſhall mention 
on this head, is the rather inſerted, becauſe in it 
may be {cen a true picture of the Man, from the 
pourings out of his own heart, It was at Brijio!, 
after recovering from a dangerous fever.. 

For three days laſt paſt. I had much converſe 
with God, and vehement defres to live wholly to 
his glory, I have enquired into the reaſon of 
this affliction, and think, God did it to humble 
me, that I might not be pufled up with the praiſes 
of the people. They cannot indeed too muse ad- 
mire the truths of God, nor be too-thank 0 
him for them. But the danger was, leſt I ho 14 
tink myleif ſomebody : yet I cannot lay tomy 
own charge the defire of applauſe, neither did. 


13 I find 
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I find it lift me up: on the contrary, it often 
made me aſhamed, knowing my own. vilenels, 
and how little J either ſuffered or did for God. 

And truly I was never more ſenſible of my 
unprofitablenels, than I am at this hour, I bluſh 
to fee and hear how others live, and have lived; 
and at how low a rate I yet live, But above all, 
when I conſider the Lite of the Holy Jelus, O 
how far ſhort do I come! I am not entirely dead 
to myſelf. I am not altogether free from afte&tion 
to creatures, I cannot rejoice equally to ſuffer, 
as to be comforted. I ſpeak words I ought 
not. I ſpend ſome minutes unprofitably. In 
ſhort, I do not love God, or my Neighbour as I 
ought, 

O, was it not for Free Grace, and the Blood 
of Sprinkling, where ſhould I appear! But thou 
knoweſt my deſire. Thou knoweſt, there has 
never been a Saint upon earth whom I do not de- 
fire to reſemble, in doing and ſuffering thy whole 
will. I would walk with thee, my God, as Enoch 
did. I would fo:low thee to a land unknown, as 
Abraham did. I would renounce all for thec, 23 
did Moes and Paul. I would, as did Stephen, ſeal 
thy Truth with my Blood ! 

«1s not this the deſire of my ſoul, O my Sa- 
viour ? O, give me power; give grace and con- 
ſtancy, For unleſs thou helpeſt, all my longings 
and praying will prove fruitleſs, But if thou wa- 
tereſt theſe plants, of thine own planting, this 
grain ſhall become a great tree, and my ſoul ſhall 
be {wallowed up in thee my Lord God! 

6 Jeſus was my comfort, and my joy, my life, 
and my ſtrength, O, if I had not [eſus for my 
help, I ſhould be miſerable. But ſince I have 
thee, my Lord, I am happy in thele my afflictions. 
The lovely ſmiles of {<4 countenance, which 


ſhine with glory, revive and raiſe me, O, Divine 
Love! What haſt thou done for me a poor ſinner ! 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all his 
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« O that my ſoul was looſened from this body, 
that I might aſcend the holy hill of the Lord! 
My Jeſus, when ſhall I behold thee face to face! 
O that this ſeparate wall was broken down, this 
partition taken away, and that I could even now 
enter into the celeſtial courts, there to {ing ever- 
laſting hallelujahs to my Lord, God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, Amen!“ 


C. 
Of hs Temptations, Confliftr, and various Exerciſes 
of Soul, 


ONCERNING the variety of inward exer- 
8 ciſes and conflicts, which he went through 
from firſt to laſt, he often took notice that they 
were greateſt on the Lord's Day; and ſays, 
„ Lord, I am more afflicted on thy day, than on 
any other. Thou knowelt the cauſe. If it be 
the enemy that afflicts me, do thou rebuke him: 
let him have no power over my body or ſoul, 
And O give me thy mcek, and long-ſuffering 


mind, to bear whatſoever burden thou permitteit 


to come upon me.“ 

He obſerves likewiſe, When I have moſt life 
and power in preaching, then the Devil and Sin 
muſter all their force, and thiuſt ſore at me. 
But hitherto God has preſerved me, both from 
the great offence, and from miſery and dejettion,”” 

The inſtances of the reſiſtence he found in the 
times of preaching, from inviſible powers, were 
highly remarkable. And are perhaps beſt ac- 
counted for from 2 Cor. xit. 7. He has ſometimeg 
ſtarted in amaze, at horrible injections, concernin 
God, or Chriſt, or ſome fundamental Article of 
the Chriſtian Religion; even hen, while he has 
been powerfully aſſerting, proving, and enforcin 
it. I have often heard him fay, that there was 
nat a ſingle divine Truth, in which he was then 


cilabliſhed, 


3 
vs 
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| eſtabliſhed, for which he had not fought, re\ſiing = + 
| 25 it were unto blood, For he would take nothing 4 


upon truſt; nor lee with the eyes of others. Ilie 
derived his ſentiments from the fountain-head, 
His beſt things came from God in the way of 
tabour and ſtriving, 

He has been ſometimes deprived of the uſe of 
ſome of his ſenſes, during the very time of 

reaching : once in particular, May 1751. In the 
miaſt of his diſcourſe, he, in an inſtant, loſt his 
eye-ſight, and fell back in the pulpit, yet retaining, 
during the whole time, the perfect uſe of his un- 
derſtanding: he however, ſoon recovercd, and 
finiſhed the ſermon, He believed, and was not 
confounded. 

« I know the devil hates me,” was a frequent 
ſaying with him on theſe occaſions : and often | 
when be has been diſturbed in the filence of the | 
night, in ways more than natural'; well Knowing 
the cauſe, he has, with much cor:fidence, in 
the name of Jeſus commanded the adverſary 
to be gone; and found it always according to his : 
faith. 

Riding one day with a friend, and talking as 
he was wont, of the goodneſs of God, and of the 
= confidence which he tound in him, that ke would 
= reſerve him unto everlaſting life. „ Juſt 
3 Nen, ſaid he, my horſe; on a plain place, threw 
mae over his head. As I came to the ground, it 
_-_ 1 was, as it were, ſounded in my ears, „Will you 
WORE truſt God now? Yes, I ſaid, for ever ! Through 
* the mercy of the Lord I was not hurt, I ſaw an 
enemy had done it. I was thankful, and fett no 
A contrary cmotion in my heart,” 

. One particular which ought perhaps to be re- 
duced to this head, and which to ſome, no doubt, 
will appear ſingular, was a irequent, painful, ap- 

prehen ion, which he had of dying. The thouglit 

of diſſolution had always in it, ſomething terrible 

to his nature. And what renders it the more ob- 

ſervable is, That it was ſo, even at thoſe times, 

"4 when 
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* * 
* 


* 30 . 
- :; 


or THOMAS WALSH, 103 


when he could truly triumph in Chriſt, knowing in 
whom he had believed, and that he ſhould be with 
him for ever. Of this we have the following ac- 
count from himſelf. 

Sat. Decem. 1, 1753- After preaching I ſtu- 
died cloſely till ten. 1 found infinite {ſweetneſs 
in God: and much power breathed into my foul 
after all the mind of Chriſt. At Py I am 
tempted chiefly with the fear of death, 1 believe 
my pardon is {caled by the Blood of the Covenant» 
L have no fear of hell. And yet I am ſorely ap- 

rehenſive of death.” Again, 

% Monday 22, I was this day, as I have been 
frequently of late, much perplexed at the thought 
of dying, I believe my Redcemer liveth, and 
that I have an intereſt in his blood, and yet, not- 
withſtanding, I am ſore amazed at the thought of 
diflolution.*? 

To a perſon indeed at reſt in his poſſeſſions ; 
Ecclef. xli. 1. One to whom this world is all, 
and in whom gaiety well nigh forgets it is to 
die; it is not to be wondered at that death ſhould 
be terrible. 

Nay, that ſuch as fear God, yet have not the 
faith which is the victory, ſhould ſhudder at 
the thought of death, is not ſo much to be won- 
dered at. But that true believers, in whom are 
found both the witneſs and the fruits of the 
Spirit, ſhould have any uneaſy apprehenſions of 
putting off this tabernacle ; is not a thing ſo eaſily 
accounted for, on the Maxims of the Goſpel. 

But may not the uncomfortable apprehenſions 
which he ſometimes felt, even till near his end, 
in regard of dying, be aſcribed, chiefly, to the un- 
uſual permiſſion of God to Satan, to exerciſe him 
in this manner ? 

I ſhall conclude this chapter with a few other 
rs relating to this head of trials, taken 

rom his own is 

„This day I was ſorely tempted. Satan threw 
many of his feery darts at me. I never be fore felt 
fuch 


only a few tcars. 
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ſuch agony in reſiſting blaſphemous thoughts, J 
cricd unto the Lord, and he delivered me! 

„In the evening (not of the ſame day) I was in 
great diſtreſs, My ſoul was much weighed down, 
I felt grievous horror in my ſpirit, and yet I wes 
ie{olved, although the Lord ſhould {lay me, to 
truſt in him, In the very hour that I came to 
this reſolution, my burden was removed, 

„This day, (April 1754) I had converſation 
with ſome chriſtian friends, concerning temp- 
tations, and the general experience of the ſaints, 
And however Satan may be permitted to trouble 
their body or foul, I always believed that God 
doth not hide his face, unleſs to puniſh us for 
commithon of fin, or omiſſion 8 And 
the more I meditate upon this ſubject, the 
more abundantly I am confirmed in my judgment, 

„0 had moſt ſevere temptations this — Sore 
conflicts with the devil.“ Again, 

« Thurſday 21, I had a moſt miſerable night. 
Sometime after I went to bed, I was ſorely aſ- 
faulted of the devil. I attempted to compoſe my- 
ſelf, but alas, could not. I was ſuddenly ſeized 
with a weaknefs, and cold ſweat. My heart failed 
me. My ſoul was afflicted; my ſpirit was grieved, 
and fore vexed. The cye of my faith was 


darkened : the ſenſe of God's love wi rh and 


the Lord ſeemed revealed towards 


the anger 
ſee nothing but thick darkneſs, and 


me. I coul 


hear nothing but thunderings from Sinai / It 


ſeemed to me, as if there was a ſtruggle be- 
wween Juſt:ce and Mercy concerning me. But al- 
though I was in ſuch confuſion and perplexity, I 
ſaw that Mercy got the victory, and triumphed 
over Judgment, 

„% My ſtrength ſo failed me, that it ſeemed 2s 
though I had not an hour to live. I roſe however, 
and dreſſed myſelf; but could ſcarcely pray one 
word. I cried Mercy! Mercy! Mercy! J 
ſtretched myſelf _ tne floor, and could weep 

had gone through ſore trouble 
CEA | 


and 
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and darkneſs before this time : but ſuch a nightag 
this, I never had before (and O my God, may I 
never ſee ſuch another.) After being for ſome 
time on the floor, I got up and walked a little 
about the room; and then threw myſelf upon my 
® Kknces, Being a little revived, I went to bed 
again. During the little while I flept, I had be- 
fore me the cauſe of my trouble, I ſoon got up, 
and my head was now as water, and my cyes a 
fountain of tcars, 

| « My confidence returned, ſo that I could look 
4 up, and believe that the Lord was mine, I went 
. and preached on Zach. iv. 7. Who art thou, O 
great Mountain? before Zerubbabel thou ſhalt be- 
come a plain, and he ſhall bring forth the head- 
ſtone thereof with ſhoytings, crying, Grace, Grace 
unto it.“ And my ſoul was humbled to the duſt, 
My praying and preaching was from my ve 
heart. Let it be for ever remembered, to the ho- 
nour of the Great God, and my Saviour Chriſt, 
that I was not ſuffered to be long in this con- 
dition. In about half an hour, I received ſome 
* confidence, and in the morning my faith was 
increaled, 

« Let it be alſo remarked, that the Scripture 
Promiſes were of great comfort to me, particularly 
1 John ii. 2, 3. And likewiſe the words of our 
Lord to Peter, Luke xvii. 3, 4, for I was ſure he 
would be a great deal more merciful than what he 
even required of Peter. Moreover, I opened my 
Bible on theſe words, Ifa. Ix; 19. 20, Which were 

fpplicd with power to my foul; as was alſo, Job 
X1. 13. 19. Glory, Honour, Praiſe, Worſhip, and 
Dominion be aſcribed unto thee, O Lord! Ye An- 
gels of God, bleſs him on my behalf! Let all in 
heaven and all in earth join to worſhip the Triune 
God, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt!” The fol- | 
lowing was ſome time after. q 
©« Tueſday 21, I had a ſorrowful morning. 
My ſoul was in heavineſs through manifold temp- 
tations, The enemy came upon me in my leep, 
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and grieved my ſoul, Although I had joy at 


night, yet ſorrow attended me in the morning, 
I had intended to have preached on the Beatitudes ; 
but finding myſelf full of troubles and temptations, 
I changed my purpoſe, and preached from Heb, 
iv. 14—16, O my God, muſt I periſh? Halt 
thou brought me thus far, and ſhall I be caſt off? 
O, forbid it Saviour, Forſake not the work of 
thine own hands. Come and deſtroy the works of 
the Devil! My God, my Cod, do not forſake me. 
Thou knoweſt that ſin is hateful to me. Have I not 
a love to Righteouſneſs? Do not my ſoul and 
fAlcſh cry out tor the living God? Am I not willing 
to go even through the fire, rather than offend 
thee? Why then ſhould the enemy prevail 
againſt me ? 5 

« Jeſus, haſt thou not bought my ſoul ? Am not 
I thine ? O that my head were waters, O that 1 
could weep tears of blood: Lord God let not thy 
loving kindneſs depart from me. Where art thou 
Jeſus, thou Son of God! My great High-prieſt, 
where is ty atoning Blood ? Where is he that was 
tempted in all points like unto me? Is there no 
help for me in my God? Why art thou caſt down 
O my Soul? O that I could yield my laſt breath, it 
nothing elſe will endthe ſtrife 1 Oh! the languiſh- 
ments of my ſoul for an abſent God! How docs 
my ſpirit faint within me! How do I pine! O 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, ariſe upon me with healing 
in thy wings. Come Lord Jeſus, O come, and 
Jave me for thy Mercy's ſake, Where are the 
ſoundings of thy buwels ! Doſt thou not ſee my 
labouring breaſt ? Is not my pain worſe than even 
ſtrangling? Return, O Lord, fee my gaſping, long- 
ing, aching heart, Am I not an objett ot pity ? 
Have I not need of thee! Now an{wer me b 
fire ! Get thyſelf the victory! I want the Seal if 
thy Spirit, the earneſt of Heaven!“ 
Ihe Lord did hcar his rayer, I find it added 
ſoon after. O how plentifally did the Lord 


pour 
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our his love and conſolation into my ſoul. I am 
amazed t the goodneſs and long-ſuftering of God 
towards me. And 1 obſerve in general, that after 
great heavinels and conflicts, come extraordinary 
Joy and conſolation. O may 1 huſband weil this 
precious gift of God ! 


— — —— 


— 
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Of has Communion with God. 


VN DER this head, is comprehended the whole 
1 of his Conduct and Experience as a Chriſtian, 
couſidered in his private capacity. And for this 
eſpecially, we arc furniſhed with the moſt ample 
materials, both from the general tenor of his con- 
veriation, and from the memorials of himlelf, 
contained in his Diary. 
He truly lived for this One Ing, All his 
:#tions and employments had this lingle tendency; 


thereto: making his eſtimate of the good or evil 


of every intention, action, exerciſe, and under- 
1 taking, according as it tended to promote, or hin- 
5 der this heft of purſuits, and nobleit enjoyment of 
% zue human ſoul, Without regarding the incit- 


nations of Nature, he embraced or rejected every 
thing with a view altogether to the promotion of 
the holy and happy fellowſhip of his foul, with 
the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chritt. 

The ſum of Chriſtian, Scriptural Fexiection is, 
That being tfaved from all our enemies {that 15 
uns, including all wrong tempers, as well as words, 
and actions.) we love Cod with all the powers of 
the ſoul, and ferve him, with the whole capacity 
of both our ſoul and body. And whoever has at- 
tained to this, {which whoſo denics the poſhibility 
of, rejects the Word of God) is a perfect man, ac- 
cording to the Scripture; manifold infirmmes, 
, neceſſarily conuetted with a dying body notwith- 
A ſtanding. | 
| Fa Inis 


auch he conſidered every thing elſe, with reference 
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This Servant of God had his infirmities, which 
often made him weep in ſecret places, And vet, 
io powerfully did the Grace of our Lord w ork in 
him to the deſtruction of fin: and to ſuch a dc- 
gree of victory did he attain over himſelf, the 
World. and Satan. that, to many he ſeemed mos 
than human : being in tr uth a man of another world. 
in whom dwelt richly the Spirit of the living God, 

To ſuch as were witnelles of his fervent zcal, 
mighty prayer, ſteady ferionſncis, and habitual 
heave nly-mindedncls, I ſhall not We onder it all that 
follows, ſeems far ſhort of a full deſcription 01 
him. And yet, I am aware on the other hand. 
that to many others, it may all have the air of 
mere ideal flight ; to perſons, who cold themſelves, 
think ardor comes from hell. 

The deep and gefiuine acquarntance with God. to 
which he attained, was in truth beyond that w hich 
the generality of Chriſtians arrive at; although 
all arc, without doubt, equally entitled thereto. 


He truly put of the 011 Man with his deeds, and 


became renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, He fully 
experienced the Iignihcancy of thole words, Sin 
nal! not have dominion over you, And he that hath 
ſuffered in the fleſh, hath ceaſed from fin. As allo, 
ye are dead ; and he that is dead, is freed from fin. 
And from hence it was, that there appeared 
throughout his whole carriage, inch fruit unto ho- 
lincſs ; acceptable fruits of Riphte outnels, to the 
glory of God. In him might be ſeen, how great 
things God doth for his children, who ſimply 
follow him. even in this world: no leſs than 
making them complete before him in love. That 
being perfett and entire, lackins nothing, they 
might anticipate, that eternal life, "which is with the 
Fat ier and the Son. 

My brit acquaintance with him begun ſoon after 
the mercy of God had ſtirred me up to feek his 
face. From a ſtudious regard to the holy. Scrip- 
tures, it was loon given me to unde ritand, what 


manner of perlon 4 — approved, of God 
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miſt be; and thenceforward, I loth read, converſed, 


and thought of little elſe. In him I faw clearly, 
what till then 1 had only concetved ; in him my 
conceptions Were truly exemplificd. Much had 
been reported both of the giits and graces, witly 
which our Lord had enriched Mr. IValfſh ; yet, 
with the utmolt truth it is ſpoken, 1 found in 
him much more than 1 had cither conceived or 
heard. Nor did the long intimacy with him, with 
which was afterwards privileged, alter, in the 
leaſt, my ſentiments, There 15 much truth in the 
obſervation, that it is dangerous to dip in molt 
men below the ſurface. leſt our curiofhity ſhould 


rob us of our wood opinion of them. But it was 


not fo with him ; the more thoroughly he was 
known, the more one could not but admire Jam 3 
jo powerfully did the grace of God work in his fol. 

It might be thought tedious, minutels to de- 
ſcribe all the particular graces, which adorned his 
life. And indeed to conceive of the exceiloneres 


„ That ſomething !till, which prompts th' cternal 
| fi gh, | 
For which we bear to live, nor fear to die.“ 


The love of Jeſu 5s filled up in his ſoul, that mighty 
void, which thi s whole creation leaves in human 
hearts. 

His exactne {s in all thoſe particulars, which 
comprize men's duty to God, their neighbour and 
themſelves was ſuch, that it would be eaſy to {well 
this Chapter, by enlarging on each of them, to an 
enormous ze. But paſling over the greater part, 
I ſhall only point out a few particulars, relating 
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chicſly to his internal ſtate, and more ſecret car— 
riage towards Cod, which were within my ow: 
certain notice: referring the Reader for a ner 
and more ſatis factory) zicture of him, to the fol- 
lowing Collection n his Diary : in which are 
repreſented thoſe ſecret tranſactions of God upon 
his ſoul, to which himielf alone could be privy, 
and in which Ijudge the life of this kind of Hil. 
tory conſiſts, 
The particulars J premiſe are, 


I. His Prayer. 


From the carlieſt dawn of the Grace of Cod in 
his foul, to which he attended, he was ſingularly 
remarkable for conitar CV and importunity in 
prayer. He Was carlier a Wreiiler with God, au. 
prevailed to the Ubtainmng that eminency in the 
knowledge of God, for which he wa:  apprehe:1: led 
of Chriſt, and which is here 10 ory in part, The 
mote he got 20 2ainted with divine things. the 
more did 1 he increaſe in this ſoultenrichi ing exer— 
cc.“ Ile that bas never praycd, can never 
Suceive; and he that has prayed as he ouglit, 
can never forget, how much is to be gained by 
aver 28 

Beſide the daily and public pouring out of his 
ſoul in general interceil.on. and occaſton dal addreſſes 
to God in behalf of needy ſouls, (groaning under 
the guilt of fin, or body ot corruption, or Whatever 
cauſa, who often came to him for that purpole . 
he had his own ſtated times for approaching God 
in ſecret; in which it Was far from {uſkcing, barely 
to preſent himielf, and wan, whether in lilence, or 
in diſcourſe before the Lord: He accounted the 


work ſtill to do, unleſs he felt his ſpirit affected 


with ſentiments ſuitable to his condition; whe; her 
of holy mourning. ſelf-reprchenſion, recovery, or 
increaſe of peace and joy in the Hey Ghoſt or 
ſome eſtabliſhment in Faith, Mceknels, Patience, 
Hope, or Love, 
Praying 
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Praying with all Prayer, ſcemed the buſineſs of 
his life; for the doing of which, he waited nei— 
ther for poſtures. times, or places. : ; 

Proſtrate upon his face, kneeling. (rancings 
walking, cating ; in every poſture, and in every 
place and condition, he was a man mighty in 
prayer. In fleep itſelf, to my certain knowledge, 
his ſoul went out (Cant. v. 2,) in groans, and haus; 
and tcars to God. His heart having attuined ſuch 
| « habit of tendency to its Lord, could then only, 
® give over, when 1t ceaſed to beat. 

The enjioyments of the divine ſweetnefs, which 
God Impat ted to him in ſecret, and the nearizels of 
t acccis to the Divine Majeſty, with which he was 
i fevourcd, were indeed amazing, and much bet | 
| ter felt than they can be expreſſed. Ic has been 
| ſometimes, as it were, lolt in glorious ablence, on 

his knees, with his face Heaven-ward, and arms 
claſped round his breaft : in fuch compolure, 
that fearecly could one haar him fo much as 
Dreathe. 

is ſoul ſeemed abforbed in God, and enjoyed a 
calmneſs and tran{port, which cannot caſily be 
exprelt. From the ſerenity, and ſomething 
relembling {plendor, which appeared on his 
| countenance, and in all his geſtures afterwards, 
| one might calily diſcover, what he had been about. 


Ves, 


A ſoul in commerce with her God is heaven, 
Feels not the tumults and the ſhocks of life; 
The whirls of palllons, and the itrokes of heart, 
Praycrardent opens heav'n, lets down a {tream 
f glory on the conlecrated hour 

F Of man in audience with the Deity ! 


It was eſpecially towards the concluſion of his 
i.ord's work, that he was favoured with ſuch near 
tllowſhip with him. He approached the Throne 
of Grace with inuch reverential boldnels, beteving, 
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that whatever he aſked, he ſhould have the peti- 
tions he aſked for: the holy Spirit making inter- 
ceſſion in his hea art, according to the will of God, 
And to ſuch a degree of confidence in him, did he 
arrive, that in the greateſt ſtraits of his life (and 
he met with ſome things which came home to him) 
he was more than kept up; ſo that he ſeemed to 
fear nothing even where to all human apprehen— 
non, every thing was to be ſeared. He ſo aban- 
enced himſelf to God, in the diſcharge of his 
duty, that his very friends were ſometimes ready to 
charge him with being a little raſh or imprudent. 
Although ke endeav oured to uſe his under ſtanding 
as far as it would go; yet acting in view of {hoe 
things which are not b fee n, he was not ſo attentive to 
the decorums among men, as mere human prudence 
would have dictated. And in reality it 15 a truth 
which is learned from experience, and confirmed 
by numberleſs examples, that whoever would do 
much for God, ſhould take care of being (in one 
ienſe} tco wiſe, C ertainhh if the Apoſtles them- 
10 Ives had conſulted the d: re (ion: E of barc reaſon, 
they never had undertook the Converſion of 
the World. 

A habitual ſpirit of mortification ſerved as wings 
to his prayer. - And pcrhaps the want of this 1s, 
tuch more ti} an 15 commonly thought, a grand 
cauſe of that indiſpoſedneſs to, and W earineta in 

yer, whichis 10 generally complaincdof og 

Chriſtians ; many of whom are often even glad ot 
an deten to avoid the duty. Something! 18 
amiſs in us, and it wanted a name, till the Spirit 
of God, by cnjoining us the duty of mortiſication 
taught us to knew that want of Mortification of 
ſpirit is the caſe of all, at leaſt of many of our ſpi- 
ritual indiſpohtions. The exceliencics of heaven 
cannot be 1 but by a ſpirit diſreliſhing the 
low appetites of the world, nk of flcſh and blood. 
Unlels our ſpirit be mortified. we neither love to 
pray, nordoes God love tohearus,” We find all the 
way through our Heaven journey, that to be car- 
nal 
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nally minded. in the leaſt degree, is a proportion- 
able degree of death. And that a mind truly ſpiri- 
tual alone, has true life and peace. 

It is hard to ſay poſitively whici he was molt re- 
markable for, the Spirit or the Giſt of Prayer, 
though it need not be told which he mo't etteerned. 
His public character, made it right for him, to de- 
fire and endeavour after ſpiritual Cifrs, And the 
eminency to which he arrived therein, is too well 
known to need a particular relation. To hear him, 
on ſome occaſions pour out his foul to God, made 


one think, whence hath a man thele things? Such 


- x fluice of divine Oratory run througi the whole 


of his language as is rarely to be met with, His 

ublic addrefics to God, were much in the words 
of the Holy Ghoſt. It ſeemed as though he turned 
the whole Bible into words of adoration, conteiiion, 

etition, ſupplication, thankſgiving and glory ! 
While at the ſame time his expreitons glowod with 
the Love of Cod: and all this with ſuch ardour, 

ertinency and faith, that it has {cemed ſometimes 
as though the heavens were burit open, and God 
himſelf appcared in the congregation. But he 
made no accoont of this with regard to the per- 
fection of his own foul. He made it his chief aim 
to follow aſter love, and to live in a momentary 
ſpirit of watchful prayer. 

He has ſometimes had very remarkable anſwers 
to prayer. One only I ſhall mention. A number 
of religious Societies both in England and Ireland 
appointed a public Faſt, for the imploring God to 
reſtore to health an eminent Servant of the Church, 
who had been ſome time under languiſhments of 
body. Mr. Wa!f: was then in Dublin, and pouring 
out his ſoul about noon, he {pokealoud, in a man- 
ner which ſhewed 1t not to be of himſel, and 


laid, he ſhall no! die, but live and declare the Works of 


the Lord. And, bleſſed be God, the event ſhewed 
the prediction to be of God, 
Towards the latter part of his progrefs, his 


prayer was frequently ſo ſtill and recollected, as it 
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God was viſibly before him, ard that he ee to 
the Divine Majeſty, with ſuch ncarnefs of ac cels, 
and child-like familiarity, as the Scripture * 
preſſes, by {pea! king Wit God fa eto face, Indeed 
every het and occurrence ſpoke to him of God: 
nor could there be wanting to him, at any time or 
place, incentives to raiſe his heart in prayer or 
praile to him whom his foul loy-cd, 

One particular which he learned in the courſe of 
his experience, was, that although the lights 
which are received in the way of prayer, arc to be 
faithfuily attended to; yet one ought not to ud? 
upon every appearance of this kind; that the 
Enemy of men's Salvation can, and often does 
mimic the Spirit of God ; and as an Angelof Light, 
impoſes upon the Servants of God, by repre ae 
as from him, that which is often no other tha 
Satan's illuſions : on account of which. fome PCr- 
ſons have in molt ages, been led into grievous in bs 
proprictics of conduct. He perceived dans er Wi 
regard to himſelf from this quarter, and was there 
fore ſparing in mentioning what he often felt, 11% 
weighed every thing by the word of God. +» 885 04 
precipitancy of conduR, and at the ſame time. 1a- 
Fourcd continually to abandon himfelf, to the 
teaching of the Spirit of Truth and purity, | 


II. Redeeming the Time. 


Tis order to do this the more effecuallwv. his 
manner was to draw up a Plan in writing (till ulc 
made it familiar to him) of the manner in which 
he judged it molt profitable to ſpend the dav. He 
diſtributed it into certain portions, and alligne 4 
each its employ ment, which he punRtually ob- 
ſcrved : allowing only for occaſional interruptions 
in the buſine s -of his profeſlion. Reading the. 
Scriptures, ſtated Prayer, and viſiting the Sick, had 
the grand places in this diviſion of the day. He 
could never find any leiſure for mere ceremonions 
vilits, or unneccllarv converſation, Even at meals, 


and 
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and indeed in every little incidental matter he had 
to do with, he ceaſed not to purſue his main end 
of living; namely, to get, and to do good in his 
generation, . 

It was really lurprizing to ſee his thriftineſs in 
this particular. He even deprived himſelf of ſuch 
indulgences às nature required, in order to ner 
perforining the offices he impo ed upon her conti- 
nually : ſuch, ter example, 2s abſtaining from all 
ſtudy immediately after meals; when, notwith— 
ſtanding he ate exceeding ſparingly, more relaxa- 
tion would have been better for his health: like- 
wiſe his not uſing a ſuflicient quantity of proper 
exerciſe ; but molt of all, not allowing himſelf a 
ſufficiency of fee. 

He was often up late at ftudy, : nd his general 
time of riſing was four o'clock, or a little after, 
ſometimes between three and four, He was often 
urged to take more reſt, I remember one to have 
Hhearda gentlewoman, compallionatingthe walting, 
dying condition of his body, ſaying,  5** Sure Mr. 
Malu, you niay at leaſt lie longer in bed on Sunday 
morning, when the preachiny is not ſo early.“ 
To which he replied with his uſual zeal and plain- 
neſs, Should a man rob God?“ Je was com- 
monly up earlieſt on the Lord's Day. for which he 
had the higheſt veneration. He has ſom times 
ſaid, he thought there was ſomething peculiarly 
ſacred in the very air, and the whole ſtructure of 
Nature on this day. 

During the long intimacy I had with him, I do 
not remember to have known him ſpend a minute 
in diſcourſes about national occurrences, politics, 
werldly diverſions, or any thing of that ſort. He 
knew that theſe were not his affairs, and that his 
buſineſs was one. And the ſame may be ſaid of 
what is called free and pleaſant Converſation. So 
provident was he of time, and ſo bent upon the 
purſuit of that “ immenſe revenue which every 
moment pays,” that in whatſoever company he was, 
unleſs ſomething relative to the one thing needful 
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was read or diſcourſed of, he either took out a book 
(unpolite as it may ſeem) or continued in profound 
{ilence, ſave when he infirectsd a queſtion, And 
if at any time any thing vain, or tending tolevity 
was lp oken, ſo as to occaſion the leal} appearance 
of approbation 1 in his looks or geſture, he {evercly 
reprehended himſelf for it afterwards, and prayed 
for ſtrength for the time to come. 

Perſons both ſtudious and religious, who fome- 
times vilited him, and finding him always dili— 
gently employed, have afterwards ſaid to me, 
„% What. is he never tired! Alwars at it! Sur- 
prizing !” No, he was never weary of his work; 
never had a moment at the mercy of an intruder, 
to ſpend unneceſſarily; never had any time hangy 
ing upon his hands, which he did not know eine 
to do with, 

And vet, notwithſtanding all his caution, care, 
anda diligence, he frequently lamented his not inn: 
proving the time better, 5 I do not uſe every mo- 
ment to the beſt purpoſes,“ was a frequent reflec- 
tion with him, 


III. Diſengagement from the Morld. 


Although it is true, that without this all preten- 
ſions to the chariftcr of being: religious are vain ; 
and although what has been laid of him already, 
neceſſarily implies his guilt contempt of every 
earthly thing vet his eminency therein, deſerves 
to be taken particular notice of, His indifterency 
to this world was ſuch, as even bordered upon 
abhorrency ; and the rather, as he could not but 
obſerve, what a gulph to fouls it is; and how 
many An loſt for ever through their undue attach- 
ment to this life! Ilis heart and treaſure were in 
truth in heaven, 

He kept at the utmoſt diſtance from what wordly 
men moſt ardently court, and carneltly ſought 
what they moſt, abhor, 
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The vain things; riches, honours, and pleaſures 
of this world, were too poor, and inconſiderable 
for ſo generous a heart : he ſhewed the greatneſs of 
his ſoul. by deſpiſing all that was beneath it. He 
had the molt generous contempt of money; eſteem- 
ing it unlefs to bellow on the poor, Or procure 
a book ſometimes) as the pebbles in the ſtreet, 


IV. Recollection of Spirit, and Government of his 
| Thoughts, 


His carriage, aſpect, words, and indeed the whole 
of his behaviour, ſpoke the profound recollection 
of his ſoul. Nor can a ſtranger better conceive of 
him, in regard to this particular, than by forming 
to himſelf, an idea of a perſon returned from the 
happy dead, converſing with men. And it was 
nearly in this manner, that ſome have expreſſed 
their ſurprize at him. A Gentleman laid to me one 
day, * I met Mr. Malſſi in the ſtreet, and I declare 
he ſcemed to me like a perſon returned from the 
other world.” So emaciated a countenance, ſuch 
hxedneſs of thought, and ſerenity of deportment as 
appearcd in him, were indeed ſurpriſing in ſo young 
a man; and diſcovered ſomething very different 
from the buſy ways of men. And if, as the ſon of 
Strach ſays, © A man may be known by his look, 
and one that has underitanding may be perceived 
by the marking of his countenance,” they mult 
be-indeed, ſuperficial obſervers that could not diſ- 
cern in his very aſpect the excellencics that dwelt 
within him, An air of wiſdom and piety ap- 
peared in him continually, There ſcemed to'be 
ſomething peculiarly diltinguiſhing in the features 
of his countenance, Some have taken him to be 
little leſs than forty years of age, at the time'he 
was but about five and twenty. 

Ilis uniform compoſure was the rather to be no- 
ticed, as his life was not of the recluſe, but of the 
popular kind, He had to do with multitudes ; 
and, unleſs on ſpecial occations, was ſeldom above 
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ix hours together out of company. It is true in. 
deed, he ſeldom appeared in public, unleſs to ſpeak 
of the things of eternity, But he was ſo ſhut in 
with God, that all places became alike to him; 
and he retained the ſame attention to God in the 
molt thronged ſtreets of London, which he could 
have had in the moſt ſequeſtered wilderneſs, 
Curious tights, elegant furniture in ſnops or houlcs, 
magnificent buildings, fine ſheavs, the ringing of 
bells, firing of guns; with every thing of thi 
kind, were no more to him than the chirping of « 
ſparrow. or the buzzing of a fly. 

To all which, the conſtant government which 
he had over his ſenſes, greatly contributed. The 
difterence of taſtes, harmony of ſounds, and what - 
ever his eyes could bchold, were as nothing to 
him. Ile was in this reſpect truly crucified to the 
world, and the world tohim. Even in travelling 
through the molt pleaſant parts in the country, and 
in the pleaſanteſt ſeaſons, when the ſtupendous 
beautics of the Creation; the {ſpacious Firmament, 
the verdure of the Country, the Muſic of the 
Groves, and all the joint beauties of Nature, might 
have furniſhed him with laudable and delightfiil 
contemplation ; yet he ſeemed inſcniible to the 
whole, enjoying a 


« Paradiſe within him happier far!“ 


When he at any time adverted to the Works of 
God, in the Creation {and he had a mind capablc 
of the deepeſt reſearches) he was delighted chiefly 
with the Heavens, paved as it were with thol: 
living fires. But the uſe which he made of every 
thing, was to get more acquainted with God, Ile 
was in truth looſed from carth's incloſure, and 
from the contracted circle of the Sun. Chriſt, and 
the Scriptures, with things pertaining to them, 
were the only and uniform objects of his attention, 
and every thing, place, or perſon, which did not 
ſerve to promote, in ſome degree, his SR Eg. 
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and love of theſe, had with him the eſtimate of 
trivial and inſigniſicant. 
And hence it was, that the preſence of God be- 


came ſo exceeding familiarto him, He could not 


be content a moment without it, And hereby 
was he fitted likewiſe, for more glorious, and more 
frequent divine communications; ot which he had 
not a few, Several times has he been quite loit to 
nimſelf, and infenſible of every thing about him, 
being left in the viſions of God. lo inllances in 
particular are related in his Diary, in which he 
{cemed as though he was out of the body for ſome 
time. One day I remember going to vifit a perſon 
who was ill, as ſoon as he was got to the {iair-calc, 
being in his uſual compolure, * Did you lee that 
light?“ ſaid he, with a fudden iow voice. 40 
which I anfwered with a ſigh, having teen :1:othing, 
He ſaid no more. But it was eaſy to diſcern in 
him the reſt of that day and night, a peculiar fo- 
emnity of tou), 

In places of public Worſhip, he hardly ever 
ſow any body, lo as to diſtinguith them; and in 
every means of Grace, his grand aim was, to find 
more of God within him, He waited for this in 
lively, carneſt compoſure ; and thus approaching 
the Lord's table in particular, he ate the Fleſh, and 
drank the Blood of the Son of Cod indeed. My 
heart burned, and was in a flame ! O what a fire of 
divine love was there!“ were the frequent memo- 
rials which he left in his Diary, after communica. 
ting. Thoſe hcavenly [weets, which often over- 
Rowetd his ſoul at the Altar, ſpread their inunda— 
tion over every other part of his holy living. Hts 
recolicttion carried itfelf into the midſt of all his 
Lavbours, in which he was {till preſorved, without 
dillipation, notwithſtanding their multiplicity, and 
ſometimes intricate nature. It was very uſual with 
him to expreſs what he felt of God, by the fimite 
of fire, to which. the operations of the Holy Ghoſt 
alc frequently compared in Scripture, Ile often 
felt in prayer, and preaching, and walking, a kind 
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of icorching within him, from the Love of God, 
And from the abundance of the heart, his mouth 
generally ſpoke, Words of life, and fire 1{ſued a; 
it were, out of his lips, which were no other than 
the ſparks of a burning heart. And often he could 
not refrain from expreſling the holy rapture» of h. 
foul aloud; as O holy God / Glorious Fehovah 
Bleſſed eus Son of the living God ! Ue ulcd fre- 
quently to ſtand up and ling 


O Love, how chearing is thy ray? 
All pain before thy preſence flics ! 
Care. anguith, {ſorrow melt away, 
Where'er t! ny healing ſtreams HS TH . 
O Jeſu, nothing may I fee, 


Nothing! car, feel, or think, but thee ! 


Well knowing that confuſion of ideas, and dc. 
tultorinels of thought, greatly impair the orderly 
{tate of the wnward "Man. he took particular care to 
top them in the beginning; never allowing his 

mind to wander, he Knew not whither. Not in- 
deed that he aimed herein at a chain of regular 
thinking; but avoiding ſuch impertinences s, and ro- 
vings of thought, as prevent a calm waiting upon 
God. His dihgence and watchfulneſs in this 
reſpect, brought his thoughts into a kind of mili— 
tary diſcipline; ſo that he has been known ſome— 
times to remain recollected for hours, in fuch a 
manner as rendered him in appearance motionle ein 
and ſtill as a ſtatue, 

And from hence partly, aroſe that extreme ten- 
derneſs of conſcience, which was ſo remarkable in 
him, and which gave kim a conſtant, holy jcalouſy 
over himſelf in every thing he did; ſo that not a 
word, motion, or look. could eſcape him uncxa- 
mined, or uncen{urcd, if it deſerved it; reſolving 
to do better for the time to come, Hence likewiſe 
it was, that he had fo peculiar a regard to all his 
words ; ſpeaking cither to the purpolc, _ is, 

We 
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when occaſion required him to ſpeak, or not at all. 


Aud yet notwithſtanding his ut molt circumſpection, 
he was deeply conſcious, how far ſhort he {till 
came of the rectitude becoming a perſon in fellow- 
ſhip with the God of unſpotted [lolineſs. 


C HA. NI. 


Some farther Particulars relating to the Head of ſits 
Communion with God. 


IS great rule was, to imitate our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in the molt perfect manner he pot- 
ſibly could. The whole tenor of his conduct 
plainly diſcovered, that he ſought nothing but 
God. There was in the chaſtity of his manners, 
a purity next to angelical ; and a circumſpection in 
his very ſtep of proceeding, which declared, that 
to him to live was Chriſt, He kept at the utmoſt 
diſtance from ſenſual indulgences of every kind, 
His ſenſes were kept under the cloſeſt cuſtody, and 
he examined his conſcience almoſt continually, 
The conſtant lively {ſenſe which he had of invi- 
ſible things, was a ſtanding proof of the purity of 
his heart. For a pure hcart penetrates heaven 
and hell.“ 

He was a man of tears, and fighs, and groans. 
He wanted not indeed the joy of a good conlci- 
ence; and knowing continually in whom he 
believed, he enjoyed the benefits reſulting there- 
from. And yet this, notwithitanding the whole 
of his Chriſtian Pilgrimage was interſperſed with 
much weeping. 

He ſeldom had a dry handkerchief a whole day 
together; his eyes being for the moſt part, in pri- 
vate eſpecially, as opened fountains; and which 
did not ceaſc to flow in the. night ſeaſon. How 
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often have I known him water his pillow w 
thoſe briny rivers! Sometimes lamenting his ty 
great eſtrangement from his Beloved ; fometi:. 
mourning for the mourners ; but oftner than all; he 
was ſick of love! Love to the Crucilicd ! 

Jo ſome indeed, there ſeemed in him ſomethin, 
at leait bordering upon, an auſterity of ipirit: an. 
lo much is true, that with regard to men, andes 
angels, he was undaunted as a hon in the cauſe © 
God, and of a good conſcience : vet, in other rc 
{zefts, he was a man of the kceneſt ſenſibility, an 
tendcreſt affettions. Ile was in the preſence 01 
his inviſible obierver, phant as melted wax, and 
clothed with dove-like meckneſs, Ie was often, 
as it were, deluged in tcars, proſtrate before the 
fuotitool of his Lord's Majeſty, and overwhelmed 
with a fenle of his glory, 

He was without affectation, a man of humility : 
not indeed fo as to diſown, or not to make uſe of 
the gifts and graces with which God had endowed 
him: this would have been to lic againſt the truth; 
but notwithſtanding all that he had, taking know- 
ledge whence it came, he eſteemed himſelf as no- 
thing; but was truly diſhdent of, and heartily de- 
ſpiſed himſelf. And the only uſe which he made of 
tne ſuperior qualifications which God beitowed 
upon him, in the ule of proper means, was to con- 
fder himſclfas obliged thereby, to devote himſelf 
more abundantly to the fervice of God, and of his 
neighbour. The praiſes of others ſerved only to 
ahale him, at the ſight of his own nothingnels, were 
the frequent expreſſions of his lips and pen, If 
any perion, at any time, gave him but the ſmalleſt 
hint, by way of reproof, he received it either with 
ſilence, or expreſſions of thankfulneſs, according 
to the manner and occaſion thereof, And tup- 
poſing it was a matter in which he was really with— 


out blame, yet the reproof was not loſt upon him. 


He thereby took occaſion to enter more deeply 
into himlelf, making the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny into the 
whole 
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whole of his tempers and behaviour, He often 
{aid to God on thele occalions, © Lord, though thou 
knowelt I am clear inthis matter, yet, alas! How 
many things arc there for the which I ſtand 
reproved before thee! My God, I adore thee 
in this which thou haſt permitted,”” He often re- 

eated as a leſſon of inſtruction to himſelf, thoſe 
words of Kemps, “ Thou dult, learn to obey. 
Thou earth and clay, learn to demcan thyſelf, 
Thou oughteit to be ſuch a little child, that 
every body might trample thee under their feet in 
the ſ{trects,” | 

There was the utmoſt ſteadineſs in the whole of 
his religious conduct. The courle of the fur, is not 
more regular than were his exerciſes of prayer, me- 
ditation, preaching and ſtudy : fo that from know-— 
ing how he ſpent one day, may be gathered his 
manner of ſpending whole months or years; al- 
lowing only for the difference of circumſtances 
and occaſions. That it was in things pertaining to 
God and his ſervice; though at the ſame time his 
attention to himſelf; his eaſe and conveniencies 
was ſuch, that ſome accounted it blame-worthy 
negligence : ſo truly did he live, not to himſelf, 
or the will of man, but to God. 

The Love of God was the fountain, whence iſſued 
forth thoſe fruitful ſtreams, which rendered his 
own ſoul flouriſhing as the garden of the Lord, and 
extended their ſalutary influence all around, 
wherever he came. It was to this he reduced 
every thing. All his works. were done in love, 
and therefore wrought in God. It was a debt he 
was ever paying, and from which he was never ta 
be diſcharged. 

% My God, let me love thce ! Jeſus, Son of the 
living God, thou knowelt that I love thee ! O 
love divine, what haſt thou done! O that all 
the world did but know thee! How would they then 
tove thee, thou altogether lovely !” To this effect 
he often breathed out the warm emotions of his 
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heart; ſo deeply was he penetrated with the love 
of God his Saviour, He was always exceedingly 
pleaſcd with, and frequently repeated thoſe lines, 


© Eternity too ſhort to ſpeak thy Praiſc ! 
Or fathom thy profound of love to man!“ 


And again, without regarding their connexion, 
being overwhelmed with the thought of the dying 
Love of Jefus, he would utter ſometimes abruptly, 
and with aſtoniſhment, 


% Senſations new in Angel-boſoms riſe, 


Suſpend their long ; and make a pauſe in bliſs,” 


Leſtly, © By faith I Hand!“ Was his concluding 
point, after all that God had done for him. And 
it was not unuſual with him to fay, on the cloſeſt 
examination of all he was, and all he did, If 
Chriſt forſook me but a moment, I ſhould fall and 
periſh after all,” Yes, it was from his fulnefs he 
received all his good things, and with the depen- 
dent helpleſſneſs of an infant, he had recourſe to 
him continually, for light and ſtrength, and love; 
for every thing in ſhort which he wanted, Ile 
rould be happy only in converſation with him; 
delighted peculiarly in thoſe parts of Scripture 
which deſcribe him; and from the fulnels of his 
whole ſoul, repeated often, God forbid that I ſhould 
glory, ſave in the Croſs of my Lord Fejus Chriſt. To 
kim that hath loved us, and wafied us from our 
fns in his own blood, to him be the Glory, both now 
and to Eternity ! 

To ſum up this head, He thought Prayer to be 
more his buſineſs than any thing elſe in this world; 
and from the defire which he had to redeem the 
time, he employed great part of the night, as well 
as the day in prayer, meditation, ſtudy, and labour- 
ing for the good of his neighbour, He was pro- 
| foundly ferious, and always recollected at home 


and abroad, He watched over every motion 54 
is 
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his ſoul, keeping his thoughts in ſubjection to 
Chriſt continually, He propoſed to himſelf the 
Man Chrift Jeſus, as his great model and rule in 
every thing; imitating him eſpecially, in the purity 
of his body, and in the chaltity ot his affections. 
Walkingin deep humility before God. he was pa- 
tient of reproof, nor ever retorted any thing, with 
heat or prejudice. There was a {tcadimeſs in his 
proceedings for God, and in reference to Eternity, 
which not all the powers of earth and hell were 
able to interrupt. He eat but little, wept much, 
loved more, received all by Faith; and rarely 
opened his mouth but about Heavenly Things, 
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The Spirit walks of every day deceas'd 

And {miles an Angel, or a Fury frowns. 

*Tis greatly wife to talk with our paſt hours, 
And aſk them, what report they bore to Heav'n ? 
And how they might have borne more welcome 


news. 


Their anſwers from what men Experience call. 
Nught Thoughts, 
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An Extract from his Diary, relating chuefly to 
the Experience of his own Soul, in his Courſe 
of walking with God, 


ONC ERNING the extract which here follows, 
it may be premiſed, 1. That although there 
was the utmoſt uniformity in the whole ſeries of 


his progreſs; nevertheleſs, few perſons were ſo 
| fen{lible 
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ſenſibte of various alterations in ſpirit, with re— 
(pet to the ſenſations of joy and {orrow ; delight 
in God, and complainings for the want of It's 
wing in great meaſure to a tngular tenderneſs of 
conlcience ; and the cloſe attention which he had 
to all the movements of his inward Man; fo that 
things which ſome overlook, orentirely dif! egard, 
were eſteemed by him, with regard to himfelt at 
teaft, as capital defections from the law of perfect 
I:berty aud dove, 


felt an idle thought 

As actual wickednels; 

And mourn'd for the minuteſt fault, 
In exquilite diltrels,” 


IIis Diary conſiſts of the fecling of his own 
cart, throughout every part of his Chriſtian-race, 
with ſcarcely a ſingle hour of the whole omitted, 
He always wrote down reflettions upon himſelf, as 
either the preſſure, or felicity of his foul ſuggeſted; 
adding any ſpiritual obſervation which his own 
experience confirmed to him, | 

It will be eaſily diſcerned, that the peculiarity 
of his writing is a certain ſententious abruptnels ; 
owing in part to the genius of the Hebrew tongue, 
in which his latter ſtudies wholly terminated, 
Though what moſt contributed thereto, was the 
rapid flow of his foul, on the ſubjects of which he 
either ſpoke or wrote, which raiſed him above 
attending to that accuracy, which writings, at leaſt 
of a public nature require, In many places there 
is therefore a manifeſt deficiencv, both as to his 
Words, Particles and Stops ; in ſhort, it is like the 
zuritings of the Anticnts, without period or para- 
graph in moſt places: ſo that liberty has been ne— 
cetlarily taken to add, retrench, or alter, ſometimes 
a word, or ſentence, to render the ſenſe intel— 
ligible ; though ſtill retaining his ſenſe entire, 
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The Reader being advertiſed of theſe Particulars, ue 
proceed to the Extract itfelf. 


AT the cloſe of this laſt day of the year, 
* the year in which he began to preach,) 1 
examined mylelf how I had lived the paſt year ? 
And could only fay, I had not wickedly departed cl 
from mv God : but was heartily aſhamed that I had 
not glorihed him better: ; rclolving to watch for thc 
time to come. 

4 ] prayed to God for quictneſs and humility 
of mind; and found aſſiſtance againſt „ this evil 
man, myſelf.” O for a heart conſt = fixed on 
God ! I was reproved this day in ſpirit for an idle 
word. 

© The Lord was with me all this day. I defirc 
to be with the Lord continually, that my commu- 
nion may be ſtronger with Jeſus than ever. O, it 
is Heaven upon Earth to have Chriſt in one's 
heart, It is the beginning of the Glory of God, 
to receive the lovely Jeſus; and with him, the 
Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, O that I had the tongue of 
an Angel to praiſe my Lord! Haſten, Lord, the 
glad hour when I ſhall ſee thee as thou art ! 

I preached this morning on the great and pre- 
cious promiſes, Ezek. xxxvi. My foul aſpired to 
have them accompliſhed; for I feel the evil of 
my nature, and eſpecially the evil heart of un- 
belief that is within me. 


„ Friday, Feb, 22, I preached this morning on 


Solomon's Song, ii. 8, but was both dark and 


weak, having ſcarcely any power to explain any 
thing. O what a grief it is for one to N 


is not 
his preſent ſtrength and teacher! To preach con- 


ſolation to others, and feel none himſelf! This 


expoſes one to great temptation. 
„Saturday 23. My ſoul enjoyed ſweet repole 
in the Blood of the Lamb, while my heart was 


engag Zed in meditation on his dying Love. 3 
where 
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where can we find an inſtance of ſuch love as that 
of God to men on Calvary ! When the innocent 
dicd for the guilty, to bring them to God! 


What are all myſteries to love like this! 
A wonder in Omnipotence 1f{clt ! 
A myſtery, no leſs to gods than men! 


© Wedneſday, 27. I was not alive to God to- 
day, unnecellary talk brought acadneſs upon my 
ſoul, 

„ Great part of this day (one of the following 
days] I lived as in Heaven. God was in my ſoul, 
Ine influences of his Spirit wrought ſo power— 
fully upon me, that my joy was beyond expreſlion, 
O the length, and breadth, and height of the love 
of God! Well may it be ſaid to pals knowledge, 
The ſpirituel man may diſcern it, but cannot ſet it 
forth in the manner he feels it, Thoſe words of 
Iſaiah 1x1, 10, lifted up my ſoul, as in a fiery cha- 
riot, above the fabric of this world. I will great/y 
rejoice in the Lord, my foul ſhall ve joyful in my God, 
for he hath clothed me with the Garments of Salvation, 


he hath covered me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs, as 
— 


a Bride-g room decketh hunfclf with Ornaments, and 
as a Bride adonneth herſelf with her Jewels. I could 
{ay, that the Lord had done fo for my foul, O 
what enemies are the children of men to their 
own fouls? They deprive themſelves of happi- 
neſs here, and of eternal glory hereafter ; ima- 
gining that carthly enjoyments are above what 
Religion can afford. But alas! It is becauſc 
they know not this Religion which brings ſuch 
happineſs to the ſoul. 

O how iwect was Jeſus to my ſoul. The Roſe 
for {weetnels ; the Lilly for whiteneſs; the Apple 
Tree for fruittulrels; what are they all to Thee ! 
Entering into my cloſet, the moment I bowed my 
knee, the Lord poured down a blefling into my 
foul, O what a IIcaven upon Earth dic I experi- 
ence for ſome moments! Tongue cannot exprets 
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the goodveſs of God to my foul. O where hall! 


find words to praiſe p How am I loft in the ocean 
of the imm.ennty of thy Mercy! Lord, I know 


not how to give thee thanks; Where to begin, 
I cannot tell. O my ſoul, fall into ſilent am: 4. 
ment! Let all I have, or am, drop into nothing 

„ March, Friday 8. This was a day of much 
tem tation; ; but God for my ſupport was pleated 
to give inc a freſh manifeſtation of his Love. 

% Ro: ding and pravet to-day were of U ttle com- 
fort to me. It it were tot hat I hnd the abidin (7 
witnels of the Spirit in my foul, my bondage: 
would be very great, It is the goodnefs of God 
which preſerves me in the Faith, The Encmics 
of my Salvation arc thruſting fore at me from day 
0 d. 7 Defend and keep. me, O my God, for 
Feſt 3 ſake . 

{+ In prayer, I ſaw the greai difncuty of being 
a Chriſtian in reality. Thee arc many Who et 
their own Bread, aud wear their own Apart * ant 
are willing 4% be called by the name of Jeſus, ta 
take away their reprouch 
being called Heathens, - But they love notwith- 
ſtanding the ways of death and darkne!s rather 
than licht; and do what Heathens would not do. 
The ninety-frit Pſalm was made a great blefling 
to * the ninth verſe elpecially. 

© This morning the Lord gave me n 
Fr I knew not "io, railing my foul to him in a 
wonderful manner. After preaching, however in 
the evening, at my return to my room, I felt life 
in my foul, but a {pirit of {llothfulneſs. O what 

a poor creature! How incapable of thinking a 
e. thought, or doing a truly good action! 
Sinful duſt and aſhes ! 

„Friday 22. In the morning I had an carne't 
defire to be diifolved; and to be with Chritt. I 
wanted to fce Jeſus who ſuffered fo much for ne. 


* [ſatah iv. 1. 
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© The 25th, my foul was very dull. I had a 
dofre to pray, but could not, through the deadnets 
of my hcart, and the wandering of my thoughts. 
This 15 a thing I have to complain of in general ; 
namely. wandering in prayer, want of carne{tneſs 
and fervor. 

© The 29th, I cannot ſay, that till three o'clock 
I had true communion with God, But then, the 
Lord clearly manifeited himſelf to me. 

1751, April 6. I have not had much of 
the preſence of God, nor of the comfort of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; yet my heart and my fleth cry. out. 
for the living God! 

„O what an averſion I had this morning to 
{kudy, and following the Lamb! It it were not. 
tor the promiſes which the Golpel affords, I 
ſhould be often brought into bondage: very often 
ismy ſoul cait down, and my ſpirit diſquicted with: 
me; ſo that I muit needs utterly faint, if it was 
not, that I hrmly hope I ſhall yet praiſe God for 
ihe health of his countenance, I felt neither com- 
fort nor power in preaching, O what a puorcrea- 
ture am I when left to myſelf! II dark of con- 
ception; how flow of heart and ſpecchi ! It fonte 
times happens, that while I am thus writing down 
my condition, the Lord appears to my help: fo is 
15 now; for God has been pleated to mantfeſt 
himfelf tome! And O what a welcome guet! 


5 


At bis coming, my reins and my heart reJOice 7 


a 
my troubles arc done away ; my ſoul is greatly 
refreſned ; faith ſtrengthened ; my hope con 
hrmed, and my Love increaled. Glory be to 

God moſt high! ; 
©: God and his ways were ſweet to my foul th's 
morning, Great was the peace of my mit.d, and 
the joy which aroſe from conſidering what the 
Jord had done for me. O how did 1 long t 
be altogether like him, in Righteouſneſs and. H, 
Hotneſs ! Throughout the day, I enjoyed ſweet 
repole in the Blood of the Lamb, In the evening 
1 preached on 1 Cor. i. 30. And God did indeed 
NI pour 
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pour of his gracious Spirit into my ſoul, Ius, 
we had a heaven upon carth! O that I had thy 
tongue of an Angel to glorify thee for all thy bc. 
nehts | | 

*« Thurſday. May 23. I was in great trouble, 
going to preach ing this morning. My temptation: 
were fore, and my trials exceeding great; OCCa- 
Honed partly, by the condition of ſome, who to! 
# time ran ue, but are turned again to the fleſh— 
pots of Egypt. While 1 Frs ei however, on 
Pſalm xx1211. 1, my Shepherd gave me to feed upon 
13 hidden Manna, 

I found it hard work to be wholly ſet apart for 

Bol this day. I preached comtort to others, by 

could lay hold on little of it 1 mvicif, I am oft 
like a day in ſpring; the ſun ſhining bright "ih a 
little while, and ſoon witlidtawing again. The 
Sun of Rightcouſnels often ſhines upon me, witl 
his ws 5 beams; but alas! the light is ſoon 
clouded, and the joy vaniſhes away, Yet till, 
bleſled 4 God, my heart ſtands faſt, believing in 
the Lord. For I take it for granted, that the Wan! 
of ſtrong light and joy, no more argues want 0; 
Faith, than the abſence of unciouded day, argues 
no Sack © in the Firmament. 

« An unuſual fondneſs for company ien 
doadnels UPON my {oul, The * 4n1itics of t 
world importunately intruded upon me. If God 
were not on my fide, I ſhould have been long ago 
as Sodom, and {ike unto Gumorrah. Such vanitic 8 
crouded in upon me at prayer, that even 1 forgot 
what I was faving, I am a man ſorely diſtretged 
with the wanderings of my heart, I arole from 
prayer and read, and prayed wh py The Lord at 
length mot me, and inftantly zcleated me from my 
jorrow, and gave me power (0 Wait upon him 
without diſtraction. 

Saturday, June 12. Great was the comfort 
which I had in God. I had the full atſurance ot 
Faith, that God was my God, and Chriſt 5) 
Saviour. O the happineſs of knowing this! 

« Friday 
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„ Fridav 17. The Lord was in all my thoughts, 
| had not felt fo much comfort for tice days. L 
had communion with God, all the day, though 
chiefly in the evening. 

© Tuclday 28. I was deeply convinced of my 
depravity. "03 my God, I fee the impurity of my 
heart, in ſuch a manner as frightens me. I know 
that Chriſt can have no communion with Bclhat ; 
neither Righteoulnefs with Unrighteouſnets, Lord, 
break not thebruiſed Reed, nor quench the {moak - 
ing Flax. Rather ſend down thy Holy Spirit, and 
let me free from the power of indwelling lin. 
Conſume it, O God, Calt out the ſpirit of unclean- 
nels for Chriſt's fake. 

„This afternoon I walked in the fields, and 
had a ſweet mecting with my Lord. 

© Sunday morning. I was ſo ſtupid, that I could 
ſcarcely pray. Wandering thoughts crouded in 
upon me. O for a heart to pray. I find in ge- 
neral, that under the mo? afflictive trials, when I 
can, in fervent prayer. pour out my ſoul before the 
Lord, he gives me inſtant relief. But when I can- 
not pray; O then is my life: burthenſome to me; 
I cannot bear myſelf. 

© The wordthis morning, was ſweet to the ſouls 
of the people. They feemed to d:ink of the 
fountain of the water of lite. I had a glorious 
manifeſtation of the Love of God to my foul. My 
delight ſurely is in the Lori. and his Son Teſos 
Chriſt, Thou art my God. my love, my joy, m 
help, my health, and my all in all ! Bleſſed be thy 
name, Amen, ; 

6 Too much given to talk, I had not the uſual 
longing after prayer, and meditation. Yet the 
Lord helps mine infirmity. 

&« ] had great joy in my ſoul, and longing defires 
to be with Chriſt, O that even now I could be- 
hold his lovely face, 

58 Fridav. July gth. I had a lively ſenſe of the 
Lord's having blotted out my former tranſgreſſions; 

| 2 and 
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and that he had promiſed to give me a clean heart. 
1 had great pcace ; my foul being filled with 1h 
love of "Cod: 

„Saturday 10, L xerciſed this morning by falic 
acculations, My only concern was, lelt it ſhould 
hinder the work of od, But in the conſideration 
ot his oveinuling Providence, I reſted patient!“ 
vn his will, My Jeius was made perfect throug: 
biifferings, O th; + may be enabled to follow my 

Nlaſter in the way of the Crols 1 

„Walking ima gardenthis day, God made it an 
Eden to my ſor I; pouring his love into my heart. 
1 partook of the water, and the Tree of Life ; and 
the hidden Manna was rained from Heaven into 
my foul, 

« Mondy 19. All the day, my ſoul thirſted 
for the living God, It was exceedingly re joiced 
in reading ſome divine meditations, O my God, 
what Mall Ll fav? Angels. cannot praiſe thee 
worthily ! What then ſhall I. who am a worm ot 
the earth do? O that I had wings like a Dove! 
Lovely Jetus, when{hall I fee thy face, joining the 


reſt of the redeemed. to celebrate the wonders of 


thy redeeming love! O that this were the moment! 
My foul ſhall ere long take its flight to the man- 
ſions, which I f:mly believe my "Saviour i is pre- 
paring for me. O my Cod, my Saviour, my 
Al 

« Thurſday 25. I had but little light or power, 
The Lord humbled, and ſhewed me my own 
weakneſs ; but did not leave me to it. Ile 
ſhewed me clearly, that it was neither to my 
graces, humblings, deſires, doings, or ſufferings 
I muſt truſt for ſalvation, but in Chriſt alone. 

« Ah, Lord, whois ſufficient for theſe things! 
© let me die, that I may fee thee! Whither eis 
m Beloved gone ? Return Lord, return. I ama 
fecble and helpleſs creature, Yet rejoice not 
againſt me, O mine enemy; for though 1 fall into 
temptations, heayinels, and trials, I ſhall riſe 
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again. O proud Philiſtines, deceitful Delilah's, 
inbred Sin, Pride of Heart, Anger, and Folly, 
Who can remove you? Lord Jetus, thou canlt, 
and thou alone. 

« At the Sacrament, O how did my ſoul banquet 
in Jcſus! What divine confolation did I feel in 
God my Saviour, 

« Wedneſday 23. Tempted to langh on my 
very knees, 8 Lord my God, be my rock. Hide 
me in thy wounds, and deliver me from my ſelf. 
() Jefus, I cry out of the deep; hear my prayer, 
and let my cry come up before thee ! | 

„Sure I am, that if my Salvation depended on 
ought but the changcleſs Love of God my Saviour, 
I never ſhould ſec the Lord. Alas! I am all 
weakneſs, unbelict, diſobedience, and darkneſs. 


My toul was weighed down with inbred fin. But 


$ no fooner began to bewail myfelf before hit, 
than he pourcd his love- upon me, and gave me 
{weet accels to him, | 

* 17532, Jan. 6. I could hardly account to my- 
ſelf, how my thoughts had been employed this 
day, O thatthey were every moment taken up in 
the contemplation of thy wonderous love to me, 
and all the fallen race! O for an humble, ſimple, 
pure, and perfect mind! What ſhall I ſay to thee, 
thou delight of my heart? How much fairer art 
thou than the ſons of men! 

„% When I look back upon my life, I can ſee 
nothing that Joes not need to be walhcd with the 
blood of Chriſt, My belt actions are imperfect. 
1 have need to fly to my Saviour, that from him 
I may receive that robe, which is pure and 
compleat, My whole delire is to be devoted to 
thec ! | 

« Aſhamed tolift my eyes to heaven, I fell down 
before the Lord my maker; and I may well fay 
that he waited to be gracious ; for before J could. 
utter many words his love filled my heart, I eould 
then look with confidence, and faw my Father 
&pd, {m.lc upon me, and my dear Redyemer at. 
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his right hand, full of Grace and Truth for me. O 
how [weetly did the ever bleſfed Trinity join to 
bleſs me! Ilelp me to praiſe thee, O thou ſtrength 
of 1frael. 

+ God was much with me in private, O what a 
IIcaven upon carth is it to commune with him 
in prayer, holy reading, and divine meditation, 
Jeſus is a well of life. How bleed is it to hold 
intimacy with him! This is Parade indeed. 
Sunday. It was a glorious Sabbath to my loul, 
Ihe light of Heaven ſhone upon me. 

Part of this day was the happieſt I ever vet 
ſaw. I could frecly depart to be with hun whom 
my foul loveth. Truly I feemed to antedate the 
{weetneſs of the celeſtial felicity, which the glori— 
hed fpirits enjoy! My fong was prailes to my 
God, 

„Had calm repoſe in God. A day of ſore 
temptation, I was kept, but through momentary 
watching unto prayer. O what am? How weak, 
how blind, how poor! As to ſtrength, a bruiſed 
reed; for love and geal, as the ſmoaking flax, 
But thou, O God, art ſtrong, and in thee is 
my hope. 

Ill in body, dark in mind, dead in aſſections, 
and forely troubled with temptations, Yet I was 
preſerved from inclining to iniquity with my 
heart, 

„% Sunday. My ſoul agonizcd to enter into. the 


reſt of the people of God. I faw him by faith, 


and the promiles were ſtrongly brought to my 
remembrance, eſpecially, + Aſk what you will, 
and it ſhall be done unto you.” 

Friday, Surrounded with various temptations, 
O the levity of my fpirit ; weakneſs of my Faith, 
and deceitfulneſs of my heart, | 

„ 1753. March 7, In the morning there wes 
open intercourſe between God and my loul, 
which for ſome hours remained undiſturbed. 
About noon !] felt ſore war between Nature and 
grace; ſo that I was brought low, Nathan gg 
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have me manage ſor myſelf, Grace was for calling 
all my care upon God. O thou Author of every 
good gift, fend me help from thy holy place. 
Take away the perverſenels of my will, and 
make me lowly and patient as thou my Lord art. 
"Thou art the ſource of grace and of goodnels, In 
Thee. O Lamb of God 1s all I want. 

«Thurſday 8. Poured out my foul before the 
I.ord, who gave me to feel hearty contrition with 
carneſt defires to be ſandified wholly, For, 


© O how wav'ring is my mind, 
'Folt about with every wind; 
O how quickly doth my heart, 
From the living God depart.” 


Son of God, ſet me free, and knit my ſout to 
tbyſelf! 

« Saturday 10. The Lord ſweetly refreſhed my 
ſpirit. I was {ſtrongly moved to pour out my foul 
for my encmies, and all that forget God. There 
was a burning in my heart after all the life of 
God. Nothing appeared lo deſirable as Houlinels, 
O God take the whole capacity of my foul, and 
pollels it by thy Spirit! | 

© Sunday 25. I have had a proof to day of 
the vanity and uncertainty of human friendſhip. 
Some who loved and greatly eſteemed me when L 
left Dublin, about ten weeks ago, will, now, at my 
return, hardly ſpeak to me, O that I may ſcek 
friendſhip and all good in God alone, 

« Some words I heard this morning pierced me 
to the very foul, Enter not into judgment with 
thy ſervant, O Lord! I fly to Jeſus, the juſt One, 
to. hide me in his wounds. He is my lanctuary, 
the Ark of the Covenant, and the true Altar. Come 
my life, my treaſure, and my God, ſhine into this 
drooping heart. Have I not an intereſt in th 
blood! Am I not a child of thine, O God ? Halt 
thou not {aid unto me, live? O that thy powerful 

voice 
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voice would now ſpeak to my ſoul, and bleſs me, 
O my Father! 

% How little do 1 know of God. or of myſ-1f? 
O what a myſtery is man? How difficult to find, 
and then to loſe himſelf ! Lord, I long to be ſettled 
and fixed in thee! O how does this mortal body 
preſs down the ſou! ! : 

„Saturday, April 21, Strengthened in thc 
hope of full redemption. Jeſus ſorſake me not, 
Or 1 ſhall be of all men moſt miſcrable ! 

« Wedneſday, May 4. Woke with the preſence 
of God, Jeſus was altogether lovely to my foul, 
My heart was carried out in praiſe to him for re- 
deeming me, and making me his own for ever, 
by the waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

« ] earneſtly longed after inward holineſs ; the 
image of God brought into my foul, For then 
only ſhall I be truly happy. when ſelf- love, ſelf— 
will, and all other roots of bitterneſs are rooted 
out of my heart, and the pure Love of God over- 
flows my whole foul, When ſeſus is the ſupreme 
and {ole Governor, and all things within are 
fubdued by his grace; then the heart reſts in 
peace, and all things move in their proper time 
and manner. The ſoul is retired, though in the 
midſt of hurry; and ſwect peace and joy flow 
from Jehovah, their ſource, There is the victory, 
the ſalvation, the liberty, the deliverance from 
fn, which very few believe, and which no one 
can know, fave he that receiveth it. But it is tha 

rivilege of the children of Gad, and every one 
who ſincerely ſceks, and with all his might, ſtrives 
for it, ſhall ſurely attain; for the mouth of the 


Lord hath ſpoken it. 
« At the Lord's table, the bloody ſacrifice was 


V Ae on my heart. The fruit of the I'ree of 


Life, was {weeter to me than honey and. the 


honey-comb. | 
% Friday 31. After preaching, gave myſclſ.to 
my ulual ſtudy. O freedom of heart and con- 
tempt 


0 


UF THOMAS WALSH, 41 


tempt of the world, how great bleſſings are ye 7 
Plentifully did the Lord ſhower his love into my 
ſoul this day, in our public meeting. Verily thou 
art the pleaſure of my loul, the hope and defiic 
of my hcart, 

This day God prepared me for a ſore trial, by 
giving me {ſweet repoſe in his love. I lived as 1t 
were in Heaven. My foul was raviſhed with his 
{weetneſs. So was I enabled to bear with calm- 
neſs and patience, the abuſive language of one 
who came to my room, breathing out threaten— 
ings againſt me, Alas, how many are there W 80 
are great friends in profcilion, but not ſuch in 
reality. 

© I cried unto the Lord, to make me holy as hz 2s 
holy, This is the thing which I long for. Lord 
grant me my heart's delire, Anſwer thy Spirit's 
cry for liberty ! 

„ Saturday, Avguſt 29. In the night I was 
grievouſly tempted of the Devil, He injected 
fuch blaſphemies, and threw ſuch fiery darts as I 
never experienced before. I was fore amazed, and 
cried unto the Lord Jeſus. He heard my cry, 
and delivered my ſoul from his rage and fury, 
Lord thou upholdeſt me, or I ſhould fall! O ſtay 
with me till I arrive ſafe in thy kingdom! 

Sunday, September 1. Was a day of feaſting 
and rejoicing to my foul, I had {weet converſe 
with my Beloved, while I joyed in his ſalvation, 
I proclaimed his Name to thouſands, from Jere— 
miah vi. 10. And never felt more freedom to 
preach my Saviour. O my Lord thou art precious 
to my ſoul. and thy ſervice is my reward ! 

„1754. Sunday, March. At the Lord's Supper 
this morning, my ſoul was diſſolved with divine 
Love. I could bleſs God that ever I was born to 
lo happy and glorious an end, as to love, and 
praiſe, and ſerve my Redeemer, Yes, Jeſus, thou 
art precious to my foul, Thy yoke 1s eaſy, and 
thy commandments holy, and jult, and good. 1 


delire to keep them with my Whole heart. 


„The 
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„The more I ſec of the world. the lefs happ!- "7 
neſs I can difcern in it. Happy are they who are | 
well out of it. Let me die the death of the 
riohtevus, and let my laſt end be like his. Tis a 
great thing to be a Chriſtian in truch. 

© [ uſed the means of grace to Gay as uſual, but 
cannot lay that I had communion with God in 
them. Alas! what are means when Chriit is 
abtent! How often do I find heavinels and deed- 
nels ſucceed much joy, and freedom of [11rit, 
„% Poor alas, beyond exprellion poor!“ 

«I wept and rejoiced that God had given me 
a foul capable of loving him, In reading and 
racchtating in the open air, my foul taſted of the 
Joys in part, which thoſe ſpirits enjoy who, bc- 
hold his face continually, 

c My loul vehemently groancd and longed for 
full redemption, while it enjoyed {weet converſe 
with my dear Lord Jeſus, 

« I removed from amonsſt us ſome who walked 
diſorderly. Alas, how few are willing to do and 
ſuffer all! the will of God! 

& Tueſday 12. Although my body was much 
afflicted, my ſoul was greatly comforted. 

„% Sunday 17. 1 heard a Sermon at Church 
to day, in which my Lord Jefus was not fo much 
as named. Alas that the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life ſhould be entirely forgot ! 

« Saturday 23. I had intercourſe with Heaven 
all day, I thirſted for the Salvation of all men, 
as for my own foul, I was alſo deeply humbled 
before the Lord, ſeeing myſelf the moſt vile and 
unworthy of all his creatures. He likewiſe made 
me willing to be deſpiſed and evil ſpoken of by 
others. And l cannot but admire the wildom and 

o dneſs of God, in ſo preparing me for what ſoon ' 
after followed. One of my acquaintance that 
went with me to the Houſe of God, laid to my 
charge things which I knew not. I ſent for him, 
but he could lay nothing to my face, His mouth 

Was 


— 1 * 
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was ſtopped, and he ſvemed quite alhamed, I felt 
much paticnce and pity towards him. Lord geſus, 
give him repentance, and take prejudice out of 
his heart. t 

„Saturday, April 20. Was a day of joy and 
ſorrow by intervals. O how did Nature and 
Grace ſtrive in my foul. What conflicts with 
myſelf do I daily experience! 

. Friday, May 3. I had a feeling ſenſe of the 
trealures of grace and glory, which are laid u 
for me, both here and in heaven. O what a 
heaven did I experience in being able to call God, 
wy God, and % Father!“ 


CH AP»: II. 
The Extract from his Diary continued. 


2 es account of his Experience, given in the 
preceding Chapter, begins with the firſt year 
of his Converſion; in which likewile he began to 
labour for the good of his neighbour, And it may 
be obſerved, that in his progreſs, the experience 
of his heart, had its certain progreſhve ſtages, re- 
{embling in ſome degree, that of the ini light : 
a day {uppole, whoſe early dawn is clear and 
promiſing; and whole light and heat ſtill in- 
creals ; ere long, is overcait with clouds, and dit- 
turbed with tempeſt ; the lun however keeps his 
courle, and still goes on to the pere day, Such 
likewile is the path of the juft, and luch was the 
experience of this Servant of God, | 

Ihe hrit difplay of the Divine goodneſs to his 
foul in qu{lihcation, was ſo clear, and his joy 
thereupon was fo exceeding ſtrong, that he had 
then no expectation of ſeeing war any more, 
And he was indeed carried on {weetly, for ſome 
conhderable time. 
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But whatever was the cauſe, he afterwards fc] 
otherwiſe; and we find him often groaning unde: 
a body of fin and death; complaining of ftrugelcs, 4 
between Nature and Grace; and of inconſtancy 
and weakneſs in general: with ardent pourings 
out of his foul to God, for complete deliverance, 
And his thirſt atter it was confiderably augmented, 
by the tranſient taites, with which it ple led Gn 
to favour him from time to time, of the heaven 

loving him fm ne. 

The fecling of huis heart in reference n 
the met . otis wi nie li he pu: {acd in order to atty 
it; and toe pro; reis which by the Grace of Gol 


he made therein; are the fu bje ct of this Chapter. h 
Only for the take of ſoine, who deſire to have the 
fulleſt information concerning him on this Bench : 


I ſhall pretis: 1 letter he ſent me to. Bir flat Hon 
London. in r to ſome enqui lries Which 3 
made concerning his then ſtate of foul, occaltionod 
by the following « circumſtance: fore months be— 
fore he left London the laſt time, a re port Prevail 

amongſt his brethren, it ſeems from ſome things 
he ſpoke chic eh in lis preaching) that he pro- 
feſſed to be cane from all din. When I parted 
with him, not many weeks before, Ihn V he was 
earneſtly following after 2 Lene, weeping 1110 
praying almoit day and night. And on my hearing 
that he had attained, I 3 to know it from 
himſelf. To which enguiry he ſent me the fol- 
lowing anſwer, 


i London, Fun? 17, 1757. 


60 My dear Brother, 


tc WHAT you mention concerning me, 
I; anſwer thus. 1ſt. I feel the conſtant witneis ot 
43 the Spirit of God. that I am forgiven ; and that 1 
F love God and my neighbour, 2dly. I do not fect | 
N any evil tempers. 3dly. Himly believe that G 50 | 
will eternally {ave my ſoul, But whether a! $7: 


is taken out of my heart, I do not determine | 
reitoer | 
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neither do I think that I love either God or my 
neighbour as I ought, or as I ſhall. I am Hop” 
leſs, but God is my ſtrength. I live by Faith, 
I am aſhamed. I have no wiſh, that any one 
ſhould believe I am ſaved from all fin. Indeed I 
ought to juſtify every one that believes the con- 
trary, ſuppofing it was fo. But alas! If Chriſt did 
not pray for me, and keep me every moment, I 
houfd go to the Devil. I anderſtang, Gal. iii. 10, 
as I never did before; and Gal. ii. 19, is what Qt 
feel, Jeſus Chriſt is all in All. 

„I have written ſunply, make the beit ule you 
can of it; bat ſay nothing of it to an, one. Olet 
me be forgotten: not of God, or of his children 
in prayer; but as I deſire no good to be laid of ine, 
I would not have any one ſin againit God 1: 
thinking, or {peaking the evil which my hea:: 
abhors. It is much to the glorv of God, to fave e 

roud, angry, felf-willed, fearful, and unbelicy 
ing innen; therefore I almoſt fav, that I glory n 
mine inhenities, that the ſftrenzth and grace of 
Chriſt may reſt upon me, and iave ine from them 
all; and this he will do, as {ure as he is faithful 
and true, 
6 I ain, your altettiona's Brother, 


* * 16 . . 9 
s # vi» i 7 
i U0/RA4S at. 


His ſtruggles. ſentiments, and attainments, 
partly before, and partly after this Letter, even 
to his death, are farther repreſented in the tol- 
lowing Extracts, 

„London, Sunday, June 2. All this forenoon 
| was raifed above mylelf, and loſt in God, 
Tlcaven as it were came down into: Soul, and ! 
ſaw the glory of the world to come | I beheld a! 
the glory of this world, as the mire in the Rreets. 
But Oh, the views which I had of licaven, and 


the fore-taſte of thoſe raviſhing joys that flow 


there, ſo tranſported my foul, that I could blefs 
God that ever I was born. 
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© Tueſday 4. My ſoul was tranſported this 
Gay to ſuch a Shares, as greatly affected even my 
body. I do not recollett, that I ever before fel. 
ſich a ſenſe of the prelence and glory of God. 
Surcly if % ſhould manifeſt a few degrees more 
tome, I could not live in the body! 


„Sunday 9. I gave myſelf up to God. I 
heartily defire to give my whole he art cheerſulls; 


4 


and without reſerve te thee my Love? Miny 


things would alienate it from thee. But O my 83 
viour, keep thou my every deſire. Knit mc 
c loſely tO thyſelf, and ſuffer no falſe fire to abide 
in my heart. I acknowledge, O mv God, that it 
is an amazing inſtance of thy love, that thou hat! 
made me a chik Jof thine, Let, I baſeech thee 
thy goodneſs be the trongelt tie to keep my h art 
ſtayed upon thee. 

6 Tucfday 18. I was ſo low in body, that 1 
could hardly ſpeak or think, Oh. how docs this 
co:iruptible body preſs down my foul! Yet I car 
raiſe God for his diſpenſations towards me; 
afflicts me, that I may bc partaker of his ho- 
lineſs. 

At the Lord's Table I was in an agony ſfor 
holineſs. My foul, and even my body Were 
ready to faint with defire, and longing for all th 
mind that was in Chriſt jeſus 

6+ Saturday, July 20. O how my ſoul lahourcd 
with God in ſecret prayer. I ſaid in my heart, if 
I am indeed a child of God. why have 1 not 
greater deſires to dc A rt. and to be with Chriſt ? 
1 proſtrated myſelf before the Throne of Grace, 
and cried to God to anſwer me as by hre: and he 
ſoon ſilenced my de Apongeneie 8, by anſwering in 
my heart, My Son, thou art mine.“ 

«Wee dneſd: ay, September 21, I longed to be 
diſſolved, and yet more to be made hoty, 

« God overpowered my whole frame, ſo that 
my body fainted under the pouring out of the 
Spirit of Chriſt. 


„ Saturday, 


| 
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& Saturday, September 26. My heart was 
quite melted with a ſenſe of the goodneſs of 
God, and of my own vileneſs, I think I now 
begin to repent ; to have a godly forrow for my 
fins, Of this I am well allured, that thoughts 
which were in my mind a year ago, are now A 
grief to me, The Spirit of God brings the {ins of 
my whole life to remembrance, I read them all, 
but more eſpecially, whatever has been wrong in 
me, lince I was converted. My fpirit Within me 
mourns, and my heart feelingly ſays, „On that L 
had never finned! O that my ſoul and body had 
been always pure before thee! Oh that 1 had 
elways the ſame light and power that God has 
given me now!“ But although I am vile, yet this 
i know, bleiſed be God, there is now nv condera- 
nation to me: the Blood of Chriſt hath waſhed 
away all my ſins. I have the Spirit of Adoption, 
and the Peace of my God. I love him, and all 
his dear children; yea, and my enemies likewiſe. 
I hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, I rejoice 
in my God, and delight in doing his Will. I know 
in whom I have believed. My name is written in 
heaven. Hallelujah! 

Friday, November 22, I enjoyed a fullneſs 
of God in my foul; and had infinite ſweetneſs in 
communton with my Saviour, Lord, I am not 
worthy of theſe manifeſtations: but I ſee all is of 


free Grace. receive all through Chriſt the 


Righteous, He drank the bitter cup, that I might 
drink the cup of conic :ation. Jord, I would love 
thee infinitely, if I were able! My whole ſoul 
cries out for power to do thy \Vill perfectly. 

„% Monday, December 2. I feel lam a mere 
nothing, and that if God withdraw his grace 
from me but for a moment, I ſkoulddo nothing but 
ſin. 

„Sunday 22. All the day long my Lord was 
wonderfully preſent with me in every ordlinance. 
Truly my loul longed vehemently to be, aid ive 
like my Saviour, This indeed is the thing 1 aim 
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at: and I believe according to the ſure word ot 
promiſe, I ſhall attain, O what depths and 
heights of holineſs do I diſcern attainable in this 
world, | 

« I felt much ſhame before the Lord to-day, for 
my unfaithfulneſs and unfruitfulneſs, Q God 
enter not into judgment with ine for my tins of 
omiſhon. | 

« Sunday, July 4, I was troubled in my ſpirit 
becauſe of lightneſs of heart, and ſpeaking my 
own words, How many idle words do 1 ipeak ! 
It ill becomes a Chriſtian, much more a Preacher 
to laugh. 

October 6. I roſ& yvith much ſorrow and 
concern; and With ſhame, and much brokenneſs 
of heart, bowed my foul before the Lord, My 
heavinels endured as it were but a moment, and the 
Divine light ſhone tranſcendently bright upon my 
ſoul. Praying with a few friends, my joy in the 
Lord overcame my feeble body, And 1t proved 
to be a preparation for a trial, which came ſoon 
after. I had ſweet communion with Jeſus, and 
three of his redeemed ones this day. In the 
evening I preſſed upon the people the neceſlity 
of inward Life, from Acts v. 20. 

« My foul was mightily encouraged while J 
expounded, John xiv. 21—23, Inward and con- 
ſtant liberty is what I want ; to be always recol— 
lected, having my mind ſtayed upon God, I would 
live like an Angel below. For fome moments in— 
deed, I often love and rejoice in a wonderful 
manner: but alas, How foon mit dies away!!“ I 
become comparatively cold, and can neither pray 
with freedom, nor rejoice with reverence. 

« Q Jeſus, thou holy Lover of my foul, unite 
me more cloſe to thyſelf, Be thou my glory, my 


joy —thou art my al! in All, 


„ Still nature, the devil, and grace, are ſtriving 
with me; Chriſt, however, has the upper hand; 
but I want him „to live and reign the Lord of 
every motion of my foul,” 


« I prayed 


— 
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« 1 prayed with my kindred at taking my 
feave of them.“ My Brother and Siſter were ill, 
and my Mother weeping after me. ſound a great 
ſtruggle, and believe I ſhould have ſtayed, but for 
thoſe Scriptures. He Mat loveth Father or Muother 
more than me. is not worchy of me. 9 And let the 
Dead bury their Dead ; but go thou and preach the 
Kingdom of God. t My heart felt pain and forrow : 
but I took up my croſs, and went immediately to 
Bally garane (where were a Colony of Germans) 
and preached that night, O what ts needful for 
a Miniſter of Jeſus! What faith, love, purity, 
divine light, life and ſtrength, to finiſh his couric 
with joy ! 

„Meeting the Penitents, I could hardly ſpeak 
in the laſt prayer, I was 10 overpowered with the 
preſence and majeſty of God. 

«© I roſe carly this morning, after watering my 

illow with my tears more than ever I remember 
to have done before, | 

„ Throughout the various exerciſes of the day, 
I had ſtrong aſſurance, that the Lord would cter- 
nally ſave me; eſpegtally as J fat at dinner, con- 
verſing with my Brethren of the things of God. 

«& Having this evening to myſelf without 
preaching, (a rare thing with him) I ſhut myſelf 
up, and ſought the Lord with prayers and tears, 
Shew me, my Lord, thy glory! or let me die 
that I may ſec thee! If I cannot perfectly love 
thee, and do thy Will upon carth, ſend for me, 
and take my ſoul to heaven. But Lord, God, 
haſt thou not ſpoken by Mofes, Deut. xxx. 6, and 
by Ezek. xxxvi. 23-32, If theſe are thy words, 
and promiſes, I pray and plead, that they may be 
fulfiiled in me, according to their utmoſt extent, 
O come and baptize me with fire! 


* He was then going to Englund the third, and which was 
2he laſt time, 


Matth. x, 37. t Luke ix 60. 
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At prayer with ſome friends, the Lord ap- 
plied powerfully to my heart, © Go, and fin no 
more.“ I believe it is his Will, that from this 
moment I ſhould hn no more; and that I ſhould 
have ſuch a Faith, as never to depart from Chriſt 
in thought, word, or deed; that ſo, being in- 
ſeparably one with him, I ſhould walk in the 
Spirit, and fing and praiſe him ever morc! Angeis 
pruiſe my Saviour! 

** 1757. Sunday, All the day I was happy in 
my Lord, rejoicing in confidence, that he would 
ſuave meeternally. I could pray, and love, and weep, 

lt was a day of great bleſſing, and of great 
trials, I came home through much ſnow and 
rain. But it was all {weet with Chriſt. I called 
on the ſtrong for ſtrength; and after meditation, 
laid me down in peace. 

„% Thurſday. I employed all the day in reading 
the Hebrew and Great Scriptures, ſave fome time 
which I fpent in endeavouring to convince a man 
that there is Salvation for a perion, though he does 
not make uſe of the Liturgy of the Church of 
England. 

„ With a heart full of matter, I preached on 
Eph. iv. 10. I could truly fay. the law of thy 
mouth is dearer unto me, than thouſands of gold 
and ſilver. 

« At dinner my ſoul was ſweetly drawn out 
after God. I felt ſuch an allurance of eternal 
ſalvation, as I never had before; net with fuch 
a degree of clearneſs of evidence. 

1 wept and praycd before the Lord, that he 
would wi 
all his children, It was a happy day. 

felt great love to all mankind. My ſoul 
pleaded with God in their behalf. O Jeſus, haſten 
thy kingdom, Come and put a period to fin and 
miſery! O my God, fuller not a vain thought to 


live in me. I never can reſt till Jefus has pourcd 


kis humble, pure, and happy mind into my foul. 
For ſome moments I did taſte of the felicity of 
heaven; 


e me entirely pure in heart, and bleſs 


— 
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heaven; but through pain and unbelicf, it was of 
ſhort continuance. 

« Friday, It being the public Faſt, I preached 
on Ifaiah lviii. 3. It was a day of feaſting to my 
ſoul, With great delight I reſtzd in my God. 
And it ſeemed to me, that the people of God were 
not to ſuffer. Hereaſter it will be; but at preſent, 
the grand controverſy is with antichriſt.“ Jeſus 
will avenge the quarrel of his Covenant, 

« I ſeck perfection, and uninterrupted com- 
munion with the blelled God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghot. True, I am not worthy of the 
crumbs under thy table; yet J look through thy 
rich grace, for all the precious bleſſings of the 
new Covenant, 

„Sunday. This was a glorious day indeed. 
Great and marvellous were the bleſings which 
God beſtowed upon me. He blelſes me im every 
duty ; all is uſeful; all work together for my 
good, 

„ Teſus was with me in all I did. He gave 
me light, love, joy, peace, and ſtrength in all. 
In his Spirit I went to reſt. 

« Wherever I was, and what ſoever I did, my 
ſoul delighted in God: never had I deeper, or 
more {weet manifeſtations of his gracious preſence. 
1 could not but praiſe him, and thirit for more 
perfect union with him! Surely this is the fore- 


taſte of glory! O if Chriſtians did but rightly 


* For ſome conſiderable time before, and during great part- 
of his laſt ſickneſs, his thoughts entered deeply into the Pro. 
phecics of Danicl and the Revelation. He calculated the times. 
with great exactnefs, and ſpared no labour and pains to be 


fully informed concerning the great things which thoſe pallages. 


infiguate, Rill await the world, In ſhort he was wrap: up in 
thoſe future ſcenes, haſtening to the coming of the Son of God, in 
his Kingdom of Grace and Giory, His opinion was, that great 
and amazing things were at the very doors, and has frequenily 
faid to a young man, My Brother, if you live to the years 
of a man (meauing threeſcore and ten) you. ſhall ſee theſe 
things.” 


underſtand 
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underſtand the nature, power, and extent of the 
Kingdom of God in the foul, I am perſuaded they 
would not reſt ſatished with bare pardon of fin, 
when they may have perfect and uninterrupted 
reſt! If once fin be totally deſtroyed, and the 
ſpirit Glled with the light, and love of God, it is 
then neither hurt nor kindered by any perſon or 
thing; but Readily goes on its heavenly journey, 
uniting to Chriit, more and more daily. It does 
not yet appear what we ſhall be, even in this world. 

„ O Chriſt, what haſt thou done for me! Whar 
ſhall I ſay of, or unto thee? This I ſay, that 1 
Jove thee! O let it be with all my heart, and 
ſoul, and mind, and ſtrength. At interceſſion, I 
felt ſuch a preſence of God, as utteily amazed 
me. O glorious Lord, how ſhall I bleſs thee ! 

„% My heart continually reſted in God, and 
drank of the living waters; yea, my very body 
was ſupported by the joy wherewith my ſoul 
as refreſhed : ſo that after preaching three times 
to-day, beſide viſiting the fick, and well; my 
Krength was more than when | rolc in the morning. 

„ Saturday, March 12, 1757. Preparing for a 
Mort journey to-day, and laying up my books, I 
Felt ſome little diſtraction. I could bleſs God, 
however, that I had not money to lay up, Alas, 
for the rich of this world : how are they to be 

itied! How hardly can they be ſaved? Jeſus, 
make and keep me poor in ſpirit; nor ſuffer this 
world ever to defile me. Sufier not my ſoul to 
cleave to the duſt, but cauſe all my affettions to 
flow towards thyſelf, I would not live upon 
earth, I deſire, pray, and labour, that my heart 
may be in heaven, with Chriſt my Head, 

Sunday 13. I converſed with one to-day, who 
told me, thut tor fourteen years laſt paſt, ſhe never 
Found any unhappinefs, but always rejoiced in the 
love of God. Before and after Sacrament, I found 
ſuch defirc,.as almoſt made my heart break. My 
Jou! and fleſh cried. mourned, and wept for the 
perfect love of Cod. There is a beauty and 
12 | excellence 
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excellence in Holineſs, which has quite won my 
heart. 

« I felt a deep neceſſity of conitant and habitual 
preparation for death, 

% All day, both in reading, prayer, and con» 
verſation, I felt ſomething of that promiſe, John 
iv. 14. I look for Religion to polleſs, and en- 
tirely change me. I ſee and fee}, that CEriſtianity 
is ſomething divine, living, generous, powerful, 
and internal. It is God dwelling in the Soulof Man, 
2 Cor. vi. 16. 

Friday 18, I praved, and read till twelve. 
My body began then to complain, It does not like 
faſting; but my ſoul did banquet on the rich de- 
licacies of the love and promiſes of God, I am 
in the way to heaven; but I want a heavenly 
nature, heaven within me. My ſoul can be fatil- 
ned with nothing leſs than God, Jeſus, my dear 
Jeſus, let me ever eſteem thy Blood, and Righte- 
ouſneſs above the whole world! Through thee I 
come to God, By thee I enter heaven. Thou 
art Heaven. 

„ From the labour of this day, I was truly 
tired in body; but thankful and ſerene in ſpirit. 
I had no raviſhing joy, nor overflowings of 
love. 

„My heart wag penetrated with the goodneſs 
and love of God. I ſee ſtill more clearly, that 
Love is the fulfilling of the Law—ſupreme, con- 
ſtant and perfect Love of God, and pure Benes 
volence to the whole of human kind. 


Happy Soul, when once renew'd, 
God in thee, and thou in God, 
Only feel'{t within thee move 
Tenderneſs, Compaſhon, Love, 
Love unmenſe, and unconfin'd, 
Love to all of human-kind, 

Love, which willeth all ſhould live, 
Love, which all to al! would give, 


Love 
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Love, that over all prevails, 

Love, that never. never fails: 
Stand ſecure, for thou ſhalt prove 
All th' eternity of Love! 


„ There is, there can be no higher, no better, 
no ſweeter Divinity than this, My ,d ts mine, 
and I am his O my ſoul reſt in this! Be ſatisſicd, 
and fafe in the protecting, ſanctifying, and rc- 
viving love of /nmanucl, God with mr. 

The gad chapter of Exodus came in my courſe 
of reading to-day. And O what pleading and 
communion between Moſes and his God! Iappy 
man! who converied with the glortous fehovah, 
face to face.“ And yet St, John ſeems to exprets 
tomething higher and ſweeter than even this, fit 
Epiſtle i. g. For certainly internal union with 
God, and a fulnels of his Spirit, are more excel- 
lent than any external manifeſtation can be. 

« This was one of my bleſſed days, wherein I 
had a fore-taſte of the powers and glory of the 
world to come, 

6 I retired a few minutes after five, to wait for 
the coming of Jeſus. My foul is all dchre after 
Chriſt. I am reſolved to love and ſerve him, ſo 
as I have never vet done. Come Holy Ghoſt, and 
kindle the fire within my breaſt. 

„From a quarter after four this morning till 
ten, I ſpent in prayer, and reading the Scriptures, 
and ſuch humiliation of foul, ſuch a ſenſe of my 
vileneſs I hardly ever felt. It was genuine, godly 
forrow indeed, with a clear fight of the odiouinels 
of ſin. I believe the firit time I ever hknned, was 
brought to my remembrance, My head was as 
waters, and my heart as wax belore the fire. But 
all the time, I had a clear ſenſe of the love of God; 
a witneſs that I was accepted in the Beloved, 

* That is, with a degree of familiarity and acceſs, which was 
not allowcd to any of the other Patriarchs o Prophets. For 


Aridi) ſpeaking, no Alan hath ſeen God at any time, 
and 


4 
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and all the day after, my ſoul delighted itſelf in 
the Lord. 

« [ ought to eſteem mylelf unworthy of any 
comfort; my fins having juſtly deſerved dam- 
nation, The Blood of Chriſt is of Infinite value 
and ctficacy : otherwiſe, I ſhould never be ſaved, 
Infirmities, ſo called, which once I paſſed Over 
without much remoric, now appear heinous, black, 
and damnable; and if God did not ar witheols 
with my Spirit, that they are all formen, would 
fink me into milery, People are fe! un ſuffict- 
cently ſeufible of the odiouinels of pride, anger, 
internal concup!tence, or an inordivate love of 
the creature: together with the negle@ of ſelf- 
denial, and bearing the dulv Crols, 
overlooked : yea, ſome even plead 
tempt to juſtify them. Lord, let me never be an 
advocate for the Devil, Give me grace heartily 
to love thoſe who tell me of my faults. Search 
dat my lin, till thou find none. My whole truſt 
13 in the Blood of Jeſus, I have no other plea ; 
for this one is enough; it will, it doth prevail 
with Cod, and bring my ſoul to glory. 

In my cloſet the former part of this day was 
made indeed a time of love. I felt ſuch {weet- 
nels. and divine iclicity in my foul, and by Faith 
baheld the glory of God in ſuch a manner as 
words cannot deſcribe, I ſaw and taſted God in 
all things. My Lord Jeſus Chriſt appeared wonder- 
ful to me indeed, Iſaiah ix. 6. Praiſe, bleſſing, 
honour, glory, and thankſgiving he aſcribed to 
the tloly and adorable Trinity. What could I 
have believed, what underſtood of thee, unleſs 
thou my Lord hadit revealed it to me ?P* O Love 
divine! O the wiſdom, and power of God, 

luman tongue cannot expreſs, nor Angel minds 
concerve, how great and wonderful they are in the 
Saints; by whom God is glorified, and in whom 


Thele are 
+} DAR 
for, and at- 


5 He ſcems to refer to ſome 


1 ; patticular communication from 
God of ns Triune Majeſty, 


Chriſt 
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Chri& is juſtified by the Spirit, (1 Tim. iii. 16. To 


whom heaven is, as it were let down, and whom 
eternal glory momentarily awaits! They now 
drink of the Rivers of Pleaſure ; of the Well of 
Life; and are warmed with the beams of the 


Divine Sun! They are delighted with praiſes, 
allurcd bv plea fates; clot hed with light, and hlled 


with God! 115 lelujahk !- 4 men,” 


. 
The fame Sub continue. 


K continued advancement of his foul in the 
knowledge of God. is very diſcernable in the 
precedi ng ſketch of his Experience : although 11 
the ex pre -Nion Of it, and of what follows in par- 
ticular, he ſeems often at a loſs for words ; human 
language falling fo far ſhort of thoſe things of Cod, 
which can only be {piritually diſcerned. intholc 
collections we ſce a ſoul peculiarly remarkable 
for a daily, ſerious, ſteady, exact and uniform 
courſe of walking inwardly with God, and attend— 
ing outwardly on all the precepts of the Gufpel, 
He poured out his thoughts from the treafury of 
his heart. for his own ſole uſe; for the more 
effectual promotion of his intercourſe with God, 
and for the better adjuſtment of all his ſpiritual 
concerns. 

„% 1757. I was up before five, read and praved 
till I went to Chapel, I felt IP The Lord 
knows what! In the evening we (the Society) 
met together in order to dev vte ourſelves to God 
a-freſh, by renewing our Covenant with him, 
My and was greatly humbled before God, and felt 
that for my backflidings he might juſtly . Calt 
me off; {although ! have not wickedly departed 


from my God,) am! for my blots and hort comings, 


Je ſus 
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ſelus, however, I know ſtands my Advocate, and 
becauſe he lives, I live atio, 

I role early, and after Prayer and ſermon, 
communicated, The adorable Saviour gæve me A 
taite of his ſweetneſs, and a fight of his glory. 
| read, prayed, and converied with Chriſtian 
Friends the reit of the day; waiting for perfect 
Love, and exhorted others carnettiy to {eek aſter 
the fame, Surely nothing is io delirable as this, 
God in us is the very Perfection of Golpel Holi— 
ncls, No man can be thoroughly bletled till this 
unmixed Love of God purthes his heart, and fill 
his whole ſoul, 

+ Although my employment is various, yet 1 
refur all things to God. 

„ In all 1 did all dav, God was my life, my 
oy, and my {trength, is Love was as fire within 
me, I never. felt ſuch- a burning in my heart. 
before. 0 Jeſus, What haft thou done for me! 

+ I law this day, on a veiy trifling occaſion, the 
necellity of having ſupernatural light, and a wit- 
nel> from God in all things, even the COMMON 

„Haits of life, that I pleate him. Some things 
occur which ſeem to be in equilibrio, fo that one 
rav calon {or ours, an. l nut be ble to turn the 
icale, O may I never want light from God, 
whereby I may clearly diſcern what 1 1 t to do. 
and what avoid! And O let me have t thy firength 
alſo, or the light that is in me will be tärned to 
arb neſs; for alas, I often ice my war, but am 
ame, or drag ON heavily FL ©, g 


Experience but too plainly ſhews, 

1hat man can act againit "the truth he knows, 

„Happy the man who gives u ip all for Chriſt, 
Who having diſcovered, that the favour and en- 
jJoyment of God is the pearl of great proce, ſells all 
earth ly loves, and longs khn t he may freely 
receive the ut alpcakat le gift of Gd. 


£) © Soon 


4 
EY 


158 THE LIFE AND DEATH 
" 


Soon after ten, I lay down, but could no! 
ſleep, through a deep and comfortable ſenſe of the 
love of Chiiſt. His Spirit reſted upon me, and 
made my heart flame with love to my God, and my 
All. It never entered into my heart to concerve 
the loving him with all the heart, till he revealed 
it to me by his Spirit, 

„Throughout the whole of my progreſs, J fee] 
that Satan is my enemy, but Jeſus is my friend. 
Therefore I fear not; my Lord will fave me from 
every evil work, and preſerve me to his heavenly 
kingdom. 5 

„ The fire of divine love burned inceſſantly in 
my ſoul. Yet I perceive 1 muſt ftill wear ſome 
of the marks of my captivity, namely, ſickneſs, in- 
firmity, and death. My ſoul would fain fly up to 
God, but I am yet d-tained. I converſed with 
ſome eminent Chriſtians, and Jeſus fuliilled his 
word, being with us of a truth, 

e This day was as yeiterday, and much more 
abundantly. Indeed I can declare how greatly the 
Lord abaſed my ſoul, and broke me as it were in 
pieces, I could not perceive, that any fin had 

lace in me ; but I wait for a ſtrongerevidence 
that I am made pure in heart. O God, ſhew me 
what by grace I am! Shew mc if there be Pride, 
Anger, or Unbelief in my heart, Jeſus, Son of the 
living God, ſend down the Holy Ghoſt from the 
Father, to bear me witneſs, and to {tins upon thy 
own work, Humble and prove, but ſtrengthen 
and comfort me too, I am thine. There is not 
one doubt in my heart, but thou wilt ſave me for 
ever. I ſing praiſes! Te deum is ſweet to me; fo 
is the Megnificat, and the Nunc Dinuttis, O what 
has God wrought forme! Jeſus,thou art my ſtrength 
and righteouſneſs! J an ſafe in thee, thou art my 
rock ! Salvation is unto me for walls and bulwarks, 

Having preached on, obtain promiſes, and 
having met the Society, I retired about ten: it was 
a Mal day to my foul. I do feel from experience 
and ripture, that God has indeed changed my 

heart, 
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heart, and deſtroyed the works of the devil, My 
kcart cried for humility and love; the whole 
mind of Chriſt, 

„ The love of Goa {till increaſcd more abun- 
dantly than ever; the fire burned vehemently 

zithin me. I ſaw more cl-arly, that God had 
Hoody Yer” th ine in his favour; and that all was 
5 and aſſurance for cver. I am aſtoniſhed 

at the gift of God, and am willing if it Pleaſeth 
ß to Ty hated of all for his Namc's ſake. I will 
ſing of mercy and judgment. 

„This day I was forcly tempted, Lord Jeſus, 
thou knowelt what my temptations arc. I would 
rather die than deny thee by inning again{t thee, 
Thou ſeeſt my ſumple heart. O guard Fand cover 
my head, My enemies are many, ſubtle, power- 
ful, and malicious; but thou. art greater than 
them all. O God, thou art my friend, and ſtrong 
helper, I will truſt, and not be afraid, 

« I ſenſibly felt the Lord impreſſing his image 
on my ſoul, O perfect love! *Tis all in all in 
religion. I want it above every thing, even this 
fulneſs of God in Chriſt, 

© The Lord gives me to drink of his love as 
out of a river. All things work together for my 

00d, May every one that is godly, praiſe him 
or this, and truſt in his Name for ever! 

6& I took to my bed, through violence of pain 
in my head, and other ſymptoms of a fever, 1 
reſigned myſelf to God, and was unmoved. I 
wept with gratitude to my good God, My fever 
ſoon abated, and in the night I got reſt, So 
graciouſly does he deal with me! 

« At the Lord's Table, I had not only a clear 
witneſs that all was forgiv en me; but likewiſe 
{trong.allurance, that God had purihed my heart 
by faith. My ſoul was deeply affected with his 
love. The bleſſed Jeſus is preſent with, and 
precious to me, O lei my foul adore the Lord, 


and tell of his works with gladneſs, Let this be 


written for the generations to come. 


O 2 „love, 


100 THE LIFE AND pr AT 


] love, rejoice arid vive thanks, I can trily 
lay, that thou O Lord art my God for ever aud 
vel ! | 

„ cannot be truly content, 7 25 when 1 fcc] 
my heart penetrated with thy go Mets: [ would 
be always prailing thee. and ling of thy love, 
O Jeſus. Ihou makeſt ny cup to run over, 

a ! wept with <> {enic 4 tho goodnets Ot Goc 
o nme, and found all my depend ance on Chritt. 
Chriſt alone! He makes mc to rejoice in his fa! 
vation. Htrs blood, end not ny 1 holineſs, Or uſe- 
fulnefs is the only cate of ;: „acceptance, aid ſinal 
Juſtification, | O who can bear prac and rejuicd 
in conte mpt f ? Only he that is ful! y cructhed will 
Chrilt, This is my aun, to burn — to {lame with 
Pure love to God, Nothing less than the fal! 
enjoyment of hun, ſhall ever ſatisfſv mc, iiy 
preſence makes my heaven. O praiie the Lond, 

e ſervants of the Lord. all ye that do his 
caſure! Why am I not lot in aſtoniſhment 


4 
C 
10 


and love! 0 the g060dnels and condelceniion of 


the bleſſed Jeſus : 

6& I was this day extremely ill in body; there 
was a burning all over nn fleſh, But God was 
the reſt and life of my fou: who, notwithſtanding 
my ſickneſs, enabled me to continue in prayer 
and reading his word; voa, there was a burning 
of love in my heart, Q DL 
boundle s le a, ANCL tloſen my cit in 

„ Trials bone juſt at hand, that word was re- 
markably a pplicd to my heart. ow : th 
wn Lrouble. 

„ This afternoon, taking a view of my whole 
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lite, from my infancy, the manner of 51 ringin 9 me 
Ui, Ge. 1 cou! (| 110 b: . 4 (uni: 1 1d acloro th 
Wer Pi; ig: the goodvels of Gott for his dealings with 


me. I was an ignorant, poor finer; having vo 
knowledge of Go: , and little ofthis world. Bat 


y 


x 
the Lord looked upon me, ata lad unto me u:? 


My foul doth praiſe and magnify his name to 
- — / 
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ever! O for an enlarged heart! Jeſus, thou art 
my {trength, 

J believe great things are at hand for me. 
This was one of my beſt days. Nothing will ſa— 
art, me tiil John: xiv. 23, is more fully than ever 
fulflled in me: And my Father will love hum, and 
0% will come unto him. and make our ahode with him. 
Jeſus ſaith, I come quickly. Lord Jeſus come! My 
foul burns with dehre. I pant for the 1; ving God. 
O ſtrengthen me to do always the things that 
pleaſe thee ! I believe thou wilt fully and finally 
{ave me. 

« O what a myſtery is the love of Chriſt! How 
ſweet a banque i How delicious a wine! Lord 
thou haſt iſhed me with thy love! Death is 
10w ſweet tome; and eternity affords me a moſt 
bleſſed and glorious hope. O what has God 
done for me! Holy Lord, accept of my heartieft 
praiſe, and the molt perfect love that 1 at preſent 
can gIV S. 

„Both my body and ſoul were affected, with 
the great power of God reſting upon me this day, 
My hole nature bowed before the preſent 
Deity; and his high praiſes were 1n my mouth. 
He fd unto my ſoul, „Thou art made whole. 

6: I replicd, Lord. 1 believe.” 

&« In the midi} of a varie ty of critical circum- 
ſtances, my conſcience was kept pure. Ile d lat 
walketh uprightly, walket 2 furtiy. And what can 
harm you, if ye be Sellers of that whici is good? 

& M y ſoul longs for fuller union with God; 
for more of the root and fruit of holinef, l, Faith, 
and love. O let me lean on thy breait, and kits 
thy feet. Keep me my Lord in thy Polym, 

„% Humility was my delight this day, I feel 
within me that power of love which Mall never 
fall. Jeſus will be my full, my everlaſting Saviour, 

All day my cup ran over. I came to my 
room both wet and weary, and lay down happy. 
My ſpirit {till magnifies the Lord, I reſt in un- 
Ile giveth his Beloved reſt, 
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© To rejoice evermore. is my portion undo; tle 
} 


og 707108 z * "I 3-4 2 en 3 
ſun. My heart dillolves with the goodneſs of Go, 


of i + 114 . 557 
I ruly thou art untes me a Mace 7. brond ers, 


Iſaiah xxxiii. Bleſled. be the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt! A ijtranger imtermeddleth not with 
the happinefs which I feel! The half cannot b 


told. O. it is heaven upon cart! After ſeveral 
4441 es 3 faith. love. and raver. 1 lav do u 15 
In peace. My ncart is full ; and 


LS Py - 1 * 
A point my good, 2 drop my ſtore, 


Kager I aik, and pant for more. 


1 La ISS, "HF ' 1 
<< () how ſweet is it to retire from the world! 
Vea, even from converic with, the holieſt Chri. 
1 8 . + f R 
tians, to wait upon God alone; and to get cloſer 


acquaintance with the blelled jeius, IIappy the 
man that can go to God at any time, praying to 
him, with faith and fervency, My God, all my 
ſoul cries aloud for more of thy light and love. 
Manifeſt thyſelf more fully within me! 

% Lord, I know not that there is any ond living, 


that has greater cauſe to love, and ſerve. thee. 1: 
truth, than myſelf; for thy ways of love towards 
me, have been, and ſtill are, very wonderful; 0 
how many ins hat thou torg. ven me? How many 
ſnares of the Devil katit thou broken, and delivered 
me from? 4tiow many pains and afflictions haſt 
thou ſupperted me under? How many fears and 
ſorrows haſt thou, from tune to time, baniſhed 
from my heart? 'Thou halt given me allo of thy 
gifts; and with reverence 1 ſpeak it, thou hait 
given me thy grace. Illion halt ſent me to preach 
thy word, and given me favour in the eyes of the 
people; neither have 1 ſpent my ſtrength in vain, 
I believe, Lord, thou hait given me thylelf, and 
that thou wilt give me in, and with thee, both 


$race and glory ! 


Come Lord, thy Spirit bids thee come, 
Give me thy ſalf, «nl take me ome, 


De 
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Po now the glorious earneſt giv n, 

The counſel of thy grace tulhl, 

{x * . 11 p 518 come, thy pertect will 


- 7 1 fo Me "3 
Be done in cartii, as 'tis in heav'n, 
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Ktravagance. It ſcems however a 
sere rule, that Whatloever promotes or increaſes 
pu: ite and mecknets, love towards God, and our 
ighbour, mult be from heaven, And whatſoever 
does not tend to this, ought to be rejected, But O 
what need is there here, of ſpiritual diſcernment, 
to diſtinguiſh between the real graces of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the counterfeit appearances of the Devil 
and ſelf-love! God of truth, and of love, lead and 
eftabliſh my ſoul in the paths of Juſtice, Mercy, 
Truth, and Humility, Make me of a quick un- 
derſtanding in thy fear; nor leave me a moment 
to my own wiſdom, or ſtrength, My help cometh 
from the Lord, who made heaven and earth, 
Praiſe the Lord O my foul ! 

« | adore thee, O my God, that thou halt made 
it Jawful for me to pray to thee, O, how great 
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is thy condeſcenſion to regard ſuch a poor creature 


5 me! I wall exto! thy goodneſs, O Lord, my King, 
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& All day long my heart burned with the love 
of God. My deſires were unutterable ; but he 
who knows the mind of the tpirit, will grant me 


all my petitions, 
« ] had cloſe trials; but the conſolations of 


God were ſo many and ſo ſtrong, that I was 
bore above them, My body and ſoul were ex- 
cceding'y ſtrengthened by the divine grace. The 
Baptiſm of fire I experieace more than ever. But 
ſtill Jam a poor creature. 

„O how ſoon will this dream cf liſe be coded! 
Lord, I long to ſee thee as thou art. Give me 
patience gracious Lord. 

«© For about two hours in my room, I found 
ſuch communion with God, as my pen cannot 
Write: no, it is beyond the power of words. to 
deſcribe the happineſs which I felt. Alas! that 
men ſhould be ſo ungrateful to God. and ſuch 
enemies to their own Joul, as not to ſeek happi— 
neſs in jeſus. O the delight of a foul fully united 
to God. 

&« At his table, the Lord met me this day, in a 
wonderful manner. My whole frame was ſo af- 
fected and overpowered, that I was ready to reſign 
my ſoul into his hands. 

« 1 was ſtill more deeply ſenſible of Cod's 

reſence, I cannot tell what I then felt. It was 
the work of God; but he knows in what manner, 
and degree, The re {pread : the light ſhined ; 
and the power wrought: in ſhort, God within me 
lived ! Sing a new long, O my toal ; ling with a 
mighty voice, Proclaim to angels and men, the 
goodneſs of the Lord, fetus heip me to praiſe 
thee yet more and more ! 

I met with feveral trials to-day, but it was 

ven me to bear them clicerfully, and to praiſe 
the Lord, who has given me integrity of heart, 
and ſimplicity of intention, in alt my ways. 
Lord, I love thee. I will praiſe thy name yet 

more, even for ever and ever, 
«KO how 
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O how plain is it, that God reveals to babes, 

fe gracious things which are, hid from the wie 
and prudent 310 doth he magnity his mercy, and 
(lain the Y ride of human glory. 1 


48 
In my cloikt l 
We pt much, that I mi ight bc more ! Aled Wt) God 
than ever. 

« ] thirſted and prayed this day to be with him. 


My whole Sen Kas in a flame for God, O for 
Al 918 Faith t lee un continua TIT > 4 | 


1 ord, 1 {111 lorely de 131 tec, but th 0 com- 
Fort 10 me. I am Ha ippy in tr. 7 love. Still open 
F%” kingdom IQ T5 tul! * and POWwe: fully U Hh 


„ land as in the preſence of God; The awe 
or God I fect reſts upon my ſoul. O how dread- 
ful, and yet how e is this place! Lord Jeſu, 
thou art mandel, God with me / 

* I mourncd for the fins of the people, and 
found a willingneſs even to lay down my lite, if 
that would ſave them from hell. Mar ny wept, 
and trembled. O the depths of love in God! 


* 1 felt this dav an ardent deſire to ſuffer for his 
zweaknels. 
«© Being much diſturbed by dreams, I roſe carly, 
and called upon God. I continued reading, Pray - 
. O! \ 
molliſied, and deeply humbled. ſoul adored 
IMMANUEL, and delired to die, 2 than offend 
nim. 
NIA. ity, and exalted be th y Name. Let the carth 
ard hcavens pra! e and proclaim thy orcatnels and 
glory, Jeſus. I love and adore thce! My foul's 
2 
© J was told of ſome who ſp: kecvilof me. 1 
Tray ea 10 V myiclt, and FO ti: eim; and truly the 
Fhatallcavenisthis! 
5 Alth ug an love An © Joy 11 1 ed and 465 wed in moe, 
VEL K ** > 4 uad. tu; 1 IT&g 101 eing ron 
yet I wept and made fupplication, b ſtrongly 


Name's ſake, though I am conſcious of my own 

ing, and weeping, til ſeven in the Ih nf os 1 was 
4 

„ O0 God, thou art my God, Blcfcd be thy 
delight is in ther ! 

bove of Cod was as a mi ghty bre in my foul, O 
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tempted by the Devil. Ah Lord, thou knoweft 
my tate and trials. My deſire is before thee, and 
my groanings are not hid from thee. IIaſt thou 
made me pure, and fealed me thine for ever! 
Shine on thy work, and bear thy witneſs with my 
heart, Suffer not thy Servant to be of a doubtful 
mind, : 

© I had a moſt comfortable morning: God 
did indeed bleſs, comfort, and eſtabliſh me 
ſoul. And I continued in this fervor of love all 
da. 

I fee, that I ought to be much in prayer for 
the Holy Ghoſt. I plainly perceive that to be 
taught by him for one hour, is more profitable to 
the foul than many days reading. 

+ I was extremely ill with pain in my bowels : 
however, I viſited and exhorted the people, and 
God gave me entire reſignation, 

« J ſpent ſeveral hours in private, begging of 
God to enable me to fulfil the Law of Love, 1 
fecl fo as I cannot write, the extent of Chriſtian 
Obedience, How deep, how wide ! 

« O what a day of trial and conſolation was 
this! 

& Deliver me O Lord from the ſtrife of tongues, 
and from the ungodly, who are a yard of thine, 
I found in retirement this day ſore itruggles, and 
deep conſolation. 

O how great is the profit of ſimple prayer, 
and diligent reading of the holy Scriptures ? 
They are I find, of ſingular ſervice to me. uy 
ſoul is calmed, ſweetened, melted, invigorated, 
and ſenſibly ſtrengthened in the exerciſe of theſe 
holy duties. I weep and pray, and give thanks : 
yet till, I want deeper repentance, and much 
more humility. I would be penetrated with the 
ſenfe of my own helplefſneſs; and I do not find 

ower equal to my will, I live, however, by 
Faith, and find God unſpeakably, and continually 
preſent, 


„ My 
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& My ſoul was ſolidly happy, and longing for 
Humility. I deſiie to be ſimple, and filled more 
abundantly with love to God and my neighbour. 

] never felt ſuch gratitude to God, as I did 
this day, for bringing me from the idolatry of the 


Romifh Church. My heart was grieved in reading | 


ſome of their horrid dodtrines “ about Saints, and 
Images. O God, thou haſt done this for me ; and 
thou haſt done many thouſand things beſide for 
me; and now I belecch thee do this tor me, give 
me a humble, thankful and penitent heart, 

„This was a feaft, and a faſt day to my foul. 
All the ordinances of God are exceeding precious 
and profitable to me. 

„ I was all day deeply engaged with God; 
wept much, and prayed carneſtly, yet I had not 
much joy. I had a full and firm confidence that 
he would fulfil his word of promiſe to my ſoul, 
My weakneſs can do nothing without thy power, 
I lay hold on thy flrength, and offer myſelf to 
thy holy Will. O let me glorify thee, as well by 
fuJering as by doing. 

„This morning I met with a woman where 1 
breakfaſled, who was cxceeding happy in Cod. 
A few weeks ago I met her in the fame place, but 
ihe was then utterly dead and careleſs, I ſpoke 
plainly to her, and at parting, after prayer, ſaid, 
is I pray God you may never reſt till you reſt in 
Chriſt.” The words were applied to her heart, 
and her burden increaſed every day, ſo that ſhe 
was brought almoſt to black deſpair, when God 
revealed his love in her heart, She could now 
icarce tell it through weeping, O what a God 18 
the God of the Chriſtians! 


In prayer my ſoul was happier than ever in 
the thought, © I ſhall live with God for ever,” 


Ile was about this time employed in reading Biſhop (Mer 


famous Diſputation with the Jeſuiis in Ireland. And of this. 


book be ſays, “ I cannot think that a Papiſt who has learning 
aud the fear of God, can, after reading it; remain in the Errors 
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“ Dulneſs and wandering would creep upon 
me, but prayer ſcatters every obſtacle. 

T Jan. 1, 1758. Sunday. We met at four, an: 
after prayer I preached on P ſalm xc. 12. We hu: 
the good Mr. —— at the Chapel, whoſe humility 
and fervor. more than compenſated for the irre— 
gularity of his ſermon. I have had mich more 
h-ppinelſs on other days, than on this {at buth, tho? 
not more ſincerity and relignation. 1 feet my 
weakneſs, and confels my ignorance, aud implore 
oy wildom and power of God, ; 

Aſter being lome hours in my room,” the fire 
from heaven went throuch me, and I could prallte 

the Lord conti: 1ally, tor his gavdnels to me... 1 
find ſuch an impre! Tron of lis} power and love, as 

annot be e d in words, 

This whole ſabbath was both a ,, aud Ho- 
. e to me. Such revelations of God's gage. 
neſs; ituch manifeitation of his Spirit, and tuch 
operations of his love, I never falt. y very 
anward man was affected and refreſhed. It can— 
Not be declared what I then felt. O there 1s mich 
in theſe words, Te fall be baptifed with tne Il. 
Gho#t and with fire, W hatſoever 1 did, the Lord 
made it to proſper, O holy Father, Tet all the 
OG of heaven praiſe and adore thy name ! 

As I walked through the ſtreet, he enilamed 
my heart with delire toliv eto him org GC than ever 
I had done, 

6 God is love. This is the foundation of all 
my hopes. I fee! much ſhame, becauſe of my in- 
armities; but I nave alſo {weet confolations. 

„was ſeized with a violent pain in my ſto— 
mach and was exceeding ill; however by the 
mercy and power of God, I went thro gh the du- 
ties of the day with delight, and could thank God 
tor pain. fo as I never could before. 

As I read my Greek Teſtament this morning,; 

my ſoul magnifie d the Lord for the de -(cription. and 
progreis of his work, contained in the Acts of the 

Apoſtles, 
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e dtes. And while I am now writing, my ſoul 
18 To cheered with the fire of love, as I cannot 
deſeribe. 

& Locd. I have not publicly preached for thes 
(nis dav. (Which was indeed an um faal thing wð 1b tl 
him) but 1 have had many bi lings from thee, and 
1 f in thay work. I beleech thee 
Pils the li5ours of thy more faithful Servants, 
whom I have heard. 

i have orcat cauſe to praiſe Gol, that I am free 
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3 pe Nabe Tr <1 Chrit 7 11 the Lord. fo 
1% 1 ye ti Heme V: it the dutics of the day, pub- 
ic 9210 private, God Was excecdin? gly Srac! 10115 to 
me. I believe I never felt ſuch rer azth of love, 
1 was in truth t of lee. I could not tulliciently 
as > Him. All words come far fhort of what I 
felt, Lord, thou halt given me much favour in 
5 the 
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the eyes of this people. They ſew it by words 
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with the goodneſs of God. I converſed with 
three Gentiemen, my companions in the coach, 
on divine ſubjects. 1 prayed carnciily to God 
de fore 1 et out, that my Fellow-travellers might 
ot fwcar or curſe, and the Lord heard me; for. ſo 
it was; they rather approved of Scripture Sub- 


jekts and S1adies. O the joy of a good confcience : 
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God. The Lord ſupplies the abſcnce of ; 
and all things that are dear tO us. His preſence 
dur paradiſe. It is not where, but what we 
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«Thurſday 23. A. Briſtol, 1 met Mr. W. I. 
under whoſe preaching God gave me the clear 
Wäitnels of his forgiving love. Our mecting was 
for the better. 45 iron harpenecſi tron. fo dot li the 
countenance of a man R friend, We rememberec 
the years of the right hand of the moſt Hin: and 
how the Lord filled our mouths with laughter, 
nen he brought pack our Captivity. Lord, bleis 
is man, and make him faithful in all things! 
And now that 1 em come to this City to preach 
the Goſpe! of the Kingdom, and ſpend my lite and 
thy ſervice alli ſt me. O Lord, and 
make thy goodneſs known to me. Give me 
wiſdom and ſtrength. O help me, Lord Jetus, to 


Jorify thy Name. Amen. 

« I read through to day, the Epiſtle of St. James. 
And 1 do not wonder that the proud. the ſenſual, 
und die lovers of the world, yea ail the ungodly of 
che carth, ſhould find fault with it. In prayer 
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terlperſed win intervals of comparative e healt] wu 
ſtreng: h. admitted of his ſtill going on in the 
Re” of his calling. Hut by his laſt Gckneſs is 
3 — 8 2 4 b xf 
rieant, that degree o: diſcale, which act mitted of no 
lauch * ryal and at laſt took him ou entirelp, 
from all mental or bod Ay labour, an d ended in his 
ren OV al hence. : 
This his laſt illne fs may be datcd from Fei N 245 
ö ol, 
ay 0 7 igel, from 
8, à few days after his arrival at 2: 
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London, in his way to Ireland, After preaching 
twice as uſual, and {ludying hard ee de, he wa 
ſeized with violent pains in his head, as 1 
his bones. He however roſe the next mo: | 
his uſual time, and preached : retiring atierwirds 
to his daily exerciles; but feeling the pretfure 
of the diſorder, © My body, ſaid he, irembled 
with weaknels, but my foul was happy in G. 

He avoided vielding to his pains, and proceeded 
in his Lord's work as uſual; for ſeveral days: til! 
at length he was conitrainea to take to his bed. 
Ilere he was confined for {everal days: and tek 
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ſtate of his heart, and growing ſomncthing better, he 


wrote from the fulneis of his heart his ſtate and 
ſentiments, during that t | 

© Saturday, March 4. (Ahe day he took to hisbed,) 
be ſaid, Good is thy will © Lord, Thy counſels of 
old are Faithfuineſs and Truth. Thou reigneſt in 
righteouſneſs; though no man can Know love or 
Hatred, by all that is before him. Thou giveſt 
account of thy. ways to none, but aſſureſt the 
Righteous, that ic fin!? e well with him and that 
thy corrections are with this deſign, that we may 
partake of thy holineſs. I am in thy hands, O my 
God: work thy perfect will in me, and ſuſtain me 
in this trial. I call upon thee in the day of 
trouble: and believe thou wilt deliver me, and 
that I ſhall glorify thee, and praiſe thee yet more 
and more. Thus (as he concludes) I went to bed 
very il}, and happy.“ 

„Sunday 5, My illneſs continued and in- 
creaſed : I had not much conſolation, but was gra - 
ciouſly preſerved from buffetings. Monday 6, 
Continued in ſoul as yeſterday, only with more 
examination. "Tueſday 7. I had ſcarcely any al- 
tcration in body or ſoul. I cried to God, and he 
heard me; but the ſweet and uſual returns of 
prayer were not. Wedneſday 8, God gave me 
to weep much for the fins of my whole life, 
Thurſday 9, My pains and pleaſures, corporal and 


Ipiritual, 


une * Fo | IE 
Ine. dS 1OLLOW o, 


* 


or 1110MA> Wals. 173 
ſpiritual, ere as the Ja before. Friday 10. { 
* d more CO! nſolatton of foul. Saturday 11. The 
ſpirit Of pr yer as pl- ntifully z parte to ms: 1 


. 1 | * | % 4* / . + » 4 4” 11 51594 
Count e Mead the. relies, and Pro 1111 „ And meites 
L | ; 
. , » . 
1 'S, 4 A . . _— — 11 1 } | * * © 489 * 
01 el ny pr and 115-105 £ 4405 Sre 
1 % . } 1 17 * 3 NY . v* | \ a4 4 * £ | | — 4 1 £ 
a 4 9 has BS } Like Y 90 Heu 111 0 ud TIS * A A E 
1 o a 6 
1 . 
% % + 1 , i 0 * * . 
p * L Ua L ! C10 15 inttru ' } 15 O! * * £ 3% v 01 
k * 6 | 3 { 
\ * * % 9 4 — : 
* fo OW 114 118 111 Lil WIG LE< 1 30 
% 3 ! "> 4 1 » F ! . . © * - — 
oY * 100i d a 1 ) © * . p «L ' - 10 AC An 5 914 , 27101 
! nt 3 j . ! . : 1 , 
% ; % 10 99 0 
10 GK 110 TAG jy 10 L 1 11. Li“ k w\ NX 111 4 111 
1 17 y } * | C\ Y , * i 1 
o 7 3 17 5 : * 1 * - 
Q() T* C * ATE TT VV. 1 4 2 — } a £% % 3H 8 FR UN s ut 111.1 
* 1 y 1 1 at 
4 . * % 141 0 . 
1 1 1 K 45 180 kel 1 9 ®% 41 91 . 31 Knie "LC ss 
\ 1 ! 3 0 * $ } 1 1 + | 
» * * * 0 * 4 be » * 1 
( 1101 ee in ene ren IA3 47 FIR vt Or Tn 
F * . _ * JF 
* « 1 * 
171 4 41181 Th! \ lt EY 1 1 3 11 1 j(J11>s 
J 
4 -» 
1 * 1 % . * 1 R — 
4 . ' 1 « -v 0 vi” % * I o 
- — « * \ 1115 ( 11h 1111 g o Li # 11 — ale 01 
. * * 8 % ay 1 : * 
o % 7 ” 6 * 19 * « * 
s ul, he on. general renten d. he note, 
„ * 10 ) > | g PS. | 
4 * * 1 101 3 | . era \ LINE * 1 * w 4 4141 5 tile 16. 
* 
w 9 — | + * * * * . $ 2 # * the * 1 . 
1 . . \ * 5 \ 
' 0 \ N * % ty gd? 7 
Wa = 3 de OT! * he * 148 « * N. * ve 40 — SS % * 
= * % O Ps 
* * ov \ 4 *. Y 
$S : % ul. \ 15 ! l _ * LL ea 192 91 1 If OS S VP hk + ® 5 014 
Ly 
"pa + ro 2 
8 . 14 4 j 0 v L . 
\ N 1 YY Yor C ? 
1 * % * ' * * * % * — 
S — 17 11 wo CON! o L * „„ WY S $1 & % * 1 1 + I k - 
Y | 1 1 ' 1 1 \ Oo. * - © 
— 2 TY ( ' * . 754 5 
4. * 1 \\ 4 * UW LA44%S \ | ) \ * 1140 * * TING 11142 1 
1 | * * pf ' * = * * * . 5 9 % oy 
Tad ' * * 10 1 141 * \\ 0 + 11 1 , \ kD » f "y « 4 10 z TI * * 
TY _ +1 i 1988 * | * 1 . 4 5 . ' - k , ; 
I) , 1 . * * N 9. 1 111 . 11 . % 48 TE EL. 4 > Dae 1 
* 
, ö 1 l 4 7 _ ; hg 5 [| L # Y 1 
> & 4 7 g . 11 , e LI 209 z CEL $£ 4 DS L RM 9 
» 
* 4 f o _ . * 5 
o % #"'% 4 % * * o o 
[4 1 1 : TI CITLY } 84 5 e * 4 91 6.4 k % J L018 
? , + + * 1 I * « 
i h + + * % La * * Cz - - 1 * * - > i 4 (1 1Y 1810 
. — 
\ # | 5 TA 4 a * 
9 19 9 * % De. * * 32 125 1 * » 
rande „ Cel 2 * ; rin: re. Self- 
— * » * 
* þ * > # * * * 8 ' * * - 
A's Ss «> * — | = * 1. #3 4% 1 * 1 * * De 18 ( 4 
C | . ? - : } . - 
. * 1 * * a * * . 
<J*+$* . — * 2 8 J  - > > % 5 $ Y \ » 4 * SY} Ve A 
& . { Ln 1 - * * — * 0 y = 1 ha * %\ j +77 »* 5% 10 - 8 
5 CL £ a * 12 1 SS, 4 4 % * 11 ps »» d 4 « - 0 F4IJ®, * L is 48 
4 - * — 1 I — * % 
CQ! SOIT 34 914 SU TY. 10.8 L Ys OW VO 1er- 
4 V1 > , If * | \ L * 1 5 * 3 2 TY a 
1 4a 0 «. 4 & = F , - _ & * * LE Ws » > + & * P 2 165145 IC ram 
* 


— 14 e@g** 1 5 J ? J 
nd Ca forer? ) age 6,959 he Ni 71 wick, „i le 1 th; * Jul g ment 


-f a4) avhg Ka 2 his manner 9 lite, ne Wase s i bene enn 
2901 cteomrery of what lic nere charg des hir mielt wv ich. 
hu dne In en Guncs ( ule the Wo & ot the greats and 
91045 Bfnop Ter are the molt tremulous; and fo th 6 moit 
holy + gad  ermwort religions perionk, + are more $4) of aw iliithy 
fear, and modeny;: and _ iy.“ 


3 the 


3 
@® 
— 
* 
* 
— 
ow 
— 
.- 
— 
of 
oY 


! wi. ** i 
— _ 


174 THE LITE AND DEATH 


the duſt, and giving me ſo many and invaluable 
bleſſings: ſo that I ought, more than all men, to 
icrve and love him. 

J was morcover decply convinced how eaſy 
it 15, for a perſon after having received great light, 
love, power and joy, to fall, notwithftand:. nc 
into dulneſs of ſoul ; and that holy delires, ve ne 
ment thirſtings after God, and the ſpirit of prayer, 
may he lelfened, yea, loſt. THU we. can keep 
nothing unleſs the Holy Ghoſt help our infr- 
mities continually. 

6 But the grand leſſon of all. which in this little 
interval I learned was, the abſolute neceſſity of 
being free from perſons, things and places. I {aww 
what a tendency the ſoul has to reſt in ſomethin 
beſide God; I ſaw that even when we give up 
our beloved fins, and all temporal things, we are 
nevertheleſs apt to reſt in the gifts and graces of 
Goa; making them as it were our ſaviour, and 
comforter inſtead of Chriſt. 

'& [| ſaw farther, how deeply the love of life 
and learning, had been rooted in my heart: and 
that God ſaw it neceſſary to correct me often, to 
thew me the vanity of both. 

« I believe he is reſolved to ſave my ſoul to the 
uttermoſt; and he uſes various ways to accompliſh 
this end, I bclicve this ſickneſs will be of great 
ſervice to my ſoul. and perhaps of more ule to the 
children of God, than my labours could be, My 
delire is only to live who! ly to him, and to get 
more of the love. end life of Chriſt. Lord, 1 ook 
upon me, a w cak and unconſtant man, and 
itrengthen, and eitablith my heart with thy love 

D 5 exhorting the belicvers, 1 found much of 
divine conſolation. O how {weet were theſe two 
hours; and how. ſhort 1 Love is a wonderful 
thing. 

« Sunday, 26. I was in a high fever, yet when 
I got with the family, I forgot my pain, while we 
converſed of the love of God, It being Eaſter- 
day, I examined, what I had gained Hnce laſt 


Eaſter 5 
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Faſter? And I truſt, God has given me more 
humility, and patienc Ty and likenels to himſelt,” 
Ile w a detained at Bri/tot, through his ens 
longer tian 1 he had 5 ; and was but flight 
recovered, when he was told of a ſhip, juſt ready 
to fail for Cork ; being reſolved on the Journey 
and w nog to embrace the VC 7 fr{t OÞDO! tl nity, 
Weak as he was, he embarked at Pill on the igth 
of April. The 75 palace was extremely dangerous; 
was avert that che muriners the:nielv es, loo! ked for 
nothing leſs than periyhing, ſo boiſterous were the 


13 


: { ] 8 4 1 FS 1 
winds and the ſcas. But fee the blelicdnets 08 


being Chriſtians iuderd; true Belicvers in Chriſt! 
| Uu they expected c very 1 to go tothe 

a a ' 1 : 

bottom of the great decp; et God, ſaid he, gave 


nie more Faith, atience, and joy than ever 1 
1 b * / 1 
felt betet be could not {ce death terrible to me. 
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* d, Add praiſec G0 1 ince Han WE for ſleep 1 
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C3! ld not an hour, W ile on board; , and neither 
could I cat. But Chriſt was with me in all, and 
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verential confidence e. as ſurpaiſed all that I had 
known and admired in him before; and plainly 
diſc. . nis having entered, ſince we parted, 


auch further into the holieft, by the Hood of Telus, 


1 14 * [ % 1 wed 1 ? 9 5 
During the time lie ſtayed here, I was ea daily 


witneſs of h1s manner of life; and ſaw with 1 uch 
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of the [ymptoms 07 4 conſumptlon, in its laſt flage s 
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6 Saturday, April 29. My 
uhorn (30%, M * body fees r N tin and we Knie ts 
but my 5585 enjoys the in g Ars or the Holy 
Ghoſt! C3. may I die the de 1 of the 11. itco [8:2 
and let my laſt end be like his! I wait tor thy fal- 
vation, O Lord! Weak I aim, but cannetbe moved 
while Jetus is my ſtrength. O that every pain 
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may but increale my love: to God? Lam lupparte 
by the hire with: ng and by belle Ing tha: J. 118 18 
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The time being come wich he 13: 
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or Cavity Co! t, aid going on to Zi,; 
z ttended Dy 111S en brother; al 
I accompan! him a dozen miles 
At the inn, where we ico} red, he 
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better world! 
do not find, that from this time, he kept any 
further account in writing, of the daily ſtate of his 
ſoul ; OWing, I am inclined to think, to the vio» 
lence of his diſorder, which increa ed now, almoſt 
every hour; and Which weake 2d and im, paired 
the faculties of nis mind, as well as the eungceh 
of his body. Ilence, beholding things" rough 
ſo defeftive 2 mediu: n. he became in reality, an 
unfit judge of his own ſtate. The injlaence w nich 
this kind of diſorder in particular, frequently nas 


ns 


upon the powers of the mind, is well Known, even 
to the repreſenting chin Zs which concern One 8 
lelf, and others, directly contrary to waat they 
Ye; ally are. 0 
He had the judgment and advice of tt e b 
Phyſicians, Wherever he came; who on the fig cl 
jutimation, offered t heir an ane with all che 
fulnels, neither ex «petting nor delring any other 
gratuity than, (as one of them once Exprotep 
„the prayers of Mr. Wal.“ They gene erally 
agreed, that his diſorder was brought on throug!t 
exceſlive labour—irequent and loud pre caching, 
intenle application to ſtudy, want of prop er, and 
luficicnt reſt; and fatigue in general. They 
likcwiſe 
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likewiſe judged, that his caſe was now palt al 
remedy. 

It was however judged adviſable, that he heul“ 
be removed from Limerick, to the more free and 
open air of the country. He went thitticr 2c- 
cordingly, where he had the tendereſt ar 
5 Ny Lonate attendance, w ich whatfoc | 

lged proper to alleviate the rigour oft 
But it was too late! And his friends -percet: 
that neither Air nor Phyſic availed any thin 
according to his own e removed him 
Dubin. "His next remove, was to tlic city of tt. 
great King, the paradiſe of God ! 

Concerni ing the ſtate of his foul, for a few 
months before his death, as he wrote nothing on 
the head during that time, we can {pcak with Jets 

certainty, than of what has been already related, 
And embar king for England ſoon after we parted, 
I neither ſaw nor heard any thing pa ticularly 
concerning him, till a Letter brought the tidings 
of his being no more in this world, But from 
the accounts of perſons of undoubted veracity, wie 
attended him during that time, we lcarmgy.at 1115 
ſtate was not joyous, but grievous. Ile drank of 
his Lord's cup of ſorrow, and was deeply bap— 
tized with his baptiim. He was immerged 11 
affliction's furnace, and plunged in the deepett 
Waäters. 


— 
- 


& Ts fleſh chaſtis'd, with torturing pat 
His ſoul, and ficknels clave his bones ; 
Keen anguiſh dwelt in cv'ry vein, 
And ſadly turned his breath to moans, 
Sorrow was all his ſoul : he icarce perce %. 
But by the pains he ſuffer'd, that he liv'd!” 


He was temptcd, and ſorely buſſeted of the devil. 
The nature of his diſorder expoſed him to 2 degree 
of diſcompoſure, which he was more than ſuperior 
to, while in better health. In ſliozt, fo did the 
wildom 
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Wave fall be fore God. 
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evening: as ſoon as they concluded, he defired to 
be left alone, in order, as he faid, **to meditaic a 
little.” They withdrew; and he remained deej!\ 

recollected for ſome time; juſt then, God, 1 80 
ving into his foul. iome lively forctaſtc of the Joys 
to come, he burſt out into tranſport, and pro- 
nounced, in a dying voice ine leg d, but with the 


jo % of angels ! 66 He LS COM? ! Hei comm al 


Ay. Beloved its mine, and I am his le His 


« } 


ior err 4 And uttering thele words, he {weetly 


. $ 


breathed out his foul intothe arms of his Beloved - 


* 


on the 8th day of April 17595 and in the 28th 
vear of his age. 
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ELIA CC LUSTHFEN: 
\ E cannot ſufficiently adore, the un lecarch- 


ble counſcls, and impenetrable lecret ae 
God our day our, With reſpe & tothe managonc: 
of his kingdom, and the diſpoſal of his Serv nts: 
1wo things are natural to reflect, on Cv; nhdecting 
tlie preced: ng Account. 

1. To ſee hy man delivered from the blindncſs of 
error and iupcritition, and brought into the light 
ang AY branding of truth; the knowledge of tlie 
rue God and of his 1 {piritual * orſhip to ice him 
tioughit out from the ob{curity of retirement, and 
that by the remarkable interpoſition of divine Pro- 
vidence, in orderto {preadthe knowledge of God, 
among mankind, in 19 5 moſt public man: a 
conſider him às fingularly fitted for this, by Know- 
ledge, by tne w (ES , of truth, dw elling richly in 
im ; by purity, by zeal for God's glory, by the 
amour of rightcoulneſs „ and by the power of God: 

attending his word.—-1o fre ſuch an one cut of 
Pts among men, in the prime of life, uit tully 
furniſhed op Promoting the Kingdom of God, 1s a 
thing which will be acknowledged to nonplus 
human undcritanding ” 

One may ceatily learn here from a confirmation 
of that weighty truth, that God ig not worfhipped, 

no 
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or ſerved, by men's hands, as though he needed any 
perſon or thing. He leaves unto none room to think 
that the cauſc of God needs them, or has a con- 
nexion with their ſtanding or being removed, 
He never is at a loſs to ſerve his own glory, 
and the neceffities of his creatures, Hereby more- 
over he would ſtain the pride of human glory 5 
and teach us, to walk humbly with our God, 

2. But what may ſeem moſt ſtrange is, that a 

erſon ſo eminent for piety, ſo laborious for God's. 
glory; ſhould in the time of his greateſt neceſſity, 
be ſo deſtitute of ſpiritual comfort, And it muſt 
be acknowledged, to be a part of thoſe ways, of 
which God giveth account to none. His judge 
ments are unſearchable, and his ways paſt finding 
out. His way ts. in the fea, and his paths in the 

reat waters; and his footfleps are not known. 
„% What I do thou knoweſt not nu,“ is appli. 
cable to the general courſe of God's Providences;. 
and to much of the experience of chriſtians in 

articular, and perhaps this is the belt footing on 
which to reſt the preſent caſe, 

There may be a reſemblance in ſome par- 
ticulars, between his caſe, and that of Job. (See 
chap. ii. 3—6.) But in both, and indeed in all 
reſembling inſtances, the hand of the Lord is 
viſibly ſeen; that he is pitiful, and of tender 
mercy, and afflicts his children only for their 
profit, that they might partake of his holineſs, 
And we are aſſured, he will repay his ſervants in 
another world, for whatever they ſuffer in this; 
even ſuch as fill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Chriſt in their fleſh, 

And although his caſe was uncommon, yet it 
is not ſingular: it is true, God has given us 
various inſtances, in the laſt ſtages of his 
ſervants, both of triumph ſuperior to ſickneſs, 
and death in ſume; and of holy mourning, deep 
abaſemeat, and patient reſignation, in others. And 
there have been thoſe likewiſe, whoſe laſt ſick- 
vets have een ſuch times of painful purgation, 


and 
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and ſore conili from diabolical temptations, that 
the utmoſt they have bcen able to do, has been to 
abide in the furnace; till patience having had its 
perfect work, they juſt ſtept from the Croſs to 
the Crown! Witneſling only with their parting 
breath, Victory! Victory! 

But I forbear attempting to ſolve, that of 
which I am free to profeſs my ignorance : and 
wait for that light, which will infallibly 


—— - Throw full day on darkeſt ſcenes of time, 


Some are tempted moſt in the beginning of 
their converſion, {ome towards the latter end; and 
others there are, who are ſorely tempted through- 
out their whole life, The latter was his caſe, But 
now eſpecially, his natural faculties weakening in. 
ones 7ant to the decay of his bodily ſtrength, 
rendered him the fitter mark for Satan to attack, 
with his moſt violent ailaults, He could not 
however make him let go his integrity : nor did 
he alter his ſentiments, concerning any point of 
chriſtian doctrine, or retract any thing he had 
formerly ſaid relating thereto, To which may be 
added, that in the midſt of this Hour and power of 
darkneſs, he never once charged God fooliſhly ! 
But on the contrary, ſought to him with groans, 
and tears, and crics, without ceaſing |! 

His ſufferings both of body and mind were great 
beyond deſcription : but when we conſider, thus 
did God permit concerning him, it puts to ſilence 
every doubtful reaſon on the head, By conſti- 
tuting him a perfect ſufferer, God made him the 
more conformable to his ſuffering, conquering 
Son: that Man of forrows, who was acquainted with 
grief, And thereby evidenced him to be not a 
baitard, but a beloved ſon, puriticd by his hea- 
venly Father, that he might more eminently par- 
take of his holineſs and glory, Ihus 
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* Tri'd to the laſt, but not forſook; 
But honour'd with diſtinguiſh” d grace, 
Heaven-ward he caſt a dying look, 
And ſaw once more his eien s face. 
He's come ! My well-belov'd, hæſaid, 
And I am His, and He is mine! 
Ile ſpake, he gaz'd, he bow'd his head, 
And ſunk into the arms divine!“ 


Upon the whole, I profeis, that on my firſt 
hearing of the afflicting ſcene through which he 
palied, I was more aſtoniſhed than at any thing L 
ever remember to have happened to myſelf or 
others : remaining in dumb luipenic, at what could 
be the cauſe of it. But I was ſoon taught to con- 
ſider the Whole affair as an argument, rather of his 
ſtrength, than the contrary, His ſupporting at all, 
under ſuch extreme ſufferings, not a little demon- 
ſtrates his great ſoul, and his coniormity to God 
his Saviour. 

If thou fainteſt in the day of ady erſity, laid Solo- 
mon thy itrength is but ſmall : and by parity of rea- 
ſon, to ſtand in a time of fore tri rial, argues propor- 
tionable ſtrength. Avert, my God, avert from my 
ſoul, which 15 111 de to bear it, fuch a time of 
trial ! O Jeſus, by: a thou haft cone and piffered; 
by thine agony, and bloody iweat, by thy croſs and 
bitter paſſion, by thy y Meritorious Gentle) j thy reſting 
in the chambers of the grave thy triumphant reſur- 
rection, and aſcenlion; and by thy coming again 
in glory, in the time of ſickneſs, a death, and in 


judgme: nt, deltver my foul, beſeeehthae! 


the thoughts of being quickly looied from the 
fetters of the body, had often filled his ſoul with 
the moſt ſenſible delights, deſiring nothing ſo 
much as to ſee his God: and the approaches of 
eternity did often ſo inflame his detires, that he 
was in a degree of tranſport. But after all that can 
be {aid, on the head of this laſt ſcene, and indeed 
of the method of God's providential diſpenſations 
in general, concerning nations or individual per- 


{ons, 


181 THE tee AND DEATH er r. WALSH 


{ons, it ſeems the wiſeſt method. to reſt in that ſen- 
timent, not curiouſly to ſcan them; but rather to 
adore in humble ſilence, his unſearchable judg- 
ments and impenetrable ſecrets! Since, 


Not deeply to diſcern, not much to know; 
Mankind was born to wonder and adore ! 


Whatever is permitted to befal them in this 


world. we are well aſſured it ſhall be well with the 


righteous, All things, whether proſperous or ad- 
verſe, ſhall work together for therr good, He that 
liveth for ever ſaith, I come quickly ——to put a final 
period to the whole of mortal things, and deter- 
mine the ſtates of all the children of Adam for 
ever! His reward is with him! We ſhall ſee him 
as he is! Though now we ice him not, yet be- 
lieving, we rejoice! O Jeſus, work in our hearts 
that conformity to, and reſemblance of thyſelf, 
that we may ſeek nothing, deſire nothing, but 
night and day think of, long for, and joyfully 
wait for thine appearing ! 


